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Good morning Commissioners,

I’'m Mary Jane Schramm for the Marin Audubon Society. Thank you for the opportunity
to comment regarding renewal of the Martin-Marietta/Lind Marine sand mining leases
in San Francisco Bay. My background includes 20 years with NOAA's Greater
Farallones National Marine Sanctuary, and | serve on the San Francisco Harbor Safety
Committee’s Marine Mammal Work Group, but | speak today for Marin Audubon.

Our concerns are several: First, The State Lands Commission’s analysis of the
“Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for Sand Mining in San Francisco Bay
and Delta,” reports that the sand removed is not replenished. It’s difficult to accept that
there have been no significant impacts to habitats and wildlife from extraction and
permanent loss of many millions of cubic yards of sand. Mining is transforming the
bay’s physical and biological profile. Such operations must be evaluated in the context
of changing ocean climate, sea level rise, and other factors, and given more in-depth
study before permitting additional stressors to the bay ecosystem.

Also, since the last SEIR revision there have been notable changes in special status
whale use of the bay. The Central Bay is now an established feeding grounds for
endangered humpback whales, and - as correctly noted in Appendix G, Biological
Resources - their Potential to Occur is Moderate to High. Humpbacks feed at-depth
and at the surface. But, Appendix G erroneously reports gray whale incidence is rare to
low: that is no longer true. Gray whales, whose numbers are plummeting in an unusual
mortality event, now feed in the triangle between Treasure Island, Alcatraz and Angel
Island, and elsewhere, mostly on benthic organisms. These species are now present
most of the year. Mining impacts such as seafloor disturbance, noise, alteration of
lower trophic food supply including baitfish and benthic organisms, and sediment in the
water column likely impact these protected species.
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The Central Bay also supports thousands of Brandt's Cormorants, Pigeon guillemots
and other species nesting on Alcatraz. Shorebirds suffer loss of habitat from altered
sand scouring and deposition patterns.

There are far too many essential issues and changed circumstances such as the
whales’ presence that are not adequately addressed or not addressed at all in the
SEIR. We recommend that BCDC support further analyses and investigations, and
conclude that a lease extension is not appropriate at this time.

Thank you.

Mary Jane Schramm, Conservation Committee
The Marin Audubon Society
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