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ATTN: Larry Goldzband, Lindsay Martien, Olivia Ilsley

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Jeffrey Bokor.  I live in El Cerrito.  I come to the marina to take my child to Adventure
Playground, picnic, enjoy the Bay view and windsurf in the Bay.  Parking fees will impact my ability to
enjoy the waterfront by forcing me to park too far away from the windsurfing launch and picnic area.

Today, I'm writing as a member of the Berkeley Waterfront Community Coalition to ask that BCDC
reject the current permit application and require the City to defer any move towards paid parking until
the public and the BCDC can review the entire waterfront plan.

The paid parking proposed in the permit application states that there is alternative free parking
elsewhere in the waterfront (such as the Marina Boulevard lot) as substitutes for the spaces that the
city wants us to pay for in the future. But many of those substitute spaces are a mile or more away
from the lots being converted, a 20+ minute walk while carrying gear for sailing, swimming, or
picnicking. Some of what the City counts as available parking is also slipholder-only, reserved for boat
owners and not actually open to the general public at all.

Importantly, as the city itself has stated previously, adding more paid parking to the Marina  is an
essential component of the much larger, unapproved, Pier-Ferry project — but it's being brought
forward on its own, separately from the ferry permitting process and separately from the broader
Waterfront Specific Plan. Reviewing parking changes piece by piece makes it impossible to see the full
picture of what's happening to our shoreline.

BCDC's mission is to protect and enhance San Francisco Bay and to encourage the Bay's responsible
and productive use for this and future generations. BCDC's own guidance states that public access is
for everyone - that it should provide "barrier-free access for people with disabilities, people of all
income levels, and people of all ages and cultures, and that in general, public access to the Bay should
be available to the visiting public free of charge." In keeping with that mission and standard, I'm asking
BCDC to reject this permit application, and require the City to bring back a comprehensive waterfront
parking plan, not standalone lot-by-lot approvals.

Thank you for your consideration,



 
Jeffrey Bokor
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