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Brock de Lappe - Marine Consulting - (510) 384-1083 - brockdelappe@gmail.com

CORRECTION

Illegal Anchor-Out Burns and Sinks off Union Point

On Friday evening, February 10, 2023, a sailboat illegally anchored between Union Point
Park and Coast Guard Island caught fire and ultimately sank. Both the Oakland and
Alameda Fire Departments responded to the incident. This is yet a further example of
how these vessels are a clear and present danger to both the environment and navigational
safety of the Oakland Estuary.

The vessel in the photograph below was previously reported as the burned and sunken
vessel. That is incorrect.


mailto:brockdelappe@gmail.com

The vessel that burned sank in deeper water closer to the Union Point Marina. It is only
partially visible at low tide, and as such, it is a definite hazard to navigation. It is not clear
who will be responsible for removing this wreck or what it will cost. The majority of the
illegal anchor-out vessels are not properly registered or insured.

This is a text message received from Dan Brekke, a KQED reporter, who toured the
Oakland waterfront earlier last week:

| did listen to the scanner tapes. The craft was described as a sailboat moored about
75 yards offshore near the Oakland end of the Coast Guard Island bridge. | imagine it's
one of the craft we saw when we were out there. Both Oakland and Alameda fire
departments responded; OFD sent at least a couple of trucks and its Marine One
fireboat; AFD sent a fireboat. One firefighter described the sailboat as having burned to
the waterline with its mast fallen. Most of the effort seemed to involve keeping it from
getting tangled with another boat out there and figuring out how to push it to the
Oakland shore. It sounded like one or both departments contacted the Coast Guard,
which told them it would not be responding. An Oakland firefighter said he would be
contacting the Oakland Police Department; “they have some company that comes out
and takes care of these,” he said, or words to that effect.--
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Brock de Lappe - Marine Consulting - (510) 384-1083 - brockdelappe@gmail.com

Oakland Estuary Photo Survey
January 31, 2023

This green sailboat named Pheona Love has been tied up to the Broadway public dock at
Jack London Square for months in complete disregard of the 4-hour berthing limit. All
attempts to get this vessel to move have failed. As a result, more derelict vessels are now
on the public guest dock in front of Scott’s restaurant. If one is allowed, there will be more.
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There is a public Guest Dock directly in front of Scott’s restaurant at Jack London Square.
Despite clearly posted time limit of 4-hours, there are now two derelicts illegally tied up to
this dock.






There are numerous derelict vessels at the Jack London Aquatic Center; some on the public
dock and others anchored out. Note the sunken vessel at the public dock, one of two at that
location. Another is aground on the shoreline of the Brooklyn Basin development. When
vessels sink they become a public expense to remove severely impacting limited resources.



Basin at the Jack London Aquatic Center. Derelict anchor-out vessels are hazardous to the
recreational rowing activities at this location.

Trespassing vessels berthed at the Hadal docks, a defense contractor who leases this facility
from the Port of Oakland.



Trespassing vessels at Hadal dock



lllegal anchor-outs offshore of Union Point Park



Public Fishing Pier at Union Point Park

Sunken vessel released fuel oil into the estuary



Public fishing pier at Union Point Park

Two sailboats tied to abandoned wharf off of Miller Milling — East Union Point Park lot



Trash and abandoned shopping carts along the estuary promenade shoreline between the
Fruitvale and High Street bridges to Alameda
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Yet clear conditions on the Estuary did not last long. Marine units
from both OPD and the Alameda Police Department (APD) had to issue
written and verbal warnings—sometimes months in advance—notifying
anchor-outs that their vessels would be seized if they continued to dock in
the Estuary or at public piers. With grant funding from the California

Division of Boating and Waterways (https://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?
page_id=28816) (DBW), OPD’s Marine Patrol Unit launched a smaller
cleanup effort in 2019, removing and crushing as many as 10 abandoned

or derelict boats.

