
From: Brooke Bortner 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: Please follow through on the plan for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. Thank you for listening! 
Date: Friday, April 19, 2024 7:00:41 PM 

April 20, 2024 @ 01:50am Please follow through on the plan for the Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge. Thank you for listening! Dear Stephen Benson, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to reopen the third lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. It is encouraging to hear that the MTC is considering the 
proposal to adjust the bike lane usage, allowing for better vehicle flow during weekdays. 

The persistent traffic congestion on this bridge, a vital artery for daily commuters, has 
significantly impacted our community. With the BATA committee set to discuss this issue on 
May 8, I urge you to support this plan and advocate for comprehensive solutions to our traffic 
issues. 

Daily, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge, severely affecting quality 
of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely Black and Brown 
people of color - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

It is important to note that the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge is underused, 
serving only a small number of cyclists compared to the overwhelming majority who 
commute by car. Around 80,000 car trips are made across the bridge daily, and these 
individuals desperately need a more efficient route. 

They also deserve to live free from the health hazards posed by pollutants coming from the 
bridge traffic, which have been proven to increase risk for a number of diseases, especially in 
vulnerable populations. 

By moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third lane, we can significantly alleviate 
traffic congestion and demonstrate a commitment to solving one of our community's most 
pressing issues. This action would resonate well beyond our local area, setting a positive 
example for other regions struggling with similar challenges. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives and restore confidence in our local 
government's ability to provide sensible and responsive solutions. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue. 

Sincerely, Brooke Bortner 231 E Richmond Avenue , Richmond, CA 94801 
brookebortner@gmail.com 510-375-4222 



From: Lauren Banister 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: I urge you to take prompt action on the plan for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 
Date: Friday, April 19, 2024 6:40:53 PM 

April 20, 2024 @ 01:30am I urge you to take prompt action on the plan for the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge. Dear Stephen Benson, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to the proposal regarding the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge, particularly the potential closure 
of the bike lane from Mondays to Thursdays. 

Our community has long suffered from the closure of the third lane on this bridge, which 
significantly affects daily life. The upcoming BATA committee discussion on May 8 presents 
a critical opportunity to revisit this plan and address the extensive traffic issues affecting 
bridge commuters comprehensively. 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge on a daily basis to combat rising costs of living and an 
increasingly strained housing market. 

While only 80-250 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane daily, car trips exceed 80,000. 
Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times that exacerbate 
their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

The traffic on the bridge is also a health hazard, worsening air quality in Richmond that has 
been proven to contribute to respiratory, cardiovascular and neurological diseases. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a precedent for addressing 
significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor dedicating the third lane to carpools and transit during 
peak morning hours, which highlights the community’s strong preference for practical 
transportation solutions that reflect our needs. 

Your decisive action can significantly enhance community trust and well-being, showing that 
practical, equitable solutions to our problems are possible. We trust in your leadership to make 
the right decision to restore efficiency and equity to our transportation system. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. 

Sincerely, Lauren Banister 620 Hillgirt Cir, Oakland, CA 94610 
lauren.m.banister@gmail.com 510-912-5406 



From: Peter Mandell 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: Thank you for listening about the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. Please follow through on the plan! 
Date: Friday, April 19, 2024 6:40:21 PM 

April 20, 2024 @ 01:30am Thank you for listening about the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 
Please follow through on the plan! Dear Stephen Benson, 

I am a concerned resident advocating for the reopening of the third lane on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge. Thank you for hearing our voices on this issue - I was very glad to learn that 
the MTC is considering moving forward with the proposal to close the bike lane on the 
westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays. 

This is a pressing issue that has directly harmed our community for years. I hope that you, as a 
commissioner, are making it an urgent priority to not only follow through on the plan to be 
discussed by the BATA committee on May 8, but also take it a step further to address the full 
traffic problem plaguing daily bridge commuters. 

The closure of the third lane has disproportionately impacted the East Bay’s marginalized and 
frontline communities, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on 
average, only 80-250 bikers use the bike lane daily on the westbound portion of the bridge, 
whereas 80,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

These workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

The traffic is also a health hazard, exacerbating air pollution in Richmond that’s having a 
detrimental impact on the health and well being of local residents. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Following through with the proposal would not only 
offer a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the 
Richmond-San Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the 
state that our government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges 
facing our communities. 

Thank you again for your attention to this urgent matter. While it is clear that there are loud 
voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that the vast majority of Richmond 
residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters support opening a third lane for 
carpools and transit on the upper deck of the bridge during the morning commute! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. Your 
leadership and action on this issue will be greatly appreciated by me, my fellow supporters, 
and all of the residents and commuters affected by the current status of the bridge. 

Sincerely, Mr. Peter Mandell 1345 20th Avenue, #11, San Francisco, CA 94122 
petermandell25@gmail.com 415-867-5859 



From: Paul Chapman 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: I urge you to approve BATA’s permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 
Date: Thursday, June 6, 2024 5:40:30 PM 

June 07, 2024 @ 12:30am 
I urge you to approve BATA’s permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 

Dear Stephen Benson, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you not only have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s 
worst transportation inequities, but you can set a much-needed example that our local 
government authorities can take the tangible steps needed to make daily life easier for 
residents. 

Our community has long suffered from the inaccessibility of the third lane, which significantly 
affects daily life. The upcoming opportunity to approve the permit to be submitted by the Bay 
Area Toll Authority about enacting changes to the bridge presents a critical opportunity to 
revisit this plan and comprehensively address the extensive traffic issues affecting bridge 
commuters. 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge on a daily basis to combat rising costs of living and an 
increasingly strained housing market. 

While only 80-250 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane daily, car trips exceed 80,000. 
Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times that exacerbate 
their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a precedent for addressing 
significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor dedicating the third lane to carpools and transit during 
peak morning hours, which highlights the community’s strong preference for practical 
transportation solutions that reflect our needs. 

Your decisive action can significantly enhance community trust and well-being, showing that 
practical, equitable solutions to our problems are possible. We trust in your leadership to make 
the right decision to restore efficiency and equity to our transportation system. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. 

Sincerely, 
Paul Chapman 
2945 Russell St. , 
Berkeley, CA 94705 
pchapman5@gmail.com 



510-843-1810 



From: Todd Krish 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: Please approve BATA’s permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. Thank you for listening! 
Date: Thursday, June 6, 2024 2:20:35 PM 

June 06, 2024 @ 09:10pm 
Please approve BATA’s permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. Thank you 
for listening! 

Dear Stephen Benson, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to reopen the third lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 

The persistent traffic congestion on this bridge, a vital artery for daily commuters, has 
significantly impacted our community. With the Bay Area Toll Authority set to submit a 
permit application for more permanent changes to the Bridge in the coming month, I urge you 
to support this plan and advocate for comprehensive solutions to our traffic issues. 

Daily, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge, severely affecting quality 
of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely Black and Brown 
people of color - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

It is important to note that the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge is underused, 
serving only a small number of cyclists compared to the overwhelming majority who 
commute by car. Around 80,000 car trips are made across the bridge daily, and these 
individuals desperately need a more efficient route. 

By moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third lane to car traffic during the work 
week, and allow for the emergency shoulder to serve its purpose for accidents, we can 
significantly alleviate traffic congestion and demonstrate a commitment to solving one of our 
community's most pressing issues. This action would resonate well beyond our local area, 
setting a positive example for other regions struggling with similar challenges. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives and restore confidence in our local 
government's ability to provide sensible and responsive solutions. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue. 

Sincerely, 
Todd Krish 
68 Sandpoint Dr, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
tkrish3d@yahoo.com 
415-305-5058 



From: Carol Maggio 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Thank you for listening about the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. The time is now to implement a more permanent 

solution! 
Date: Thursday, June 13, 2024 1:11:05 PM 

June 13, 2024 @ 08:00pm 
Thank you for listening about the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. The time is now to implement 
a more permanent solution! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support for the 
permit to be submitted by the Bay Area Toll Authority to close the bike lane on the westbound 
portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the emergency shoulder. The 
current bike lane setup is underutilized and causing significant daily disruptions for thousands 
of commuters. 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity. Traffic congestion has become more than 
a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life for the workers - primarily people 
of color - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. These workers 
are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential options, with the 
Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 80-250 cyclists use the westbound bike lane each day, an overwhelming 80,000 
vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a solution that better 
serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Carol Maggio 
124 Mabry Way, 
San Rafael, CA 94903 
Carolnalc214@gmail.com 
415-847-1844 



From: Dale Greene 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: Thank you for listening about the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. The time is now to implement a more permanent 

solution! 
Date: Thursday, June 13, 2024 5:20:15 PM 

June 14, 2024 @ 12:10am 
Thank you for listening about the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. The time is now to implement 
a more permanent solution! 

