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San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission 
375 Beale Street, Suite 510, San Francisco, California 94105 tel 415 352 3600 fax 888 348 5190 

State of California | Gavin Newsom – Governor | info@bcdc.ca.gov | www.bcdc.ca.gov 

October 3, 2019 

TO: Commissioners and Alternates 

FROM: Larry Goldzband, Executive Director (415/352-3653; larry.goldzband@bcdc.ca.gov) 
Megan Hall, Coastal Scientist (415/352-3626; megan.hall@bcdc.ca.gov) 

SUBJECT: Additions and changes to Staff Report and Recommendation for Proposed Bay Plan 
Amendment No. 1-17 Concerning the Update of the Bay Plan Fill for Habitat Policies 
(For Commission consideration on October 3, 2019) 

Proposed Revisions 

The staff would like to make the following revisions to correct a formatting error in the staff 
recommendation for BPA 1-17 and associated resolution 2019-05, dated September 24, 2019. A 
portion of a policy that is recommended for deletion was inadvertently left out of the markup in the 
staff recommendation.  

Staff Recommendation, Page 57, “Dredging” section, “Policy Changes”, Policy 11b; and Resolution 2019-05, 
Page 21, “Dredging Policies” section, Policy 11B 

The following language should be deleted, as it does not accurately reflect changes to the existing 
Bay Plan language: 

“To ensure protection of Bay habitats, the Commission should not authorize placement of 
more than a minor amount of dredged sediment material disposal for projects that are 
similar to the Oakland Middle Harbor Enhancement Area project in characteristics 
including, but not limited to, scale, bathymetric modification, and type of habitat 
creation, in the Bay and certain waterways for habitat creation, enhancement or 
restoration, except for projects using a minor amount of dredged material, until the 
Oakland Middle Harbor Eenhancement Area project is completed successfully.” 

The deleted language should be replaced with the following language: 

“To ensure protection of Bay habitats, the Commission should not authorize 
placement of more than a minor amount of dredged sediment material disposal 
for projects that are similar to the Oakland Middle Harbor Enhancement Area 
project in characteristics including, but not limited to, scale, bathymetric 
modification, and type of habitat creation, in the Bay and certain waterways for 
habitat creation, enhancement or restoration, except for projects using a minor 
amount of dredged material, until: 
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1. Objective and scientific studies have been carried out to evaluate the 
advisability of disposal of dredged material in the Bay and certain 
waterways for habitat creation, enhancement and restoration. Those 
additional studies should address the following: 
 

a. The Baywide need for in-Bay habitat creation, enhancement and 
restoration, in the context of maintaining appropriate amounts of 
all habitat types within the Bay, especially for support and 
recovery of endangered species; and 
 

b. The need to use dredged materials to improve Bay habitat, the 
appropriate characteristics of locations in the Bay for such 
projects, and the potential short-term and cumulative impacts of 
such projects; and 
 

2. The Commission has adopted additional Baywide policies governing 
disposal of dredged material in the Bay and certain waterways for the 
creation, enhancement and restoration of Bay habitat, which narratively 
establish the necessary biological, hydrological, physical and locational 
characteristics of candidate sites; and 
 

3.  The Oakland Middle Harbor Eenhancement Area project, if undertaken, 
is completed successfully.” 
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