But in late 2019, two former anchor-outs filed a lawsuit
(https://www.oaklandcityattorney.org/PDFS/Closed%20Session%20Repor
ting%200ut%20Forms/JULY%2015,%202021%20CLOSED%20SESSION %2
OREPORTED%200UT%20FINAL%20DECISION%020-
%20Katherine%20De%20la%20Riva%20and%20William%20Allan%20v.
%20City%200f%200akland,%20et%20al..PDF) against the City of
Oakland, officers of the OPD Marine Patrol Unit, and Sean Alexander
Marine Services, Inc., seeking compensation for their vessels and
personal property on board. The plaintiffs alleged that the City of Oakland
and OPD failed to provide “adequate notice and opportunity for hearing”

before OPD seized their vessels, and therefore violated their due process
rights. In July 2021, the Oakland City Council authorized a $280,000
settlement of that lawsuit.

De Lappe said he believes the lawsuit sent shockwaves across law
enforcement agencies, and that many appear to be engaged in a “de-facto
stand down,” taking a much more hesitant approach in dealing with
anchor-outs for fear of future litigation. Despite this, APD’s Marine Unit
removed approximately 11 vessels from the Estuary in 2022, according to
Sarah Henry, Public Information Officer for the City of Alameda. As of
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quantities.
Choose from the toggles below:

» MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP ()
» YEARLY MEMBERSHIP ()
» MAKE A DONATION ()

We offer several types of thank-you gifts:

Donations

Ally - Includes a listing on our our member page.
Memberships

Friend - Add Alameda Post stickers. — 54.99/mo. or S50/yr.

Supporter — Add an Alameda Post t-shirt. — 59.99/mo. or 5100/yr.

Backer - Choose a golf shirt instead of a t-shirt. — $72.49/mo. or S125/yr.

Patron — Choice of shirt, plus one tour ticket/mo. — 529.99/mo. or 5300/yr.

Benefactor - Choice of shirt, plus two tour tickets/mo. — 549 99/mo. or $500/yr.

Champion — Choice of shirt, plus tickets to all tours. — 574.99/mo. or S750/yr.

Angel - Add a custom 90-minute tour with Dennis Evanosky for ten people on the Alameda topic of
your choice. $99.99/mo. or 51,000/yr.

Alameda Weather

Currently, broken clouds with a temperature of 45.5 °F. Humidity is 71 % and the barometer reading is
30.24 inHg and stable. The wind is out of the N-NW at 0.0 mph, with a maximum of 4.0 mph gusts.

Visit our Alameda Weather (https.//alamedapost.com/alameda-weather/) Page for more.

ADVERTISEMENT


https:1/alamedapost.com/alameda-weather



https://alamedapost.com/news/board-of-education-votes-to-end
https://alamedapost.com/contact



https://alamedapost.com/history/todays-alameda-treasure-fasskings
https://alamedapost.com/history/todays-alameda-treasure



https://alamedapost.com/features/alameda-life/art-is-alive-and-well
https://alamedapost.com/news/ausd-votes-to-start-phase-out-at-bay
https://alamedapost.com/news/housing-authority-gets-20
https://alamedapost.com/features/arts/words-that-made-the
https://alamedapost.com/op-ed/two-birds-02
https://alamedapost.com/op-ed/two-birds-02-16-2023

REAP Climate Center Founder Speaks at TEDx Boston
(https://alamedapost.com/op-ed/reap-climate-center-founder-speaks-

Alameda Prosecutors Secure $70K Settlement in Tenant Harassment Case
(https:/falamedapost.com/news/alameda-prosecutors-secure-70k-
settlement-in-tenant-harassment-case/)

A Valentine to Alameda (https://alamedapost.com/features/arts/a-
valentine-to-alameda/)

Healthy Lifestyle from A to Z (https://alamedapost.com/features/health-
fitness/healthy-lifestyle-from-a-to-z/)