Dear Stephen Benson, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support for the 
permit to be submitted by the Bay Area Toll Authority to close the bike lane on the westbound 
portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the emergency shoulder. The 
current bike lane setup is underutilized and causing significant daily disruptions for thousands 
of commuters. 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity. Traffic congestion has become more than 
a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life for the workers - primarily people 
of color - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. These workers 
are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential options, with the 
Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 80-250 cyclists use the westbound bike lane each day, an overwhelming 80,000 
vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a solution that better 
serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Ms. Dale Greene 
967 Ventura Ave, 
Albany, CA 94707 
dalekeslergreene@gmail.com 
510-524-5951 



From: Elena Ronquillo 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Please approve BATA’s permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. Thank you for listening! 
Date: Thursday, June 13, 2024 1:30:37 PM 

June 13, 2024 @ 08:20pm 
Please approve BATA’s permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. Thank you 
for listening! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to reopen the third lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 

The persistent traffic congestion on this bridge, a vital artery for daily commuters, has 
significantly impacted our community. With the Bay Area Toll Authority set to submit a 
permit application for more permanent changes to the Bridge in the coming month, I urge you 
to support this plan and advocate for comprehensive solutions to our traffic issues. 

Daily, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge, severely affecting quality 
of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely Black and Brown 
people of color - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

It is important to note that the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge is underused, 
serving only a small number of cyclists compared to the overwhelming majority who 
commute by car. Around 80,000 car trips are made across the bridge daily, and these 
individuals desperately need a more efficient route. 

By moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third lane to car traffic during the work 
week, and allow for the emergency shoulder to serve its purpose for accidents, we can 
significantly alleviate traffic congestion and demonstrate a commitment to solving one of our 
community's most pressing issues. This action would resonate well beyond our local area, 
setting a positive example for other regions struggling with similar challenges. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives and restore confidence in our local 
government's ability to provide sensible and responsive solutions. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue. 

Sincerely, 
Elena Ronquillo 
650 37th St , 
Richmond, CA 94805 
nolaca2@gmail.com 
510-587-0769 



From: Kathy Guruwaya 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Thank you for listening about the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. Please approve the BATA permit ASAP! 
Date: Thursday, June 13, 2024 1:30:52 PM 

June 13, 2024 @ 08:20pm 
Thank you for listening about the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. Please approve the BATA 
permit ASAP! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am a concerned resident advocating for the reopening of the third lane on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge. Thank you for hearing our voices on this issue. 

This is a pressing problem that has directly harmed our community for years. I hope that you, 
as a BCDC commissioner, are making it an urgent priority to approve the permit that will be 
submitted by the Bay Area Toll Authority to enact the very necessary changes to the Bridge 
that commuters have been waiting for for years. It’s past time we close the bike lane during 
commuting hours and restore the emergency shoulder to prevent further delays caused by 
accidents. 

The closure of the third lane has disproportionately impacted the East Bay’s marginalized and 
frontline communities, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on 
average, only 80-250 bikers use the bike lane daily on the westbound portion of the bridge, 
whereas 80,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. These workers and 
their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and increasingly fewer 
residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel times and additional 
neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit would not only offer a strong 
start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our government 
agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our communities. 

Thank you again for your attention to this urgent matter. While it is clear that there are loud 
voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that the vast majority of Richmond 
residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters support opening a third lane for 
carpools and transit on the upper deck of the bridge during the morning commute! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. Your 
leadership and action on this issue will be greatly appreciated by me, my fellow supporters, 
and all of the residents and commuters affected by the current status of the bridge. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Kathy Guruwaya 
P.O. Box 862, 



Pinole, CA 94564 
kguruwaya@yahoo.com 
510-417-0534 



From: Maria Alvarado 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: I urge you to approve BATA’s permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 
Date: Thursday, June 13, 2024 1:30:29 PM 

June 13, 2024 @ 08:20pm 
I urge you to approve BATA’s permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you not only have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s 
worst transportation inequities, but you can set a much-needed example that our local 
government authorities can take the tangible steps needed to make daily life easier for 
residents. 

Our community has long suffered from the inaccessibility of the third lane, which significantly 
affects daily life. The upcoming opportunity to approve the permit to be submitted by the Bay 
Area Toll Authority about enacting changes to the bridge presents a critical opportunity to 
revisit this plan and comprehensively address the extensive traffic issues affecting bridge 
commuters. 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge on a daily basis to combat rising costs of living and an 
increasingly strained housing market. 

While only 80-250 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane daily, car trips exceed 80,000. 
Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times that exacerbate 
their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a precedent for addressing 
significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor dedicating the third lane to carpools and transit during 
peak morning hours, which highlights the community’s strong preference for practical 
transportation solutions that reflect our needs. 

Your decisive action can significantly enhance community trust and well-being, showing that 
practical, equitable solutions to our problems are possible. We trust in your leadership to make 
the right decision to restore efficiency and equity to our transportation system. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. 

Sincerely, 
Maria Alvarado 
1723 Pine Ave, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
flores.mary60@yahoo.com 



415-721-2472 



From: Eric Greenwood 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: I urge you to approve BATA’s permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 
Date: Sunday, August 4, 2024 9:50:09 PM 

August 05, 2024 @ 04:40am 
I urge you to approve BATA’s permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you not only have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s 
worst transportation inequities, but you can set a much-needed example that our local 
government authorities can take the tangible steps needed to make daily life easier for 
residents. 

Our community has long suffered from the inaccessibility of the third lane, which significantly 
affects daily life. The upcoming opportunity to approve the permit to be submitted by the Bay 
Area Toll Authority about enacting changes to the bridge presents a critical opportunity to 
revisit this plan and comprehensively address the extensive traffic issues affecting bridge 
commuters. 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge on a daily basis to combat rising costs of living and an 
increasingly strained housing market. 

While only 80-250 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane daily, car trips exceed 80,000. 
Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times that exacerbate 
their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a precedent for addressing 
significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor dedicating the third lane to carpools and transit during 
peak morning hours, which highlights the community’s strong preference for practical 
transportation solutions that reflect our needs. 

Your decisive action can significantly enhance community trust and well-being, showing that 
practical, equitable solutions to our problems are possible. We trust in your leadership to make 
the right decision to restore efficiency and equity to our transportation system. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. 

Sincerely, 
Eric Greenwood 
257 Western Dr, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
ejg.painter@gmail.com 



661-369-1808 



From: Dennis Fisco 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: This process has gone on long enough, Commissioner. Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 10:00:16 AM 

August 07, 2024 @ 04:50pm 
This process has gone on long enough, Commissioner. Please act now to fix the Richmond-
San Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Stephen Benson, 

I am a concerned resident advocating for the reopening of the third lane on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge. Thank you for hearing our voices on this issue. 

The lack of a third lane or emergency shoulder on the bridge is a problem that has directly 
harmed our community for years. I hope that you, as a BCDC commissioner, are making it an 
urgent priority at your September 5 meeting to approve the permit that will enact the very 
necessary changes to the Bridge that commuters have been waiting for for years. It’s time to 
close the bike lane during commuting hours and restore the emergency shoulder to prevent 
further delays caused by accidents. 

The closure of the third lane has disproportionately impacted the East Bay’s marginalized and 
frontline communities, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on 
average, only 80-250 bikers use the bike lane daily on the westbound portion of the bridge, 
whereas 80,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. These workers and 
their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and increasingly fewer 
residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel times and additional 
neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit would not only offer a strong 
start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our government 
agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our communities. 
The review process for implementing these changes to the bridge has gone on too long. We 
must have government agencies and a transportation plan that is responsive to the needs of our 
community. This is your chance to make an impact. 

