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Sea Level Rise and Flood Resilience Strategy
Save The Bay's principles for a flood-resilient Bay Area. 

Utilize nature-based solutions – such as ecotone 
levees, restored marshland, and green stormwater 
infrastructure – wherever possible.

Center the voices of frontline communities.

Build for flood resilience by focusing new development 
in less vulnerable areas and implementing flood-
resilient building standards.



Local Sea Level Rise & Flood Resilience Snapshot Project

What standard policies should Bay Area cities adopt for resilience to sea level 
rise, groundwater rise, and stormwater?



Local Sea Level Rise & Flood Resilience Snapshot Project

• Developed 25 policy recommendations 
related to:
o Sea level rise & groundwater rise
o Nature-based solutions
o Green stormwater infrastructure
o Environmental justice & community 

health

• Drew on regional guidance, expert 
knowledge, and existing city policy

• Evaluated 45 Bay-adjacent cities for 
these policies



   

Summary of sources of 
climate-driven flooding

Summary of the city's 
flood vulnerabilities and 
what they've done so far to 
address flooding



     

Example of a nature-based 
project in or near the city

2 priority recommendations 
based on the city's greatest 
flood risk and gaps in 
existing policy



     



 

Relationship with the Regional 
Shoreline Adaptation Plan (RSAP)

• Provides a toolkit of policy and planning 
actions that can fulfill the RSAP guidelines

• Connects RSAP planning with stormwater and 
green infrastructure planning

• Creates tailored recommendations cities can 
use while they're creating their RSAPs – 
especially Element E, the Land Use and 
Policy Plan



  

Snapshot Recommendation

Establish a Sea Level Rise Overlay 
District that enacts robust flood-resilience 
policies for developments in the sea level 

rise zone.

Create a Storm Drain Master Plan that 
ensures the storm drain system has the 

capacity to function under future sea level 
rise, groundwater rise, and precipitation 

conditions.

Support, fund, or create partnerships for 
community health studies near contaminated 

sites at risk of flooding.

RSAP Principle

Adaptation Strategy 15 - Incorporate climate-
responsive standards, codes, and zoning for 
adaptive design.

Adaptation Strategy 19 - Integrate coastal 
flood protection with stormwater and riverine 
flood management

Adaptation Strategy 11 - Prioritize 
contamination remediation in Environmental 
Justice communities, and Adaptation 
Strategy 12 - Reduce contamination risks 
across communities and Baylands 
ecosystems.



Using The Snapshots

Educate the public about cities' and the region's sea level 
rise and flood vulnerability and preparedness.

Collaborate with cities and counties to find opportunities to 
implement our recommended flood resilience policies.

Support cities' Regional Shoreline Adaption Planning efforts 
by sharing regional best practices on sea level rise and 
flood resilience policy.
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