Safety Concerns on Mecartney Road (https://alamedapost.com/op-
ed/letters-editor-02-13-2023/)

Valentine’s Day Seduction, Lust, Larceny, and Heartbreak
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From: Edie Herro

To: BCDC PublicComment

Cc:

Subject: anchor Outs

Date: Saturday, February 18, 2023 1:05:19 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from herro.edie@gmail.com. Learn why this is
[mportant

To whom it May concern,

I am writing to express my concern in regards to the Illegal anchor outs in the Oakland
Estuary. It is your responsibility to protect San Francisco Bay and the shoreline which
includes the estuary.

Illegal anchor outs are a hazard in a number of ways: you never know where they are going to
be, they can break loose and cause damage to boats that are legally berthed in Harbors, they
may be disposing of their sewage into the bay, they can cause hazard to the HS Rowers that
practice in the estuary, they pose a danger to navigation, and they are a concern because some
have been involved in robberies from surrounding marina’s and yacht clubs.

As the Port Captain of Encinal Yacht club, we have had to install security cameras to monitor
our premises as a response to thefts and unauthorized trespass. We have had a number of items
stolen from us, including and not limited to a small Sail Boat. This boat was recovered from
one of the anchor outs and it sustained damage.

What we should be asking for:

1. A thorough cleanup of the Oakland Estuary, removing all illegal anchor-outs and
recovering sunken wrecks and debris that litter the shoreline. An $8 million multi-
agency project did this a decade ago in 2013, so it can be done if made a priority.
What is needed now would be far less expensive. If the City and Port of Oakland
cannot provide necessary funding, then Alameda County, State of California and
federal funding sources should be requested. The EPA provided $3.5 million in
2013.

2. Provide full support to the Oakland Police Department marine patrol unit, both
with necessary certified personnel and functional vessels, and the authorization to
rigorously patrol the estuary to prevent any future recurrence of this problem.

Regards,

Edie Herro
Member of Encinal Yacht Club and Club Port Captain


mailto:herro.edie@gmail.com

From: Joan Wilson

To: BCDC PublicComment; Trujillo, Matthew@BCDC; Klein, Adrienne@BCDC
Subject: lllegal live aboards on the Oakland Estuary
Date: Sunday, February 19, 2023 6:05:27 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from joancookwilson@icloud.com. Learn why this is
important

Dear BCDC Board Members,

For many years, we have enjoyed going up and down the Oakland Estuary in our sailboat—originally to
race, and now to take our boat for work and visit friends. Sadly, in the last years, the Estuary has become
less and less beautiful and more and more clogged with these illegal, anchored-out live-aboard vessels.
Most are in bad shape! The BCDC has discussed cleaning up and getting rid of these boats, but now they
are a terrible problem: unsanitary, unsightly, at times dangerous. You need to start and follow through on a
major clean up of this problem. Please. Now.

Thank you, Joan and Don Wilson
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Anchor-Out Vessel Fire
Friday February 10, 2023

Both the Oakland and Alameda fire departments responded to a sailboat fully engulfed in
flames illegally anchored off Union Point Park. Responding fire crews were concerned
that it could entangle with other anchor-outs boats and were able to move it closer to
shore where it sank. The railings of this wreck are now visible at low tide, but no buoy
has been attached to mark its position as a navigational hazard. It is not clear who will
take the responsibility for removing this wreck or when that will happen.
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Jack London Fuel Dock Sabotage
Friday, February 17, 2023