Thank you again for your attention to this urgent matter. While it is clear that there are loud 
voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that the vast majority of Richmond 
residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters support opening a third lane for 
carpools and transit on the upper deck of the bridge during the morning commute! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. Your 
leadership and action on this issue will be greatly appreciated by me, my fellow supporters, 
and all of the residents and commuters affected by the current status of the bridge. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 



Sincerely, 

Sincerely, 
Dennis Fisco 
400 400 Hillside Avenue, 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 
fisco@seagateprop.com 
415-381-8599 



From: Noel Marcos 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: Commissioner, the time is now to implement a more permanent solution for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Thursday, August 8, 2024 8:50:21 AM 

August 08, 2024 @ 03:40pm 
Commissioner, the time is now to implement a more permanent solution for the Richmond-
San Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Stephen Benson, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support for the 
BATA permit application to close the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from 
Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the emergency shoulder. The current bike lane setup is 
underutilized and causing significant daily disruptions for thousands of commuters. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on 
September 5! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity. Traffic congestion has become more than 
a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life for the workers - primarily people 
of color - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. These workers 
are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential options, with the 
Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 80-250 cyclists use the westbound bike lane each day, an overwhelming 80,000 
vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a solution that better 
serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Noel Marcos 
1908 Garvin Ave, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
noelmrcs@yahoo.com 
415-573-8506 



From: Tuan NGUYEN 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: Please hear the community and approve the permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge on 

September 5. 
Date: Thursday, August 8, 2024 8:50:51 AM 

August 08, 2024 @ 03:40pm 
Please hear the community and approve the permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge on September 5. 

Dear Stephen Benson, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you not only have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s 
worst transportation inequities, but you can set a much-needed example that our local 
government authorities can take the tangible steps needed to make daily life easier for 
residents. 

Please approve BATA’s permit application on September 5! 

Our community has long suffered from the inaccessibility of the third lane, which significantly 
affects daily life. The upcoming opportunity to approve the permit to be submitted by BATA 
about enacting changes to the bridge presents a critical opportunity to revisit this plan and 
comprehensively address the extensive traffic issues affecting bridge commuters. 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

While only 80-250 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane daily, car trips exceed 80,000. 
Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times that exacerbate 
their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a precedent for addressing 
significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor dedicating the third lane to carpools and transit during 
peak morning hours, which highlights the community’s strong preference for practical 
transportation solutions that reflect our needs. 

Your decisive action can significantly enhance community trust and well-being, showing that 
practical, equitable solutions to our problems are possible. We trust in your leadership to make 
the right decision to restore efficiency and equity to our transportation system. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. 

Sincerely, 
Tuan NGUYEN 
163 Ellison ln, 



Richmond, CA 94801 
TTNN89@GMAIL.COM 
415-370-9479 



From: William J. Gossy 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 
Date: Thursday, August 8, 2024 8:50:15 AM 

August 08, 2024 @ 03:40pm 
Dear Commissioner: Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 

Dear Stephen Benson, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to reopen the third lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 

The persistent traffic congestion on this bridge, a vital artery for daily commuters, has 
significantly impacted our community. I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane 
during the week and restore the emergency shoulder on the Bridge at the BCDC meeting on 
September 5. We are counting on you, as one of the public officials who will make this 
decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to our transit 
woes. 

Daily, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge, severely affecting the 
quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely Black and 
Brown people of color - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

It is important to note that the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge is underused, 
serving only a small number of cyclists compared to the overwhelming majority who 
commute by car. Around 80,000 car trips are made across the bridge daily, and these 
individuals desperately need a more efficient route. 

By moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third lane to car traffic during the work 
week, and allow for the emergency shoulder to serve its purpose for accidents, we can 
significantly alleviate traffic congestion and demonstrate a commitment to solving one of our 
community's most pressing issues. This action would resonate well beyond our local area, 
setting a positive example for other regions struggling with similar challenges. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives and restore confidence in our local 
government's ability to provide sensible and responsive solutions. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on September 5! 

Sincerely, 
William J. Gossy 
1 Peacock Ct., 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
bgossy@yahoo.com 
415-342-0113 



From: Laura Freeman 
To: Belia Ramos 
Subject: Thank you for listening about the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. Please approve the BATA permit ASAP! 
Date: Thursday, September 26, 2024 8:48:40 AM 

[External Email - Use Caution] 

September 26, 2024 @ 03:44pm 
Thank you for listening about the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. Please approve the BATA 
permit ASAP! 

Dear Commissioner Belia Ramos, 

I am a concerned resident advocating for the reopening of the third lane on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge. Thank you for hearing our voices on this issue. 

This is a pressing problem that has directly harmed our community for years. I hope that you, 
as a BCDC commissioner, are making it an urgent priority to approve the permit that will be 
submitted by the Bay Area Toll Authority to enact the very necessary changes to the Bridge 
that commuters have been waiting for for years. It’s past time we close the bike lane during 
commuting hours and restore the emergency shoulder to prevent further delays caused by 
accidents. 

The closure of the third lane has disproportionately impacted the East Bay’s marginalized and 
frontline communities, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on 
average, only 80-250 bikers use the bike lane daily on the westbound portion of the bridge, 
whereas 80,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. These workers and 
their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and increasingly fewer 
residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel times and additional 
neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit would not only offer a strong 
start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our government 
agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our communities. 

Thank you again for your attention to this urgent matter. While it is clear that there are loud 
voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that the vast majority of Richmond 
residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters support opening a third lane for 
carpools and transit on the upper deck of the bridge during the morning commute! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. Your 
leadership and action on this issue will be greatly appreciated by me, my fellow supporters, 
and all of the residents and commuters affected by the current status of the bridge. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 



Laura Freeman 
4430 Appian Way, 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 
gonzalez.lauram@icloud.com 
415-879-7082 



From: Jack Fritz 
To: Belia Ramos 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 
Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2024 9:48:10 AM 
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October 14, 2024 @ 09:25pm 
Dear Commissioner: Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 

Dear Commissioner Belia Ramos, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to reopen the third lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 

The persistent traffic congestion on this bridge, a vital artery for daily commuters, has 
significantly impacted our community. I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane 
during the week and restore the emergency shoulder on the Bridge at BCDC. We are counting 
on you, as one of the public officials who will make this decision, to take decisive action and 
help bring about a comprehensive solution to our transit woes. 

Daily, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge, severely affecting the 
quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely Black and 
Brown people of color - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 63% of the car commuters 
are people of color, and 60% make less than the median income for the Bay Area. 

It is important to note that the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge is underused, 
serving only a small number of cyclists compared to the overwhelming majority who 
commute by car. Around 80,000 car trips are made across the bridge daily, and these 
individuals desperately need a more efficient route. 

By moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third lane to car traffic during the work 
week, and allow for the emergency shoulder to serve its purpose for accidents, we can 
significantly alleviate traffic congestion and demonstrate a commitment to solving one of our 
community's most pressing issues. This action would resonate well beyond our local area, 
setting a positive example for other regions struggling with similar challenges. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives and restore confidence in our local 
government's ability to provide sensible and responsive solutions. You also have the chance to 
improve the lives of thousands of daily commuters. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue. 

P.S. I just found out only two lanes are open for the direction that serves 79% of the traffic? 
That in itself speaks volumes of the inequity taking place. The Marinians will be alright, make 
my commute normal again! 

Sincerely, 



Jack Fritz 
701 Buena Vista Street, 
Moss Beach, CA 94038 
fritzjack117@gmail.com 
650-888-1548 



From: dee kay 
To: Belia Ramos 
Subject: This process has gone on long enough, Commissioner. Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Thursday, January 16, 2025 2:29:30 PM 
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January 16, 2025 @ 10:28pm 
This process has gone on long enough, Commissioner. Please act now to fix the Richmond-
San Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Commissioner Belia Ramos, 

I am a concerned resident advocating for the reopening of the third lane on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge. Thank you for hearing our voices on this issue. 

The lack of a third lane or emergency shoulder on the bridge is a problem that has directly 
harmed our community for years. I hope that you, as a BCDC commissioner, are making it an 
urgent priority to approve the permit that will enact the very necessary changes to the Bridge 
that commuters coming from the Richmond side have been waiting for for years. It’s time to 
close the bike lane during commuting hours and restore the emergency shoulder to prevent 
further delays caused by accidents. 

The closure of the third lane has disproportionately impacted the East Bay’s marginalized and 
frontline communities, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on 
average, only 80-250 bikers use the bike lane daily on the westbound portion of the bridge, 
whereas 80,000 trips are made daily by car. 63% of the car commuters are people of color, and 
60% make less than the median income for the Bay Area. The commuters have no other 
alternative to get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re 
forced to navigate increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 
These workers and their families are already dealing with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit would not only offer a strong 
start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our government 
agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our communities. 
The review process for implementing these changes to the bridge has gone on too long. We 
must have government agencies and a transportation plan that is responsive to the needs of our 
community. This is your chance to make an impact. 

Thank you again for your attention to this urgent matter. While it is clear that there are loud 
voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that the vast majority of Richmond 
residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters support opening a third lane for 
carpools and transit on the upper deck of the bridge during the morning commute! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. Your 
leadership and action on this issue will be greatly appreciated by me, my fellow supporters, 



and all of the residents and commuters affected by the current status of the bridge. 

