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Resolution No. 2025-01

Adoption of Bay Plan Amendment 3-17
San Francisco Waterfront Special Area Plan Update

Whereas, in 1965, the McAteer-Petris Act established the San Francisco Bay Conservation and
Development Commission (“BCDC” or “the Commission”) as a temporary State agency,
designated the San Francisco Bay as a State-protected resource, and charged the Commission
with preparing a plan for the long-term of the Bay and regulating development in and around
the Bay while the plan was being prepared;

Whereas, the initial San Francisco Bay Plan (Bay Plan) was approved in 1968, BCDC was made
permanent one year later, and BCDC updates the Bay Plan regularly to ensure that the Bay and
its shoreline are developed and conserved responsibly and to address new issues as the Bay
Area changes;

Whereas, the Commission, in collaboration with the Port of San Francisco, adopted the San
Francisco Waterfront Special Area Plan in 1975 as a more specific application of the San
Francisco Bay Plan, to guide planning and permitting along the San Francisco Waterfront. The
San Francisco Waterfront Special Area Plan was comprehensively updated in 2000, with
subsequent minor amendments related to specific projects along the waterfront, including an
amendment in 2009 to accommodate the relocation of the Exploratorium to Piers 15-17;

Whereas, Government Code Section 66652 states that “the Commission at any time may
amend, or repeal and adopt a new form of, all or any part of the San Francisco Bay Plan but
such changes shall be consistent with the findings and declaration of policy” contained in the
McAteer-Petris Act;

Whereas, the Legislature directed the Commission to keep the Bay Plan up to date so that it
reflects the latest scientific research on the Bay and addresses emerging issues that could
impact the Bay in the future. To accomplish this, the Legislature empowered the Commission to
amend the Bay Plan if it pertains to a policy or standard contained in the Bay Plan or defines a
water oriented use referred to in Government Code Sections 66602 or 66605 upon two-thirds
(18) of the 27 members of the Commission voting for the amendment, after providing an
opportunity for public review of the proposed amendment and after holding a public hearing
on the amendment. Over its history, the Commission has made numerous amendments to the
Bay Plan, ranging from changing a boundary of a Bay Plan map designation to addressing policy
issues, such as climate change and environmental justice;

Whereas, the Commission received and filed an application from the Port of San Francisco
(Applicant) to modify the San Francisco Waterfront Special Area Plan (SFWSAP) by revising the
geographic-specific policies of the Fisherman’s Wharf vicinity to align with the Northeastern
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Waterfront vicinity, establishing a Sea Level Rise Public Education Initiative as a public benefit in
place of a Bay fill removal public benefit, postponing the dates for outstanding SFWSAP public
benefits requirements of public access improvements associated with Piers 19, 19.5, 23, 29.5,
the Bayside History Walk at Pier 29 and removal of the end of Pier 23, amending the Bay? Plan
maps and notes in accordance with the amendments to the SFWSAP policies, and minor
changes to terminology and findings.

Whereas, the Commission: (1) on September 19, 2019, approved a Descriptive Notice on the
proposed Bay Plan Amendment and set a public hearing date for December 3, 2020; (2) on
September 20, 2019, mailed the Descriptive Notice to all agencies, organizations and individuals
interested in the proposed amendment; (3) on November 20, 2020, mailed a Notice of Revised
Date of Public Hearing and set a new public hearing date for September 16, 2021; (4) on
September 3, 2021, mailed a Notice of Revised Date of Public Hearing and set a new public
hearing date for October 20, 2022; (5) on October 7, 2022, mailed a Notice of Revised Date of
Public Hearing and set a new public hearing date for July 20, 2023; (6) on July 7, 2023, mailed a
Notice of Revised Date of Public Hearing and set a new public hearing date for May 16, 2024;
(7) on May 3, 2024, mailed a Notice of Revised Date of Public Hearing and set a new public
hearing date for September 5, 2024; (8) on August 23, 2024, mailed a Notice of Revised Date of
Public Hearing and set a new public hearing date for November 7, 2024; (9) at the public
hearing on November 7, 2024, the Commission voted to reinitiate BPA 3-17; (10) on November
8, 2024, mailed a Descriptive Notice and set the next public hearing date for February 20, 2025;
(11) on February 7, 2025, mailed a Notice of Revised Date of Public Hearing and set a new
public hearing date for June 5, 2025; (12) on May 23, 2025, mailed a Notice of Revised Date of
Public Hearing and set a new public hearing date for July 17, 2025; (13) on May 2, 2025, mailed
the Staff Report, Preliminary Recommendation and Environmental Assessment to all agencies,
organizations and individuals interested in the proposed amendment; (14) on July 17, 2025,
held a public hearing to receive public comments on the proposed amendment, Preliminary
Recommendation and Environmental Assessment; (15) on August 8, 2025, mailed the Final Staff
Recommendation and Final Environmental Assessment to all agencies, organizations, and
individuals who received the Staff Planning Report and who are known to be interested in the
proposed amendment; (16) on August 21, 2025, voted on the staff’s Final Recommendation, all
in accord with the requirements and procedures set out in Government Code Section 66652
and Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, Sections 11000-06 and 11521-24;

Whereas, the Commission has considered all oral comments presented at the July 17, 2025
public hearing, as well as all written comments received, and staff has responded to those
comments in the Final Staff Recommendation;

Whereas, the Commission has prepared a Final Environmental Assessment for the proposed Bay
Plan amendment in accordance with the Commission’s regulations implementing CEQA,
incorporated by reference as included in the May 2, 2025 Staff Report and Preliminary
Recommendation without changes as described in the August 8, 2025 Final Recommendation.
As concluded in the Environmental Assessment, BPA No. 3-17 would not result in any direct or
indirect significant adverse environmental impacts for which alternatives or mitigation
measures are required;
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Now, therefore, be it resolved that, the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development
Commission hereby adopts the following Bay Plan Amendment:

Bay Plan Amendment No. 3-17, a request by the Port of San Francisco to amend the San
Francisco Bay Plan (Bay Plan) to update the San Francisco Waterfront Special Area Plan.

Be it further resolved that, the above Bay Plan Amendment conforms to all relevant findings
and declarations of policy at Government Code sections 66000 through 66661 as more fully
discussed in the Preliminary Staff Planning Report and the Final Staff Planning
Recommendation, which are hereby incorporated by reference. Findings regarding consistency
of BPA No. 3-17 with the findings and declarations of policy of the McAteer-Petris Act are more
specifically contained on pages 19 to 20 of the Preliminary Staff Planning Recommendation.

Be it further resolved that, the Commission finds that, based on the Final Environmental
Assessment which is hereby incorporated by reference, there will be no substantial adverse
impacts on the environment directly or indirectly created by or resulting from amending the
San Francisco Bay Plan for which minimization or mitigation measures are required.

Be it further resolved that, the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
authorizes the Executive Director to make minor, non-substantive editorial and formatting
changes to this resolution in executing the resolution.

We certify that this resolution was adopted by a vote of “yes” votes, “no” votes
and abstentions at the Commission meeting held August 21, 2025, in San Francisco,
California.

Executed on this day of , 2025 in San Francisco, California.

R. ZACHARY WASSERMAN Chair

Executed on this day of , 2025 in San Francisco, California.

LAWRENCE J. GOLDZBAND Executive Director
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