The OQakland Marinas staff arrived Friday morning to discover that both the gasoline and
diesel piping at the Jack London fuel dock had been cut and were leaking. This required
shutting down the fuel dock and evacuating the lines and filling with nitrogen.
Completion of repairs at this time remain uncertain, but may likely be weeks. This fuel
dock is one of the few on San Francisco Bay and the only fuel dock on the Oakland
Estuary. It is used extensively by the US Coast Guard, Oakland and Alameda Poilice and
Fire, Alameda County Sheriff, Caltrans, the San Francisco Bar Pilot in addition to a
multitude of recreation boaters. This was an act of domestic terrorism and had the
potential for a catastrophic conflagration. While the motivation for this act is unknown, it
is concerning to think that this might have been retaliation for recent efforts to eliminate
illegal anchor-outs from the estuary.
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Brock de Lappe - Marine Consulting - |
Grounded Sailboat on Coast Guard Island
February 18, 2023



ANCHOR-OUTS
OF DAKLAND ESTUARY/ EMBARCADERO

JOIN YOUR FELLOW NOMADS OF THE BAY
SATURDAY, FEB 18th
AT JACKLONDONAQUATICCENTER

PARKING LOT
FROM 3pm-5pm
TOHELPBETTER THEESTUARY
FOLLOWEDBY BBQ

WEWILL BEDOING A LOW TIDECLEANUP OF DEBRIS
AROUND THEAQUATICCENTER

WEWOULD ALL BENEFIT FROM SOLIDARITY
Recent articles say that we are nothing but drug addicts,
theives and criminals. Let's face it, they may have a point. But
they donvt realize that we are much more. Some of us have
had a rough past, and some are still dealing with issues that
they are too ignorant to understand and too driven by their
own agendas to care. | will be attending a meeting with local
and even federal groups to give anchor outs a voice, These
meetings will take place over the next 2 weeks and will
determine the fate of our boats. In 2013 they were funded
over S million dollars and destroyed over 40 anchor out
vessels. By networking to clean up the area, providing help
with anchoring, mechanical difficulties, working to keep the
boats safe for us and others who share the water, and
sharing resources for better long term solutions, we can
avoid having what little we have.
MOST OF US ARE ALREADY DOING ALLWECAN

CALLORTEXT 610—383-8857

For' more Inﬁa ar'quastlons


https://nomadprotectsahotmall.com
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Derelicts on Public Guest Docks at Jack London Square
February 21, 2023

The public docks at Jack London Square, at the foot of Broadway and under the windows
of Scott’s restaurant, are theorteically limited to 4-hour guest berthing. Unfortunately, as
the result of no enforcement activity for trespass, derelict vessels are berthing on these
docks for extended periods of time. The green sailboat on the Broadway dock has been
there for a year.



Vessel on the guest dock in front of Scott’s restaurant.

These trespassing vessels ignore all requests to move from the Jack London property
management team and the Securitas security personnel. Only the Oakland Police
Department has the authority to cite these derelicts for trespass.



From: Elorencia Pettigrew Prada

To: BCDC PublicComment
Subject: Oakland Estuary Cleanup
Date: Tuesday, February 21, 2023 8:51:16 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from florenciapettigrew@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important at https://aka.ms/L earnAboutSenderldentification ]

For your consideration,

As a resident of Alameda and dedicated rower and sailor of the Oakland Estuary, it pains me to see so many derelict
boats in the Estuary that pose a safety and environmental hazard. It’s a real shame we don’t take care of this.

Therefore, | request:

1. A thorough cleanup of the Oakland Estuary, removing all illegal anchor-outs and recovering sunken wrecks and
debris that litter the shoreline. An $8 million multi- agency project did this a decade ago in 2013, so it can be done if
made a priority. What is needed now would be far less expensive. If the City and Port of Oakland cannot provide
necessary funding, then Alameda County, State of California and federal funding sources should be requested. The
EPA provided $3.5 million in 2013.

2. Provide full support to the Oakland Police Department marine patrol unit, both with necessary certified personnel
and functional vessels, and the authorization to rigorously patrol the estuary to prevent any future recurrence of this
problem.

The community cares deeply about the preservation and protection of this precious natural resource. Let’s make sure
that those responsible act responsibly. This should be a matter of civic pride.