Sincerely, 

Sincerely, 
dee kay 
6165 Austin crk, 
Cazadero, CA 95421 
doriecriminologist@gmail.com 
707-632-5918 



From: antoine abizeid 
To: Belia Ramos 
Subject: Please approve BATA’s permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. Thank you for listening! 
Date: Friday, February 21, 2025 9:05:29 PM 
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February 22, 2025 @ 05:04am 
Please approve BATA’s permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. Thank you 
for listening! 

Dear Commissioner Belia Ramos, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to reopen the third lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 

The persistent traffic congestion on this bridge, a vital artery for daily commuters, has 
significantly impacted our community. With the Bay Area Toll Authority set to submit a 
permit application for more permanent changes to the Bridge in the coming month, I urge you 
to support this plan and advocate for comprehensive solutions to our traffic issues. 

Daily, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge, severely affecting quality 
of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely Black and Brown 
people of color - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

It is important to note that the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge is underused, 
serving only a small number of cyclists compared to the overwhelming majority who 
commute by car. Around 80,000 car trips are made across the bridge daily, and these 
individuals desperately need a more efficient route. 

By moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third lane to car traffic during the work 
week, and allow for the emergency shoulder to serve its purpose for accidents, we can 
significantly alleviate traffic congestion and demonstrate a commitment to solving one of our 
community's most pressing issues. This action would resonate well beyond our local area, 
setting a positive example for other regions struggling with similar challenges. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives and restore confidence in our local 
government's ability to provide sensible and responsive solutions. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue. 

Sincerely, 
antoine abizeid 
311 Commodore Dr, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
aabizeid@aol.com 
415-412-2384 



From: Janet Aguilera 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Friday, February 21, 2025 4:25:11 PM 

February 22, 2025 @ 12:24am 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Stephen Benson, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Janet Aguilera 
2708 Beach Head Way, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
aguilerajanet@att.net 
510-374-6284 



From: Joan Bonnar 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Friday, February 21, 2025 4:19:40 PM 

February 22, 2025 @ 12:19am 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Stephen Benson, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Joan Bonnar 
841 Balra Drive, El Cerrito, 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 
bonnarjw3@gmail.com 



510-206-4382 



From: Luis Rodr 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Friday, February 21, 2025 4:20:41 PM 

February 22, 2025 @ 12:20am 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Stephen Benson, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Luis Rodr 
418 Duboce Ave, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
rodriguezcucho1980@gmail.com 
510-375-0954 



From: Tony Mendicino 
To: Benson, Stephen 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Friday, February 21, 2025 4:20:37 PM 

February 22, 2025 @ 12:20am 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Stephen Benson, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Tony Mendicino 
5346 Saddleback Court, 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 
mendo5346@yahoo.com 
510-223-5564 



From: Carol Pierman 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Saturday, February 22, 2025 8:20:43 AM 

February 22, 2025 @ 04:20pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Carol Pierman 
5 Waterline PL, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
cjpierman@gmail.com 
205-886-0548 



From: Marguerite Sgrillo 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Saturday, February 22, 2025 9:46:55 AM 

February 22, 2025 @ 05:46pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Marguerite Sgrillo 
5024 Match Court , 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
sgrillom@comcast.net 



510-223-2742 



From: Robert Goff 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Saturday, February 22, 2025 8:27:08 AM 

February 22, 2025 @ 04:26pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Robert Goff 
Oakland, 
Oakland, CA 94618 
bobyesbob@icloud.com 
415-910-8082 



From: Rosa Casazza 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Saturday, February 22, 2025 9:38:32 AM 

February 22, 2025 @ 05:38pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Rosa Casazza 
314 Washington Avenue, 01, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
rcasazza1@comcast.net 
510-375-7790 



From: Lynn Husbands 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Monday, February 24, 2025 2:03:38 PM 

February 24, 2025 @ 05:35am 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to FRIDAY, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community's 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Lynn Husbands 
5396 Heavenly Ridge Lane, 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 
lynnh6608@comcast.net 
510-439-6129 



From: Esme Sanchez 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 6:53:57 PM 

February 26, 2025 @ 02:53am 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Esme Sanchez 
2455 BANCROFT LN, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
esmesh4@icloud.com 



510-322-0154 



From: Mala Mahlebashian 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Monday, February 24, 2025 2:05:25 PM 

February 22, 2025 @ 07:11pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. All 3 lanes 
should be opened back up to traffic as it was to stop congestion and for safety reasons. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Mala Mahlebashian 
3300 Southridge Dr., 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
EastBayHomesMalaRealtor@gmail.com 
415-407-7561 



From: Margaret Keelan 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 6:39:03 PM 

February 26, 2025 @ 02:38am 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Margaret Keelan 
PO BOX 6681, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
margaret.keelan@mac.com 
510-232-7084 



From: Omar Rascon 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 6:46:03 PM 

February 26, 2025 @ 02:45am 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Omar Rascon 
2769 13th Street, San Pablo Ca, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
omarjrascon@gmail.com 
510-610-6627 



From: Omar Rascon 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 6:44:42 PM 

February 26, 2025 @ 02:44am 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Omar Rascon 
2769 13TH ST, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
omarjrascon@me.com 
151-061-0662 



From: Alexis Lares 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2025 12:46:46 PM 

February 26, 2025 @ 08:46pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Alexis Lares 
2234 Jacqueline Dr, 
Pittsburg, CA 94565 
alares2001@gmail.com 
925-914-7480 



From: Ludmyrna Lopez 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2025 12:05:47 PM 

February 26, 2025 @ 08:05pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Ludmyrna Lopez 
730 ventura street , 
Richmond, CA 94805 
lopez.ludmyrna@comcast.net 
415-260-6000 



From: Patricia Pigman 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2025 11:04:22 AM 

February 26, 2025 @ 07:03pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Patricia Pigman 
59 Alexander Ave., 59 Alexander Ave., 
Sausalito, CA 94965 
ppsp@sonic.net 



415-259-7689 



From: ROBERT LEE 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2025 12:43:18 PM 

February 26, 2025 @ 08:43pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
ROBERT LEE 
50 CREST AVENUE, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
boblee4822@gmal.com 
510-701-6125 



From: Andrew Day 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Thursday, February 27, 2025 9:56:53 AM 

February 27, 2025 @ 05:56pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Andrew Day 
614 Curtis, 
Albany, CA 94706 
adsday@hotmail.com 
510-528-0298 



From: Connie Parsons 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Thursday, February 27, 2025 1:36:45 PM 

February 27, 2025 @ 07:03pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Ms. Connie Parsons 
6434 Arlington Blvd, 
Richmond, CA 94805 
conmpar@yahoo.com 



707-685-7739 



From: Craig McGree 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Thursday, February 27, 2025 8:26:46 AM 

February 27, 2025 @ 04:26pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Craig McGree 
321 Preakness Ct Walnut Creek, 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597 
sailingtheworld@me.com 
415-971-0691 



From: James Cook 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Please hear the community and approve the permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge on 

September 5. 
Date: Thursday, February 27, 2025 11:42:59 PM 

February 28, 2025 @ 05:13am 
Please hear the community and approve the permit application for the Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge on September 5. 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you not only have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s 
worst transportation inequities, but you can set a much-needed example that our local 
government authorities can take the tangible steps needed to make daily life easier for 
residents. 

Please approve BATA’s permit application ASAP! 

Our community has long suffered from the inaccessibility of the third lane, which significantly 
affects daily life. The upcoming opportunity to approve the permit to be submitted by BATA 
about enacting changes to the bridge presents a critical opportunity to revisit this plan and 
comprehensively address the extensive traffic issues affecting bridge commuters. 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 63% of the car commuters are people of color, and 60% make less 
than the median income for the Bay Area. 

While only 80-250 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane daily, car trips exceed 80,000. 
Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times that exacerbate 
their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a precedent for addressing 
significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Nearly 80% of voters favor dedicating the third lane to carpools and transit during peak 
morning hours, which highlights the community’s strong preference for practical 
transportation solutions that reflect our needs. 

Your decisive action can significantly enhance community trust and well-being, showing that 
practical, equitable solutions to our problems are possible. We trust in your leadership to make 
the right decision to restore efficiency and equity to our transportation system. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. It is crucial that we 
resolve this issue as soon as possible to improve the lives of thousands of daily commuters. 

