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Supporting Open Space and Recreation--Opposing the WETA Ferry 

From Robert <robert@alamolighting.com> 

Date Wed 2/25/2026 8:12 PM 

To zab@berkeleyca.gov <zab@berkeleyca.gov>; BCDC Public Comment <publiccomment@bcdc.ca.gov> 

You don't often get email from robert@alamolighting.com. Learn why this is im12ortant 

WARNING: This message is from an external source. Verify the sender and exercise caution when clicking links or opening 
attachments. 

Hello, 

I am a longtime recreational user of the Berkeley waterfront-sailor, windsurfer, swimmer, artist--and I 
am writing with concern that new commercialization plans, including the WETA ferry, will overwhelm 
recreational activities, which should be the top priority for the marina. I've heard and read numerous 
times, officials promoting the goal of making the waterfront a "Transportation Hub." This is 
heartbreaking. 

To be clear, I do support an appropriately-scaled ferry plan, with smaller vessels, as we've had in recent 
years operating from K-Dock. That would make sense, and not upset the current, delicate and 
cherished equilibrium of recreational activities. 

Non-commercial, shared community open space, strictly reserved for recreational activities, is our 
most precious resource-now more than ever--for our physical and mental health. Increasingly, we 
seem to take this value for granted. I am saddened to see less and less vigilant support for maintaining 
recreational activities and space at the waterfront, and more and more, I see focused energy to create 

a commercialized Transportation Hub at the Berkeley marina. This would be a great loss. Please don't 
go along. 

A few additional notes: 

• The parking plan is not well thought out and may very well crowd out recreational users.
Already, we see plans, lacking consistency and vision, charging in some random areas for
parking, and not others in marina. Why? Even before adding to the mix with ferry commuter
overcrowding, this plan will negatively impact the most active marina recreational users,
including so many of the region's low-income users.

• Consider alternatives to rebuild the pier, without the inappropriately-scaled, large ferry
operation.
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Lee Shore Hazard at the Proposed Berkeley Ferry Dock 

 
FINAL_Ferry Terminal Facility Feasibility Study - Berkeley Municipal Pier             See Page 34  (arrows added)  

Zoomed-in image showing Dorado-sized (~300 passenger) ferry halfway through a 180° turn. 

 

I'm a retired mechanical engineer who sailed and windsurfed in Berkeley for more 
than forty years.  North of the Berkeley Pier, the summer winds are often upwards 
of 20 knots--it is an awesome, windy place. 

I have participated in the public planning process for the WETA ferry, and am 
concerned about the proposed location of the ferry dock—not inside the sheltered 
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Marina, but outside, in a very windy spot.  The ferry dock is not far upwind of the 
shore, and the Skates restaurant is uncomfortably close. 

An inbound Berkeley ferry will normally arrive eastbound, along the line of the old 
Berkeley Pier. About 300 feet west of the Berkeley shore, the ferry will make a 
180° right turn, finishing with the ferry pointed upwind when it arrives at the dock.  
The summer afternoon winds are often above 20 knots, the chop is significant, and 
most of the marina’s boat traffic leaves and arrives through this area.  The 180° 
turn and docking will be demanding, though well within the capabilities of 
WETA’s ferry skippers.   

Consider the possibility of a loss of control incident that might occur as the ferry 
approaches the dock.  Say, for example, that the loss of control occurs 500 feet 
upwind of the shore after the ferry has slowed to 20 knots.  At 20 knots it would 
take only 15 seconds to travel the 500 feet to shore, which leaves little time to 
address the loss of control or deploy an anchor to stop the ferry.  Even if the ferry 
stated out dead in the water, the summer winds would push it downwind onto the 
shore, just a bit more slowly.  

Complicating the situation is the nearby Skates restaurant, which could well end up 
in the path of the ferry.  Skates is built on tall, slender pilings and might not 
survive wind and waves pushing a 140-foot-long ferry against and perhaps 
underneath it.  

The new electric ferries planned for Berkeley will probably be 400-passenger 
vessels, so many lives will be at stake if an accident does occur. 

What are the chances of a loss of control incident happening?  The ferries will be 
new designs, with good design pedigrees but not much operational history.   Here 
are four examples that convince me that a loss of control is a threat that must be 
planned for: 

1. On November 23, 2018 a Golden Gate Ferry rammed a dock at the San 
Francisco Ferry building after a malfunction left it to majestically cruise 
across the ferry basin under no control at all.  (video) (cause) 

2. Hyundai, Kia, and Genesis are recalling over 146,000 electric vehicles 
because a faulty part may cause them to lose power while driving.   

3. The meeting minutes of the Harbor Safety Committee for January and 
February 2025 described seven instances of loss of propulsion or steering in 
passenger vessels on the Bay.  

4. After the 2024 Baltimore bridge collapse caused by a power loss in a big 
container ship, USA Today summarized US Coast Guard data showing that 
at least 6,000 times in the past 22 years – an average of more than five times 

https://abc7news.com/video-ferry-crashes-into-dock-at-sf-ferry-building/4749100/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjIuLuN2caBAxXFOn0KHaBUC-IQFnoECD4QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baycrossings.com%2Fnew-twist-in-ferry-accident-probe-as-human-error-becomes-probable-cause%2F&usg=AOvVaw3RVv7J3DLOA2hvyS_L63Z_&opi=89978449
https://www.consumerreports.org/cars/car-recalls-defects/hyundai-kia-and-genesis-evs-recalled-to-fix-loss-of-power-a7782626038/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/investigations/2024/04/11/baltimore-bridge-collapse-ship-blackouts-incidents/73262682007/
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a week – crews on board large cargo ships, oil tankers, container barges and 
even cruise vessels have reported what befell the Dali, a loss of propulsion 
and/or steering. 

 
I think we need to take this issue seriously. 

 
What can be done to done to avoid or mitigate such an accident?  

1. Put the ferry terminal in a less windy spot, e.g. inside the marina, or in the 
Golden Gate fields site.   

2. Plan charging so batteries are adequately charged when arriving at Berkeley 
3. Implement a quick-deploy anchor or another emergency stop method and 

training to go with it.   
4. Configure the ferry docking approach to maximize the chance of anchor 

deployment averting dangerous outcomes. 
a. Slow the ferry farther upwind of the ferry dock 
b. Avoid maneuvering in the area upwind of Skates 
c. Be ready to deploy an anchor at key moments in the docking sequence 
d. Avoid using abrupt reverse propulsion for braking or steering 
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Skates Restaurant 
Would Skates survive being hit by a 141-foot, 169-ton ferry?  

 