Thank you,
Florencia Prada

Sent from my iPhone
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mailto:PublicComment@bcdc.ca.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:florenciapettigrew@gmail.com

From: mary spicer

To: BCDC PublicComment

Cc: mary spicer

Subject: BCDC Community Feedback from | Heart Oakland Alameda Estuary Garbage Cleanups >
Date: Wednesday, February 22, 2023 7:41:10 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from maryspicer222@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

An Assault on Nature — Feedback to BCDC on Sunk Boats.

We’ve been working to clean the Oakland-Alameda Estuary since 2016 —
https://www.iheartoaklandalamedaestuary.com/. We organize large on the land and on the
water kayak/stand up paddle cleanups. Last year we cleared over 6,000 pounds of garbage,
plastic and hazards from the parks, walk and waterways and shores of the Oakland-Alameda
Estuary. The garbage and the toxins that are dumped into the bay is an environmental crisis. |
am oftentimes defeated by the onslaught of endless, ignored garbage, plastic and corrosives
that ruin, harm, pollute our shores and bay waters and weaken the health of our wildlife.

Wind & Weather Support to Mitigate Damage >

In 2019 - at our Earth Day cleanup we knew the wind was going to come up — so we cancelled
the novice kayak paddlers and got the more experienced kayakers/SUPS in early before a big
wind hit. Tom Horton a coach from East Bay Row Club was out on one of EBRC’s skiffs
picking up the last of the garbage bags from the shores — when he saw a sail boat moving
swiftly to the shore — he quickly maneuvered his skiff and threw the person on the runaway
boat a line and towed the boat to the JLAC dock. Soon after another unmanaged boat went
quickly by the dock and was heading to the same empty shoreline — again he went out and
threw a line to the boat and stopped that boat from ending up stuck on the shore. It took him
20 minutes to stop the 2 boats from being stranded and eventually sunk on the shore.

Would it be possible when wind/weather is coming to organize outreach to the live-aboard
community to potentially minimize the number of boats that hit the shore? Would it be
possible to find them a stable place to anchor with garbage and toilets, as a temporary short-
term solution? | do not think it is healthy for the bay to allow the anchor-outs to live out there
permanently — but potentially a short term solution to stop the sinking boats.

Before it Sinks >

Once the boats hit the shore — at least on the beaches we clean, they’ll usually stay there and
are eventually be taken under/sunk by a high tide. It is extremely painful to watch the boats
take on water knowing that they will leak fuel, oil and that all kinds of corrosives will enter
the water. Much of the garbage that was on the boat finds its way to our bay. We pick up lots
of rusted corrosives, flammable liquid containers, cans of chemicals, a few propane tanks,
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needles and even bags of human waste on the empty shores of the estuary — often near
abandoned boats.

Having boats sink is tragic. It is not fair to our nature that we allow this to happen to our
harbor seals, bat rays, fish and shore birds. I do not understand why there is no system to get
the boats before they sink. | know many people report the stranded and abandoned boats —
sometimes there are days and weeks before a boat truly sinks. It seems like a preventable
disaster - can we tow the boat before it sinks and dump intense and regrettable toxins in the
bay?

Shoreline Garbage >

The garbage we collect is usually a collection of storm drain garbage, debris from the water,
camp materials, furniture, food packaging left behind from our unhoused community, and
garbage from boats that is dumped on the shore. The majority of garbage is from the storm
drains. But, a lot of the corrosives and hazards we collect are from the boats that live illegally
near the shores we clean. We have had many of the anchor-outs join our cleanups, we are
more than happy to have them join us and drop their garbage in our pile.

An Overall Solution>

We have to protect and stewards our earth and nature and we are failing. After the algae
bloom, the massive fish die off and the possibility of our treated waste water being a part of
the issue and the endless chemicals, corrosives, gas, oil plastics and garbage that we dump into
the estuary it is a testament to the strength of nature that our wildlife endures. The number of
sunk and discarded boats is our failure. It is painful to witness this year after year on the
Oakland-Alameda Estuary.