Sincerely, 
James Cook 



430 Golden Gate Ave #306, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
drjamescook@gmail.com 
415-745-5312 



From: Karen Alvarado 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Thursday, February 27, 2025 9:26:55 AM 

February 27, 2025 @ 05:26pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Karen Alvarado 
2533 Dover ave,San pablo, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
hernandezka1@yahoo.com 
415-602-0910 



From: Kathleen Clancy 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Thursday, February 27, 2025 8:18:41 AM 

February 27, 2025 @ 04:18pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Kathleen Clancy 
1900 stenmark dr Richmond California, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
clancyk222@yahoo.com 
415-519-2564 



From: Richard Sintchak 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Thursday, February 27, 2025 12:20:25 PM 

February 27, 2025 @ 06:46pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Richard Sintchak 
916 San Pablo Avenue, 
Albany, CA 94706 
rich@asia.com 
415-867-1519 



From: Rong Xu 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Thursday, February 27, 2025 12:09:12 AM 

February 27, 2025 @ 08:08am 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Rong Xu 
199 Canal Street, Apt 3, 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
lotus_r99@yahoo.com 



415-710-6799 



From: William Meredith 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Thursday, February 27, 2025 8:08:48 AM 

February 27, 2025 @ 04:08pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
William Meredith 
2714 Arlington Blvd. El Cerrito CA, 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 
ebilly659@gmail.com 
510-882-5488 



From: Gustavo Spremich 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Friday, February 28, 2025 5:45:16 PM 

March 01, 2025 @ 01:44am 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Gustavo Spremich 
1155 King Ct, 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 
gustavospremich5@gmail.com 



510-813-6665 



From: Jay Coffey 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Friday, February 28, 2025 5:39:21 PM 

March 01, 2025 @ 01:39am 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Jay Coffey 
1201 Melville sq, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
jaydcoffey@gmail.com 
510-221-8493 



From: Jidel Lopez 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Friday, February 28, 2025 6:12:47 PM 

March 01, 2025 @ 02:12am 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Jidel Lopez 
2825 Cutting Blvd Apt by B, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
lopezjidel@gmail.com 
415-497-4061 



From: Maria Flores 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Friday, February 28, 2025 5:52:58 PM 

March 01, 2025 @ 01:52am 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Maria Flores 
131 Thornton st, 
San Leandro, CA 94577 
reyesmflores@msn.com 
510-710-0563 



From: Christian Talavera 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Saturday, March 1, 2025 7:34:18 AM 

March 01, 2025 @ 03:33pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Christian Talavera 
5777 Sherwood Forest ave, 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 
christiandtalavera@gmail.com 
646-645-2949 



From: Erika Medina 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Saturday, March 1, 2025 6:04:36 PM 

March 02, 2025 @ 02:04am 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Erika Medina 
112 Corte st, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
erikamedina92@gmail.com 



510-660-3210 



From: Jesus Ramos 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Saturday, March 1, 2025 9:42:34 AM 

March 01, 2025 @ 05:41pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Jesus Ramos 
5400 Highland Ave, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
cheeto1942@gmail.com 
510-965-7443 



From: Karen Karen 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Saturday, March 1, 2025 8:00:20 AM 

March 01, 2025 @ 04:00pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Karen Karen 
34000 Richmond Parkway , 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
kjej16@gmail.com 
925-428-4214 



From: Richard Smith 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Saturday, March 1, 2025 9:45:57 AM 

March 01, 2025 @ 05:45pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Richard Smith 
5154 Carriage Dr, 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 
rpsmith0283@gmail.com 



510-915-6158 



From: Harold Maneth 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Sunday, March 2, 2025 8:45:58 AM 

March 02, 2025 @ 04:45pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Harold Maneth 
24545 Oneil Ave Apt 315, 
Hayward, CA 94544 
Harold_Maneth@yahoo.com 
925-765-9488 



From: Hilario Marquez 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Sunday, March 2, 2025 7:25:01 PM 

March 03, 2025 @ 03:24am 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Hilario Marquez 
128 marina way Richmond , 
Richmond, CA 94801 
hilario63@gmail.com 
510-301-1996 



From: Jesus Lopez 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Sunday, March 2, 2025 8:39:04 AM 

March 02, 2025 @ 04:38pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Jesus Lopez 
6401 Shellmound St. Emeryville, CA, 
Emeryville, CA 94608 
jesus.lopez.8336@gmail.com 
916-889-3098 



From: Nedisa Ochoa 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Sunday, March 2, 2025 5:09:07 PM 

March 03, 2025 @ 01:08am 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Nedisa Ochoa 
868 McLaughlin St, 
Richmond, CA 94805 
minimelda16@gmail.com 
510-418-2329 



From: Samantha Davidson 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Sunday, March 2, 2025 6:13:29 AM 

March 02, 2025 @ 02:12pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Samantha Davidson 
127 Eddy St, Richmond, CA, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
samantha.davidson3789@gmail.com 
925-260-5098 



From: Adam Balcerek 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Monday, March 3, 2025 2:42:20 PM 

March 03, 2025 @ 10:41pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Adam Balcerek 
5852 Olinda Rd, 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 
itsadamlee@yahoo.com 
415-595-4144 



From: Nazir Cooper 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Monday, March 3, 2025 3:28:36 PM 

March 03, 2025 @ 11:26pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Nazir Cooper 
3400 Richmond pkwy , 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
nazir.cooper@yahoo.com 
925-488-7024 



From: Nico Mendoza 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Monday, March 3, 2025 9:15:44 AM 

March 02, 2025 @ 12:56am 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it's why I'm one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they're forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn't also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Nico Mendoza 
2815 Sargent Ave, San Pablo, CA, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
nicolasryan23@gmail.com 



650-703-7151 



From: Tony Abizeid 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Monday, March 3, 2025 12:30:11 PM 

March 03, 2025 @ 08:29pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Tony Abizeid 
311 Commodore Dr, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
aabizeid@aol.com 
415-412-2384 



From: Chris Bravo 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 5:54:35 PM 

March 04, 2025 @ 04:03pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Chris Bravo 
253 7TH ST, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
chbravo240@gmail.com 
415-424-0018 



From: Frederico Alves 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 6:45:56 PM 

March 04, 2025 @ 05:14pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Frederico Alves 
1210 Elm St, 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 
freddie.lacerda@gmail.com 
978-289-3911 



From: Jose Leon 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 10:39:49 AM 

March 04, 2025 @ 05:54am 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Jose Leon 
705 Thomas drive , 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
joserl3443@gmail.com 
661-312-4704 



From: Mary Mary Helmrich 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 8:57:33 AM 

March 04, 2025 @ 04:10am 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Mary Mary Helmrich 
490 WESTERN DR, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
mmhsfo@gmail.com 
510-453-1728 



From: Robert Payne 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 4:08:44 PM 

March 04, 2025 @ 02:28pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Robert Payne 
2722 18th St, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
xxwckdxx@gmail.com 
510-691-7397 



From: Sandra Howard 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 8:27:48 PM 

March 04, 2025 @ 06:45pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Sandra Howard 
1309 S 58th St, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
sandyhoward65@yahoo.com 



510-691-7940 



From: Stefanne Medeiros 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 10:22:18 AM 

March 04, 2025 @ 05:33am 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Stefanne Medeiros 
4317 BELL WAY, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
stefannem95@gmail.com 
415-299-9261 



From: Steven Khuong 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 11:15:21 AM 

March 04, 2025 @ 07:01am 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Steven Khuong 
100 Marina Lakes Dr., Richmond, CA, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
steven_khuong@yahoo.com 



415-307-6750 



From: Vincent Cristales 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 7:40:09 PM 

March 04, 2025 @ 05:50pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Vincent Cristales 
2409 sixth st , 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
vhcristales@gmail.com 
510-367-4383 



From: Hector Castro 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 12:03:22 PM 

March 05, 2025 @ 08:02pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Hector Castro 
145 paradise Dr Hercules CA 94547, 
Hercules, CA 94947 
castro022@icloud.com 
510-776-7376 



From: Jaqueljne Esteban 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 1:56:30 PM 

March 05, 2025 @ 09:56pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Jaqueljne Esteban 
2646 Andrade ave Richmond ca, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
kdiazbaby3@gmail.com 



510-621-4231 



From: Jerem Cruz 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 11:24:50 AM 

March 05, 2025 @ 06:45pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Jerem Cruz 
642 s 21st Richmond Ca, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
jeremy.cruz80@yahoo.com 
510-316-9101 



From: Maryan Waqa 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 2:26:42 PM 

March 05, 2025 @ 10:26pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Maryan Waqa 
513 Pomona Ave , 
Albany, CA 94706 
queen516@yahoo.com 
510-703-5248 



