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June 9, 2023 

TO: Commissioners and Alternates 

FROM: Lawrence J. Goldzband, Executive Director (415/352-3653; larry.goldzband@bcdc.ca.gov) 
Anusha Ragunathan, Human Resources Analyst (415/352-3639; anusha.ragunathan@bcdc.ca.gov 

SUBJECT:  Approval of Undergraduate Interns 

Summary 

As I noted during my Executive Director’s report last Thursday, BCDC plans to welcome five 
undergraduate interns this summer. 

1. Three are members of the Commission’s formal undergraduate internship program that
seeks a diverse complement of students (the three will be state employees during their
tenure and be classified as “Student Assistants”);

2. One is a member of the California State University (CSU) Council on Ocean Affairs,
Science & Technology (COAST) undergraduate internship program; and,

3. One is a member of the Stanford in Government undergraduate internship program.

Recommendation 

Unless I hear otherwise by close of business on Friday, June 9, 2023, you will be introduced to 
the following five undergraduate interns at BCDC’s June 15, 2023 Commission meeting: 

1. BCDC Undergraduate Internship Program

• Olivia Reid (Richmond) is a student in Syracuse University’s Class of 2025.  She is 
majoring in Policy Studies with a minor in Business.  Olivia made the Dean’s list in 
2021 and 2022 and maintains a 4.0 GPA. She is also working as a Project Manager 
with Skills Win, a program that provides resources to enhance professional skills for 
those who have limited access to training.  Olivia will work with Angela Noble, 
BCDC’s Records Manager.

• Taleen Cochrane (Fresno) will start her senior year at U.C. Berkeley next fall.  She is 
majoring in Environmental Engineering Science. Taleen recently spent a semester in 
Brisbane, Australia learning about coastal processes and conservation planning. 
Taleen will work in the GIS program.

• Ava Hawkins (Anacortes, WA) is a member of the U.C. Berkeley Class of 2024. She is 
majoring in Conservation and Resource Studies with an emphasis on Environmental 
Policy, and minoring in Native American Studies.  She worked last summer as a 
legislative intern for the Office of Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) and will work on a 
hydro power research project this year.  Ava will work with BCDC’s Environmental 
Justice staff.
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2. COAST Internship Program

• Roxanne Wilkerson will be a junior at Sonoma State University.  She is majoring in 
Geography, Environmental Studies, and Planning.  Roxanne made the Dean’s List 
in 2022 and plays for the Women’s Soccer Club.  She will support the Adapting to 
Rising Tides Program and the GIS program.

3. Stanford in Government Internship Program

• Alessandra Mohar (Oakland) is a member of Stanford University’s Class of 2026. 
She is currently undeclared but is interested in pursuing Public Policy or Urban 
Studies.  She has previously interned at Filipino Advocates for Justice and API Legal 
Outreach, has served as the Secretary to the Oakland Youth Advisory Commission, 
and is a youth member of Alameda County’s “All In Ending Youth Homelessness” 
program.

As with previous years, the interns will interview various Commissioners, professionals in 
coastal zone management, and other friends of BCDC, make a presentation to the 
Commission on their summer’s observations, achievements, and suggestions, and will work 
with the Executive Director to improve their interview and resume-writing skills. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns that you may have. 
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