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Project Goals

• Improve traffic operations 

• Improve flood resiliency

• Restore hydrologic and 

wildlife connectivity at Tolay 

Creek Bridge
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Project Advances Community Priorities:
#1 -Travel Time 
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Ranked Level of Concern- 2017/2018 Survey 2025 Survey



Regional Health, Safety, and Welfare 

Travel Time & 
Transit
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Roadway operations

         Congestion

Emergency response

 
      Evacuation route 

 effectiveness

Connect people to job 
markets & affordable 
housing
Support movement of 
goods

Emergency Response 
& Evacuation Economic Welfare



Environmental Benefits: Species & Habitat
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Image Credits: Longfin Smelt - Renee Reyes; Salt marsh harvest mouse – UC Davis, William Thein 2022;  G. Sturgeon – NOAA Fisheries;  Saltmarsh Common Yellowthroat 
– Boe Baty/Audubon; Ridgway’s Rail – Cornell, Ken Phenicie Jr; pickleweed – Morrow Bay Nat. Estuary Program; Black Rail, Cornell, Tom Johnson

Fish - Creates habitat and improves connectivity 
Salt marsh birds and mammals: Improves habitat 
connectivity, creates new forage habitat
Overall – Impacts during construction; Creates and 
enhances tidal marsh habitat long term

California Black Rail

Salt Marsh Common Yellow Throat

California Ridgway’s Rail Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse

Longfin Smelt North American Green Sturgeon



Public Access, 
Ecology, & Resilience

Transit & Carpools Economic 
Development

Travel Times & 
Reliability
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• Equitable Development and Outreach

• scoping meetings, public meetings, STA environmental working groups, town halls, and surveys. 

• Project Addresses Core Community Concerns

• Alignment with BCDC Policies

Equity



Bridge Replacement and Channel Widening
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Lane Drop

60-foot Two-Lane 
Bridge

2-Lane 
Highway



9

4-Lane 
Highway

375-foot Five-Lane 
Bridge
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Fill in BCDC Certain 
Waterway Jurisdiction

(0.86 acre)
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60-foot Two-Lane 
Bridge
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0.63 acre
0.51 acre

Net Gain in Waters = 0.28 acre
0.63 + 0.51 acres of new waters – 0.86 acres of fill in  BCDC = 0.28 acre



Tolay Creek Considerations
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• Existing channel is undersized, 
resulting in minimal tidal exchange

• Hundreds of acres of tidal marsh 
are disconnected 

• Tolay Creek watershed is 
disconnected

• Restoration requires lengthening 
the bridge and removing fill

Tolay Creek
Baylands

Tolay Creek
Watershed

Novato
Vallejo
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• Increase tidal exchange

• Restore hydrologic connectivity 
with the watershed

• Reestablish sediment transport 
processes

• Expand and enhance rare habitat 
assemblages

• Facilitate future restoration in 
Camp 1

Environmental Benefits:
Tolay Creek Baylands

Tolay Creek 
Baylands

Restoration

Tolay Creek Bridge
Lengthening

Tolay Creek
Watershed

Sears Point
Restoration

Camp 1



Todayca. 2060
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Landscape Context
North Bay

• Tolay Creek Baylands 
Restoration (250+ acres)

• Sears Point Restoration (960 
acres)

• Camp 1 (950 acres)

• Sonoma Creek Baylands 
Restoration (9,000 acres)

• Strip Marsh East Enhancement 
(900 acres)

• Beneficial use of excavated fill

Tolay Creek Bridge
Lengthening

Sonoma Creek 
Baylands

Strip Marsh
EastSears Point 

Tolay Creek 
Baylands Camp 1



Public Access: San Francisco Bay Trail Improvements
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River Park, Vallejo 
Waterfront
• In-Lieu Fee Compensation

• Scope includes: 
• Pave River Park path
• Improve accessibility and safety
• Vegetation management for 

improved views
• New benches
• New interpretive signage



Project Outcomes
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• Congestion Relief – Reduce Eastbound Congestion

• Community Benefits – Enhance Access and Opportunities

• Resilience – Reduce Flooding Risks

• Environmental Benefits – Create New Waters & Enable Planned Tolay Creek Baylands 
Restoration

Tolay 
Creek 
Baylands
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Thank you! 
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