From: Nick Howell 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 11:54:46 AM 

March 05, 2025 @ 07:53pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Nick Howell 
750 national ct, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
nhowell84@yahoo.com 
925-595-5121 



From: Zoltan Mandoki 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 8:03:08 AM 

March 05, 2025 @ 09:37am 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Zoltan Mandoki 
1860 Stanton , 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
zoltanmandoki2500@gmail.com 



415-728-7254 



From: Andrew Hamill 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Thursday, March 6, 2025 8:43:09 PM 

March 07, 2025 @ 04:42am 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Andrew Hamill 
68 Idaho Street, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
andyhamill@comcast.net 
415-519-7210 



From: Dina Garcia 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Thursday, March 6, 2025 8:43:14 PM 

March 07, 2025 @ 04:42am 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Dina Garcia 
1903 Tulare Ave, 
Richmond, CA 94805 
maryhermosa_16@hotmail.com 
415-917-6780 



From: Elsa Mata-Powell 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Thursday, March 6, 2025 9:39:34 AM 

March 06, 2025 @ 05:38pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Elsa Mata-Powell 
2330 Brookwood Ave Santa Rosa, 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
ebiancamata@gmail.com 
818-524-8288 



From: Erik MOnterroso 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Thursday, March 6, 2025 6:11:02 PM 

March 07, 2025 @ 02:10am 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Erik MOnterroso 
3324 TENNESSEE ST, 
Vallejo, CA 94591 
e.monterroso14@yahoo.com 



415-680-8641 



From: Heather Ellis 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Thursday, March 6, 2025 9:56:48 AM 

March 06, 2025 @ 05:56pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Heather Ellis 
3106 Moyers Rd, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
heather.rose.ellis@gmail.com 



703-314-2583 



From: Kimmy Moran 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Thursday, March 6, 2025 7:36:45 PM 

March 07, 2025 @ 03:36am 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Kimmy Moran 
633 ROCK ROSE WAY, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
kimberly.moran0901@gmail.com 
415-793-4647 



From: Maria Alvarado 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Thursday, March 6, 2025 9:51:45 AM 

March 06, 2025 @ 05:51pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Maria Alvarado 
1723 Pine Ave, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
flores.mary60@yahoo.com 
415-721-2472 



From: Robert Knight 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Thursday, March 6, 2025 9:38:13 AM 

March 06, 2025 @ 05:37pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Robert Knight 
3640 Park Ridge Drive , 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
robertk50@sbcglobal.net 
510-243-7536 



From: Anna Griffin 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Friday, March 7, 2025 8:16:52 PM 

March 08, 2025 @ 04:16am 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Anna Griffin 
2628 Tulare Avenue, 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 
aebsen@gmail.com 
708-308-0058 



From: Brittany Ross 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Friday, March 7, 2025 1:15:13 PM 

March 07, 2025 @ 09:14pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Brittany Ross 
1063 Promenade st , 
Hercules, CA 94547 
brittanylross88@gmail.com 
151-062-1930 



From: Marty Wolf 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Friday, March 7, 2025 10:56:27 AM 

March 07, 2025 @ 06:56pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Marty Wolf 
20 Glenside Way, 
San Rafael, CA 94903 
martywolfsf@mac.com 
415-298-9098 



From: Mort Pimsler 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Friday, March 7, 2025 1:48:42 PM 

March 07, 2025 @ 09:48pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Mort Pimsler 
P.O. Box 70845, 
Richmond, CA 94807 
yomort75@gmail.com 



415-215-9202 



From: Paul Fordham 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Friday, March 7, 2025 10:10:03 AM 

March 07, 2025 @ 06:09pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Paul Fordham 
1385 N. Hamilton Parkway, 
Novato, CA 94949 
pfordham@hbofm.org 
415-382-3363 



From: Alonna Jackson 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Saturday, March 8, 2025 3:34:42 PM 

March 08, 2025 @ 11:34pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Alonna Jackson 
1601 Gaynor Avenue, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
jalonna2001@gmail.cl 
510-680-0827 



From: Angela Hinckley 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Saturday, March 8, 2025 8:09:46 AM 

March 08, 2025 @ 04:09pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Angela Hinckley 
1424 Sandpiper Spit, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
angela@smithranchmarketing.com 
415-250-2972 



From: Clint Fuhrman 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Saturday, March 8, 2025 8:55:22 PM 

March 09, 2025 @ 04:54am 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Clint Fuhrman 
2210 Georgia St, 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
platypusclint@gmail.com 
330-741-0571 



From: Danielle Tocher 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Saturday, March 8, 2025 9:05:24 AM 

March 08, 2025 @ 05:04pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Danielle Tocher 
1085 amend st, 
Pinole, CA 94564 
dngillett@gmail.com 
408-644-4155 



From: Juventino Crisostomo 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Saturday, March 8, 2025 10:00:47 AM 

March 08, 2025 @ 06:00pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Juventino Crisostomo 
2539 McBryde ave, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
juventinocrisostomo33@gmail.com 
510-932-3088 



From: Ola Bailey 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Saturday, March 8, 2025 9:15:01 AM 

March 08, 2025 @ 05:14pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Ola Bailey 
50 TERRACE AVE, 
Richmond, CA 94801 
aleksandra.gielezy@gmail.com 



415-806-9367 



From: Catherine Reeves 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Sunday, March 9, 2025 9:25:50 PM 

March 10, 2025 @ 04:25am 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Catherine Reeves 
5852 Olinda rd. El Sobrante , 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 
catherinereeves100@yahoo.com 
510-520-0671 



From: Eliezer Galindo 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Sunday, March 9, 2025 9:12:11 PM 

March 10, 2025 @ 04:11am 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Eliezer Galindo 
San Pablo , 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
eliezergalindo@yahoo.com 
415-798-4540 



From: Francisco Moreno 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Sunday, March 9, 2025 4:27:03 PM 

March 09, 2025 @ 11:26pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Francisco Moreno 
180 24th St, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
morenopainter2262@gmail.com 
510-439-7071 



From: Jessica King 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Sunday, March 9, 2025 4:14:09 PM 

March 09, 2025 @ 11:13pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Jessica King 
7812 Potrero Ave, 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 
zussej@gmail.com 



510-333-6094 



From: Lilliana Pena 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Sunday, March 9, 2025 5:44:21 PM 

March 10, 2025 @ 12:43am 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Lilliana Pena 
2736 Killarney dr, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
lilnray2407@yahoo.com 



510-846-5199 



From: Linda Varonin 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Sunday, March 9, 2025 3:49:44 PM 

March 09, 2025 @ 10:49pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Linda Varonin 
268 Sausalito St. Corte Madera, 
Corte Madera, CA 94925 
linda.varonin@gmail.com 
415-924-5343 



From: Mervyn Regan 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Sunday, March 9, 2025 9:07:05 PM 

March 10, 2025 @ 04:06am 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Mr. Mervyn Regan 
8353 Hayfield Circle, 
Sacramento, CA 95828 
imisausalito@gmail.com 
415-990-1630 



From: Scott Lewis 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Sunday, March 9, 2025 3:57:06 PM 

March 09, 2025 @ 10:56pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Scott Lewis 
434 Grizzly Peak Blvd, 
Berkeley, CA 94708 
scottr.lewis@gmail.com 
707-235-9369 



From: Zoe Elkins 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Sunday, March 9, 2025 2:45:50 PM 

March 09, 2025 @ 09:45pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Zoe Elkins 
2510 Mira Vista Dr. El Cerrito, 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 
bayzoe.ze@gmail.com 
510-590-6790 



From: Carlos Perez 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Monday, March 10, 2025 4:05:01 PM 

March 10, 2025 @ 11:03pm 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote on March 20 to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent 
traffic congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue on March 20! 

Sincerely, 
Carlos Perez 
3501 Civic Center DR, 
San Rafael, CA 94903 
carlos.perez@marincounty.gov 
415-473-7893 



From: Darren Mendelsohn 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Monday, March 10, 2025 2:22:46 PM 

March 10, 2025 @ 09:20pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Darren Mendelsohn 
145 goldenrod dr, 
Hercules, CA 94547 
d2necroslayer@aol.com 
925-348-1368 



From: Herbertt Brosbe 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Monday, March 10, 2025 1:08:21 PM 

March 10, 2025 @ 08:06pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 
20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Herbertt Brosbe 
7218 Stockton Ave, 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 
hbrosbe@gmail.com 
707-322-4821 



From: Josue Camacho 
To: Marie Gilmore 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Monday, March 10, 2025 4:15:28 PM 

March 10, 2025 @ 11:14pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Mayor Marie Gilmore, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Josue Camacho 
94805 United States, 
Richmond, CA 94805 
camacho.jc1421@gmail.com 



510-000-0000 



   
   

  
          

       
 

  
 

            
   

 
 

 
          

       
       

 
 

   
          

 
           

             
  

 
   

     
 

             
            

          
      

 
         

           
        

 
 

            
            

 

From: Stacey Brazil <team@speak4.co> 
To: Commissioner Pat Eklund <peklund@novato.org> 
Date: 03/10/2025 11:45 PM PDT 
Subject: [External] Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 

March 11, 2025 @ 06:43am 

Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. 
Please act now! 

