
Subject: March 5, 2026, BCDC Commission Meeting Agenda Item #3 Public Comment 
 

Commissioners and Executive Director, the topic is: 

Marina Improvement and Remediation Project 
Location: Gashouse Cove, Marina District, San Francisco 
Both Chemical Storage (Necessary) and Beneficial Use (Desirable) 
A routine amendment to a permit that is far from routine  
FYI – Under staff review, no discussion or decisions needed now 
 

When the marina was created in the 1960s, it was dredged to 8’ (vs. the more common 12’) 
and most slips were 20’ in length so the harbor served smaller small-craft -- including many 
non-motorized sail.  Hazardous chemicals were discovered in the 1990s. The chemicals 
triggered a dispute between the two applicants over dredging costs.  The lawsuit was 
settled circa 2020.  The settlement agreement fixed the financial terms between the 
applicants and resulted in the project (application) under review by BCDC staff at this time.  

Visual #1:  The upper left shows the marina was fully functional until the 2010s, roughly 
50 years after it was built.  The two other photos show the result of not 
dredging.  The drawing on the lower right shows the applicant’s proposal to 
treat Gashouse Cove North one way and Gashouse South differently. 

Visual #2:  On the left, dredging in the 1960s means all chemicals are below 8’.  
Protection is needed to separate the chemicals from people and the 
environment.  The applicants’ methods are shown on the right. Both work.  

Key Points:    
• The issue is not whether the chemicals can be stored safely 
• The issue is whether Gashouse Cove South should be 4’ MLLW or 8’ MLLW 
• Commissioners, you do not have all the information to make the decision yet 
• When you do have the information, I hope you will approve the permit with a 

condition that 8’ MLLW be maintained for beneficial use throughout Gashouse Cove  

 

Thank you for allowing me to bring this to your attention. 

 

Dan Clarke 
clarkedan@yahoo.com 
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