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GOALS FOR AMENDMENT
• Enhance communication of Bay Plan policy
• Improve visual clarity and ADA accessibility of

the Bay Plan Maps
• Update data sources using best available

regional data
• Make it easier to update maps in the future

The Amendment WOULD NOT modify any 
substantive policy or any Priority Use Area 
Boundary.
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WHAT ARE BAY PLAN MAPS FOR?

These maps ARE used to:

Illustrate geographic-specific Bay Plan 
policies.

Provide advisory notes and 
suggestions.

Identify Commission-designated 
Priority Use Areas (PUAs).
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These maps ARE NOT:

 The Commission's exact legal 
jurisdiction

A navigation, recreational, or a 
general-purpose map

Designed to show all shoreline 
conditions, especially those not 
relevant to Bay Plan map purposes

The San Francisco Bay Plan maps serve as a screening tool for understanding 
BCDC's policies for specific locations around the Bay



KEY PARTS OF BAY PLAN MAPS: BAY PLAN MAP POLICIES
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KEY PARTS OF BAY PLAN MAPS: COMMISSION SUGGESTIONS
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KEY PARTS OF BAY PLAN MAPS: PUA DESIGNATIONS



WHO USES THE BAY PLAN MAPS? HOW ARE THEY USED?
Bay Plan maps are primarily used as an initial screening tool when reviewing 
an application or analyzing a project.
• Primary Users:

• BCDC Staff:  Starting point for discussions on jurisdiction and applicable
policy.

• Project Applicants: Is project located within or near a Priority Use Area or
subject to a specific Bay Plan policy?

• Other Users:
• Local Governments and Other Stakeholders: Understand BCDC's policies

for particular locations.
• The Public: Limited use - general reference through BCDC's website and in

print.
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BCDC’S ONLINE MAPPING TOOLS
• Bay Plan Maps are one of several

tools used in conjunction with other
BCDC resources

• PUA Mapping Application (2023)
provides more detailed boundary
information

• Jurisdiction Screening Map – Internal
(2025) provides staff best available
information on extent of BCDC
jurisdiction.

BCDC Maps and Data webpage
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Priority Use Area Web Mapping Application

https://www.bcdc.ca.gov/resources/maps-and-data/
https://bcdc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=4d483c285a134740b315aadda38c8f62


BAY PLAN MAP AMENDMENTS
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• Map policies, Priority Use Areas, and other substantive changes can be made
through a Bay Plan Amendment (BPA) (Government Code Section 66652).

• BPA can be initiated based on Commission recommendation or through an
application.

• Usually applicant-driven amendments are associated with a project seeking a
permit.

• Examples:
• Commission-driven: Comprehensive updates to Bay Plan “Recreation” policies and

“Waterfront Park, Beach” PUAs (2006)
• Applicant-driven: Modified “Waterfront Park, Beach” PUA designation at India Basin

(4-19)
• Applicant-driven: Removed “Port” PUA designation along Howard Terminal (2-19) -

readded



EXISTING ISSUES
• Unclear, inaccessible symbology
• Outdated data sources
• Illegible, incomplete labels
• Difficulty updating maps

A

B
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OVERVIEW OF UPDATES 
• Accuracy

• Data sources for basemap
• PUA boundaries consistent with Resolution 16

• Legibility and Clarity
• Symbology
• PUA labels
• Font size

• Accessibility
• ADA best practices (color contrast and readability)

There are NO changes to policy or Priority Use 
Areas.
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PUBLIC HEARING – FEBRUARY 19TH
• Presentation from GIS team on map update.

• Received no public comments.

• Commissioners posed clarifying questions and comments that are addressed in the
final staff recommendation.
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COMMISSION COMMENTS
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Comment Response

Purpose and Function of 
Bay Plan Maps 

Added new introductory text to Bay Plan maps and legend, and on slides, explaining their 
intended purpose and limitations (e.g., not intended as regulatory boundaries or general 
reference maps).

Priority Use Areas – 
Boundaries, Designations, 
and Modification Process

Updated symbology and legend for PUAs, reduced transparency, and used hatching for 
“Wildlife” PUAs for greater accessibility and to aid color-blind users. Described purpose, 
uses, and update process in staff report.

Symbology, Color 
Contrast, and Accessibility 

Improved color contrast, added hatching/patterns, and ran ADA compliance reviews; 
though some elements still fall short of 3:1 contrast, improvements are significant.

Vista Points and Scenic 
Drives 

Reduced size and updated symbology of vista points and scenic drives. Explained history 
of designation and why they are included in Bay Plan maps in the staff report.

Labeling and Geographic 
Context 

Clarified map labels for relevance to Bay Plan policies and orientation; removed non-
essential labels, moved some city labels for clarity.

Data Sources and Evolving 
Conditions  

Updated to best available regional data sources for basemap features.
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AMENDED BAY PLAN MAP 1
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AMENDED BAY PLAN MAP 7



TIMELINE 
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Commission Vote 
to Initiate BPA 1-25

Preliminary Staff 
Recommendation 

Report/Draft EA
30 Day Comment 

Period Public Hearing
Possible

Commission Vote

Office of Administrative 
Law and NOAA Review

+ Printing

September 18, 2025 February 19, 2026 April 16, 2026January 16, 2026 Summer/Fall 2026



STAFF RECOMMENDATION
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The staff recommends that the Commission adopt Resolution No. 2026.01 
that would:
• Amend the San Francisco Bay Plan: Part V –The Plan Maps. This amendment 

is for cartographic purposes only and will not result in any policy changes to 
the Bay Plan.

• Approve minor changes including cartographic edits, data source updates, 
and other corrections as needed.

• Make necessary findings that this amendment to the San Francisco Bay Plan 
conforms to all applicable findings and declarations of policies in the 
McAteer-Petris Act.

• Make necessary findings regarding the Environmental Assessment.
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