Dear Commissioner Pat Eklund, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention to 
finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a BCDC 
commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst transportation 
inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people who 
must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning 
peak hours, car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have 
no alternative routes, enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress 
and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to 
reopen the third lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate 
transportation inequities and set a precedent for addressing significant community 
challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents 
who support this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane 
during peak morning commute hours. 



          
          

 
 

 
   

  
 

 
 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please 
vote to remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Stacey Brazil 
4429 Meadowbrook Drive, 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 
staceysedge@aol.com 
510-610-0704 



   
  

  
   

 
  

 
  

 
   

 
   

  
       

     
     

  
 

   
     

  
     

      
  

 
     

     
           

   
 

 
   

      
     

   
 

  
   

 
 

   
  

   
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

From: Diane Dulmage <team@speak4.co> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2025 3:48 PM 
To: Gunther, Andrew@Waterboards <Andrew.Gunther@Waterboards.ca.gov> 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the 
Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
March 11, 2025 @ 10:45pm 

Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Commissioner Dr. Andrew Gunther, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane on the 
Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to alleviate traffic 
congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our community has been stressing the 
urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time for BCDC to act - please vote to support this 
common sense move to balance the needs of thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. 
on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East Bay, and 
it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 bikers use the bike 
lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, whereas 40,000 trips are 
made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to get to and from work each day, and 
due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate increasingly long commute times that cause 
further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a household income 
less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These workers and their families are 
already struggling with the rising costs of living and increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t 
also have to navigate onerous travel times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few 
daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer a strong 
start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge, but 
also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our government agencies have the 
capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that the vast 
majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters support opening the 
third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way towards 
addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 
Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Diane Dulmage 
167 Shoreline Ct, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
dilicious50@gmail.com 
408-806-1891 



  
  

   
    

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

      
     

    
  

 
    

     
  

    
      

  
 

    
    

          
   

 
 

     
      

    
   

  
    

 
 

   
 

   
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

From: Jackie Leventhal <team@speak4.co> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2025 9:16 AM 
To: Sean Randolph <sean@bayareacouncil.org> 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

March 11, 2025 @ 04:00pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge! 

Dear Commissioner Sean Randolph, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane on the 
Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to alleviate traffic 
congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our community has been stressing the 
urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time for BCDC to act - please vote to support this 
common sense move to balance the needs of thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. 
on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East Bay, and 
it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 bikers use the bike 
lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, whereas 40,000 trips are 
made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to get to and from work each day, and 
due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate increasingly long commute times that cause 
further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a household income 
less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These workers and their families are 
already struggling with the rising costs of living and increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t 
also have to navigate onerous travel times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few 
daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer a strong 
start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge, but 
also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our government agencies have the 
capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our communities. 
While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that the vast 
majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters support opening the 
third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way towards 
addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 
Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Jackie Leventhal 
36 Sotelo Avenue, 
Piedmont, CA 94611 
yogajackie@me.com 
510-220-5570 



From: Jackie Leventhal 
To: Tommy Williams 
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael 

Bridge! 
Date: Tuesday, March 11, 2025 9:16:57 AM 

March 11, 2025 @ 04:00pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Tommy Williams, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Jackie Leventhal 
36 Sotelo Avenue, 
Piedmont, CA 94611 
yogajackie@me.com 



510-220-5570 



From: Jackie Leventhal 
To: Ambuehl, David@DOT 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Tuesday, March 11, 2025 9:16:27 AM 

EXTERNAL EMAIL. Links/attachments may not be safe. 
March 11, 2025 @ 04:00pm 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear David Ambuehl, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists. on March 20! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
Jackie Leventhal 
36 Sotelo Avenue, 
Piedmont, CA 94611 



yogajackie@me.com 
510-220-5570 



  
    

  
       

  
 

  
        

 
 

   
 

    
         

     
 

    
   

 
            

             
 

 
    

   
 

    
    

   
 

    
  

  
 

   
   

 
   

   
 

 
 

   
   

 
 

From: Joel Eisenberg <team@speak4.co> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2025 12:45 PM 
To: Gunther, Andrew@Waterboards <Andrew.Gunther@Waterboards.ca.gov> 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! use the Phish Alert Button. 

March 11, 2025 @ 07:43pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please 
act now! 

Dear Commissioner Dr. Andrew Gunther, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention to finding 
solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a BCDC commissioner, you 
have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-Thursdays to 
help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people who must 
commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly strained housing 
market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more than an 
hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, car trips 
exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel 
times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third lane for a 
breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a precedent for 
addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support this 
change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to remove the bike 
lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Joel Eisenberg 
5940 Arlington Blvd, 
Richmond, CA 94805 
jeprops@gmail.com 
510-841-2022 



  
    

  
       

  
 

  
        

 
 

   
 

    
         

     
 

    
   

 
            

             
 

 
    

   
 

    
    

   
 

    
  

  
 

   
   

 
   

   
 

 
 

   
   

 
 

From: Joel Eisenberg <team@speak4.co> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2025 12:45 PM 
To: Gunther, Andrew@Waterboards <Andrew.Gunther@Waterboards.ca.gov> 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! use the Phish Alert Button. 

March 11, 2025 @ 07:43pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please 
act now! 

Dear Commissioner Dr. Andrew Gunther, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention to finding 
solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a BCDC commissioner, you 
have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-Thursdays to 
help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people who must 
commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly strained housing 
market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more than an 
hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, car trips 
exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel 
times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third lane for a 
breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a precedent for 
addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support this 
change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to remove the bike 
lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Joel Eisenberg 
5940 Arlington Blvd, 
Richmond, CA 94805 
jeprops@gmail.com 
510-841-2022 



 
   

  
       
     

  
          

 

 

           
          

          

       
        

          
     

 

    
   

       
          

      

        
      

    

            
         

        
     

 
 

   
  

 

From: Joel Eisenberg <team@speak4.co> 
Date: March 11, 2025 at 12:45:17 PM PDT 
To: Sean Randolph <sean@bayareacouncil.org> 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 

March 11, 2025 @ 07:43pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please 
act now! 

Dear Commissioner Sean Randolph, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention to finding 
solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a BCDC commissioner, you 
have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays- Thursdays to 
help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people who must 
commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly strained housing 
market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more than an 
hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, car trips 
exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel 
times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third lane for a 
breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a precedent for 
addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support this 
change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to remove the bike 
lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Joel Eisenberg 
5940 Arlington Blvd, 
Richmond, CA 94805 
jeprops@gmail.com 
510-841-2022



 
  

   
   

    
 

 
  

       
 

 
  

 
      

        
      

 
      
   

 
          

       
 

 
    

   
 

    
     

     
 

   
       

    
 

     
   

 
   

     
 

 
 

   
   

 
 

From: Joel Eisenberg <team@speak4.co> 
Date: March 11, 2025 at 12:45:15 PM PDT 
To: "Addiego, Mark" <Mark.Addiego@ssf.net> 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 

March 11, 2025 @ 07:43pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Commissioner Mark Addiego, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention to finding 
solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a BCDC commissioner, you 
have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays- Thursdays to 
help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people who must 
commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly strained housing 
market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more than an 
hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, car trips 
exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel 
times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third lane for a 
breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a precedent for 
addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support this 
change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to remove the bike 
lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Joel Eisenberg 
5940 Arlington Blvd, 
Richmond, CA 94805 
jeprops@gmail.com 
510-841-2022 



  
 

  
 

 
  

 
    

            
 

 
    

 
     

    
      
  

 
   

   
 

          
    

 
 

   
    

      
 

  
     

    
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

On 03/11/2025 7:02 AM PDT Judy Kerr <team@speak4.co> wrote: 

March 11, 2025 @ 02:00pm 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Commissioner Pat Eklund, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the bike lane 
on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the emergency 
shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at the BCDC meeting on March 20! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic congestion has 
become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life for the commuters - of 
whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than $75K per year - who are forced to 
navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential options, 
with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an overwhelming 
40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a solution that better serves 
most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands of 
commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical solutions that 
enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective leadership 
and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making decisions that 
prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our 
community’s future. 

