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Hello, 

I am planning to attend the November 20 @ 9:00 am - 11 :00 am Environmental Justice Commissioner 

Working Group meeting to deliver a public comment on the Campus Zeneca Site agenda item. 

Here is my comment for the record: 
Good afternoon, members of the BCDC Environmental Justice Working Group. Thank you for the opportunity to 
speak about the Zeneca toxic site in Richmond. 

My name is Narasu Rebbapragada. I am a long-time Bay Area resident. I lived in the East Bay for many years, and I 
have enjoyed the Bay Trail and shoreline parks like Point Molate. I am also a graduate student in marine 
conservation at Scripps Institution of Oceanography, where I have studied coastal wetlands. 

Because of this background, I am really concerned about moving forward with development at the Zeneca site 
without a clear and enforceable commitment to remove the toxic soil. A concrete cap is not enough. It places 
Richmond residents, workers, and future tenants at unnecessary risk, and it jeopardizes the health of nearby 
wetlands and San Francisco Bay. 

Since the project's environmental reviews in 2016 and 2019, California has released updated sea-level-rise 
projections. These projections show that groundwater will rise as sea levels rise. This will allow toxic chemicals to 
leach into surrounding waterways, causing biological harm. This is not hypothetical. A 2005 study found endocrine 
disruption in fish in nearby Stege Marsh, demonstrating how vulnerable this ecosystem already is. What will 
happen with continued exposure to chemicals such as lead, arsenic, uranium, and legacy pesticides like DDT? 

While I appreciate that the Department of Toxic Substances Control has called for a new analysis, I am asking 
BCDC to withhold or revoke permits for this project under your authorities in the Coastal Zone Management Act 
and the McAteer-Petris Act until the develoP.ers commit to a full cleanuP-. I think this is a reasonable expectation, 
given the long history of contamination and potential profits to be gained by the developers. Why should it be at 
the expense of Richmond residents? 

Thank you for your time. 
- Narasu Rebbapragada
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