I hope that we could successfully negotiate with the live-aboard community to find better
solutions than what is happening now. Richardson Bay/Marin Housing Authority did offer
housing with the support of a 3 million grant from the state to its "on the water" community.

No one is safe from the crime and chaos on the estuary - especially not our unhoused. | once
came across a man living on an anchored-out boat, his boat had been broken into and his tools
stolen — he seemed angry, stressed and overwhelmed. | have never met an Oakland garbage,
DPW person that disregarded the work we do or the intensity of the situations they encounter
and deal with.

We need to find overall proactive solution to the crime, garbage, sunk boats - instead of after
the incident reactivity - the current solutions are not working. We need long-term continued
action on the abandoned and sunk boats. Someone needs to own the issue. We need one
number to call to report these incidents - as much of the time the public is trying to figure out
when to contact - which in my case | do not report all | see anymore.

I truly value the City of Oakland and the City of Alameda and recognize the day to day
intensity and trauma that the city workers, the community and our unhoused citizens
encounter. It is in our best interest to put the health of our bay and our wildlife first. If our
wildlife thrives so do we, we need to find real long-term solutions and support for our humans
as well.



Bird nesting in garbage. We started our cleanups after continually seeing wildlife living in garbage.

Common hazards pulled from the waters of the estuary while out paddling one afternoon.



We did a cleanup in this area with volunteers and came across this sign on the boat pictured above.

Garbage left behind from the live aboard boat. We saw them emptying the boats contents on the shore and left it
there. We cleaned up the garbage/cushions/plastic.

Garbage 2020 shore garbage being taken into the estuary waters by a high tide.



Garbage Apocalypse - Jan 2023 - TRAGIC - if a King Tide comes in after a major storm (which it did) much of this
garbage is pulled into the bay.

2022 Earth Day Cleanup. Volunteer cleanups are not the answer, the garbage is much beyond the public's capacity
to clean. We need to focus on stopping the garbage at the source.



From: Stephanie McFadden

To: BCDC PublicComment
Subject: Oakland Estuary Cleanup
Date: Wednesday, February 22, 2023 9:23:33 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from sjmcfaddenti@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

For your consideration,

As a resident of Oakland and dedicated rower at the East Bay Rowing Club in the
Oakland Estuary, it pains me to see so many derelict boats in the Estuary that pose
a safety and environmental hazard. It’s a real shame we don’t take care of this.

Therefore, | request:

1. A thorough cleanup of the Oakland Estuary, removing all illegal anchor-outs
and recovering sunken wrecks and debris that litter the shoreline. An $8 million
multi- agency project did this a decade ago in 2013, so it can be done if made a
priority. What is needed now would be far less expensive. If the City and Port of
Oakland cannot provide necessary funding, then Alameda County, State of
California and federal funding sources should be requested. The EPA provided
$3.5 million in 2013.

2. Provide full support to the Oakland Police Department marine patrol unit, both
with necessary certified personnel and functional vessels, and the authorization to
rigorously patrol the estuary to prevent any future recurrence of this problem.
The community cares deeply about the preservation and protection of this
precious natural resource. Let’s make sure that those responsible act responsibly.
This should be a matter of civic pride.

Thank you,

Stephanie McFadden

S'Im
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	Sunday, February 19, 2023 6:05:27 PM Joan Wilson
	Sunday, February 19, 2023 9:19:17 PM Brock de Lappe
	Anchor-Out Vessel Fire Friday February 10, 2023
	Jack London Fuel Dock Sabotage Friday, February 17, 2023
	Grounded Sailboat on Coast Guard Island February 18, 2023
	JOIN YOUR FELLOW NOMADS OF THE BAY
	Tuesday, February 21, 2023 8:51:16 PM Florencia Pettigrew Prada
	Wednesday, February 22, 2023 9:23:33 AM Stephanie McFadden