Sincerely, 
Judy Kerr 
653 Spokane Ave, 
Albany, CA 94706 
ridleykerr@gmail.com 
510-717-4600 



  
   

   
       

 
 

  
        

 
 

 
 

    
    

     
 

    
   

 
             

             
 

 
    

   
 

    
    

   
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

 
 

   
   

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

From: Stacy Poe <team@speak4.co> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2025 6:59 AM 
To: Sean Randolph <sean@bayareacouncil.org> 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

March 12, 2025 @ 01:57pm 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please 
act now! 

Dear Commissioner Sean Randolph, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention to finding 
solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a BCDC commissioner, you 
have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-Thursdays to 
help alleviate bridge traffic at the upcoming March 20 vote! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people who must 
commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly strained housing 
market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more than an 
hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, car trips 
exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel 
times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third lane for a 
breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a precedent for 
addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays on March 20. 

Sincerely, 
Stacy Poe 
968 Marlesta Road, 
Pinole, CA 94564 
sdavidson384@gmail.com 
757-871-6310 



From: Ahmed Riaz 
To: Belia Ramos 
Subject: Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 
Date: Monday, March 17, 2025 10:48:00 PM 

[External Email - Use Caution] 

March 18, 2025 @ 05:46am 
Commissioner, you can make a big difference with my morning commute! 

Dear Commissioner Belia Ramos, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen regarding the urgent need to remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays. 

Please vote to reopen the bike lane during weekdays to alleviate the persistent traffic 
congestion that has negatively affected quality of life for tens of thousands of daily 
commuters. 

I urge you to support the plan to close the bike lane during the week and restore the emergency 
shoulder on the Bridge. We are counting on you, as one of the BCDC commissioners who will 
make this decision, to take decisive action and help bring about a comprehensive solution to 
our traffic woes. 

On average, tens of thousands of vehicles are bottlenecked on the bridge daily, severely 
affecting the quality of life for people in nearby communities. Our local communities - largely 
middle and working class people - are bearing the brunt of the traffic impact. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during peak hours, car trips exceed 
40,000 daily. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, enduring long travel times 
that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of life. 

Please remember that an overwhelming 80% of Richmond voters support this initiative, 
clearly showing public support for practical, effective transportation solutions. 

Your leadership can significantly improve our daily lives. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to resolving this critical issue! 

Sincerely, 
Ahmed Riaz 
8898 Terrace Dr, El Cerrito, 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 
ahmedriaz@gmail.com 
510-590-0999 



From: Alenie Olasiman 
To: Belia Ramos 
Subject: Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 
Date: Monday, March 17, 2025 10:47:54 PM 

[External Email - Use Caution] 

March 18, 2025 @ 05:46am 
Commissioner, East Bay working class commuters are counting on you! 

Dear Commissioner Belia Ramos, 

I am reaching out as a concerned member of our community to show my support to close the 
bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge from Mondays to Thursdays, and restore the 
emergency shoulder. 

Please take decisive action to approve this permit application at BCDC! 

This potential change presents a critical opportunity to address a major inequity. Traffic 
congestion has become more than a nuisance; it has a major negative impact on quality of life 
for the commuters - of whom more than two-thirds are from households making less than 
$75K per year - who are forced to navigate the increasingly lengthy bridge commute. 

These workers are already facing the stress of increased costs of living and fewer residential 
options, with the Bridge serving as their only option for their daily commute. 

While only 21 cyclists use the westbound bike lane during morning commuting hours, an 
overwhelming 40,000 vehicle trips are made. This imbalance highlights the urgent need for a 
solution that better serves most bridge users. 

Reopening the third lane would alleviate congestion and reduce the daily stress on thousands 
of commuters. This change is supported by 80% of Richmond voters, who favor practical 
solutions that enhance commute efficiency and public health. 

Your support for this proposal can drive significant positive change, demonstrating effective 
leadership and responsiveness to community needs. We count on your commitment to making 
decisions that prioritize well-being and equity in our transportation infrastructure. 

Thank you for considering this urgent appeal. Your action is crucial for our community’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 
Alenie Olasiman 
1915 Miner Ave, 
San Pablo, CA 94806 
alenie66@yahoo.com 
510-965-2040 



From: URSULA CALDERON URSULA CALDERON 
To: Belia Ramos 
Subject: Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge! 
Date: Monday, March 17, 2025 6:26:45 PM 

[External Email - Use Caution] 

March 18, 2025 @ 01:25am 
Support Commuters! Support Working People! Please act now to fix the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge! 

Dear Commissioner Belia Ramos, 

Please support the unanimous decision by MTC to share the bridge and remove the bike lane 
on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge during weekdays, Monday through mid-day Thursday, to 
alleviate traffic congestion and safety risks for commuters and working people! Our 
community has been stressing the urgent need to make this change for years. Now is the time 
for BCDC to act - please vote to support this common sense move to balance the needs of 
thousands of working people and a handful of bicyclists! 

The implementation of the bike lane has disproportionately impacted commuters from the East 
Bay, and it’s why I’m one of thousands calling for change. As you know, on average, only 21 
bikers use the bike lane on the westbound portion of the bridge during the morning commute, 
whereas 40,000 trips are made daily by car. These car commuters have no other alternative to 
get to and from work each day, and due to the traffic on the bridge, they’re forced to navigate 
increasingly long commute times that cause further strain on their lives. 

This data shows that this is a clear equity issue. Over 82% of bridge commuters have a 
household income less than $100K, and more than two-thirds make less than $75k. These 
workers and their families are already struggling with the rising costs of living and 
increasingly fewer residential options. They shouldn’t also have to navigate onerous travel 
times and additional neighborhood traffic, all in the name of a few daily cyclists. 

We urgently need to address this issue. Approving the permit amendment would not only offer 
a strong start to permanently resolving the inequities of the traffic issue on the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge, but also offer an example to the rest of the Bay Area and the state that our 
government agencies have the capacity to address some of the biggest challenges facing our 
communities. 

While it is clear that there are loud voices in opposition to this proposal, please remember that 
the vast majority of Richmond residents support it: Eighty percent (80%) of Richmond voters 
support opening the third lane! 

You have the power to make an essential common sense decision that will go a long way 
towards addressing inequity in the community and restoring faith in our local leadership. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 
URSULA CALDERON URSULA CALDERON 
3000 Nevin Ave, 



Richmond, CA 94804 
ucalderon@aol.com 
510-734-5431 



From: domine hill 
To: Belia Ramos 
Subject: Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our communities. Please act now! 
Date: Tuesday, March 18, 2025 12:15:06 AM 

[External Email - Use Caution] 

March 18, 2025 @ 07:12am 
Dear Commissioner: The traffic on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is hurting our 
communities. Please act now! 

Dear Commissioner Belia Ramos, 

As a resident deeply concerned with our community's well-being, I appreciate your attention 
to finding solutions for the grave traffic issues on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. As a 
BCDC commissioner, you have the opportunity to address one of the Bay Area’s worst 
transportation inequities. 

Please approve the permit amendment to remove the bike lane on the bridge Mondays-
Thursdays to help alleviate bridge traffic! 

Traffic congestion disrupts daily lives, disproportionately affecting the working class people 
who must commute across the bridge daily to combat rising costs of living and an increasingly 
strained housing market. 

The median commuter has a household income of less than $75K per year, and spends more 
than an hour commuting to work. 

While only 21 cyclists utilize the westbound bike lane during week day morning peak hours, 
car trips exceed 40,000 each morning. Most of these commuters have no alternative routes, 
enduring long travel times that exacerbate their daily stress and reduce their overall quality of 
life. 

Given these conditions, your support in moving forward with the proposal to reopen the third 
lane for a breakdown lane would alleviate the immediate transportation inequities and set a 
precedent for addressing significant community challenges across the Bay Area and beyond. 

Thank you for considering the voices of the vast majority of Richmond residents who support 
this change. Nearly 80% of voters favor removing the bike lane during peak morning 
commute hours. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and attention to this pressing issue. Please vote to 
remove the bike lane during weekdays. 

Sincerely, 
domine hill 
440 south 27th street, 
Richmond, CA 94804 
domhill07@yahoo.com 
510-815-1043 
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