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  6,	
  2016	
  

TO:	
   Commissioners	
  and	
  Alternates	
  

FROM:	
   Lawrence	
  J.	
  Goldzband,	
  Executive	
  Director	
  (415/352-­‐3653;	
  larry.goldzband@bcdc.ca.gov)	
  
Ellen	
  Miramontes,	
  Bay	
  Design	
  Analyst	
  (415/352-­‐3643;	
  ellen.miramontes@bcdc.ca.gov)	
  

SUBJECT:	
   Role	
  Changes	
  on	
  the	
  Design	
  Review	
  Board	
  
(For	
  Commission	
  consideration	
  on	
  May	
  19,	
  2016)	
  

	
  

Staff	
  Report	
  

On	
  April	
  12,	
  2016,	
  Chair	
  John	
  Kriken	
  of	
  the	
  Commission’s	
  Design	
  Review	
  Board	
  informed	
  
staff	
  of	
  his	
  desire	
  to	
  resign	
  as	
  Chair.	
  Mr.	
  Kriken	
  has	
  served	
  on	
  the	
  Board	
  since	
  August	
  1,	
  1985,	
  
and	
  has	
  held	
  the	
  position	
  of	
  Chair	
  since	
  1995.	
  We	
  are	
  extremely	
  grateful	
  for	
  his	
  nearly	
  31	
  
years	
  of	
  service	
  to	
  the	
  Commission.	
  Mr.	
  Kriken	
  is	
  an	
  architect	
  by	
  training	
  and	
  is	
  well	
  known	
  
for	
  his	
  leadership	
  and	
  expertise	
  in	
  the	
  fields	
  of	
  architecture,	
  urban	
  design	
  and	
  planning.	
  The	
  
Commission	
  has	
  been	
  fortunate	
  to	
  receive	
  Mr.	
  Kriken’s	
  insights	
  and	
  guidance	
  over	
  the	
  past	
  
three	
  decades.	
  Mr.	
  Kriken	
  informed	
  staff	
  that	
  he	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  continue	
  to	
  participate	
  on	
  the	
  
Board	
  when	
  he	
  is	
  available	
  to	
  do	
  so.	
  As	
  a	
  result,	
  he	
  would	
  move	
  from	
  the	
  Board	
  Chair	
  position	
  
to	
  an	
  Alternate	
  position.	
  

In	
  addition	
  to	
  Mr.	
  Kriken’s	
  role	
  change,	
  two	
  additional	
  long-­‐serving	
  Board	
  members,	
  Steve	
  
Thompson	
  and	
  Ephraim	
  Hirsch,	
  would	
  also	
  move	
  to	
  Alternate	
  positions.	
  Like	
  Mr.	
  Kriken,	
  Mr.	
  
Thompson	
  has	
  also	
  served	
  on	
  the	
  Board	
  since	
  August	
  1,	
  1985	
  and	
  has	
  held	
  the	
  position	
  of	
  
Vice	
  Chair	
  for	
  many	
  years.	
  Mr.	
  Hirsch	
  has	
  served	
  on	
  the	
  Board	
  for	
  nearly	
  25	
  years,	
  beginning	
  
on	
  July	
  19,	
  1991.	
  Mr.	
  Thompson	
  is	
  an	
  architect	
  and	
  Mr.	
  Hirsch	
  is	
  a	
  structural	
  engineer.	
  The	
  
Commission	
  has	
  been	
  extremely	
  fortunate	
  to	
  receive	
  their	
  insights	
  and	
  guidance	
  over	
  their	
  
long	
  tenures	
  as	
  well.	
  

The	
  staff	
  has	
  prepared	
  resolutions	
  thanking	
  Mr.	
  Kriken,	
  Mr.	
  Thompson	
  and	
  Mr.	
  Hirsch	
  for	
  
advising	
  the	
  Commission	
  over	
  the	
  past	
  several	
  decades	
  on	
  issues	
  related	
  to	
  site	
  planning,	
  
public	
  access	
  and	
  appearance	
  and	
  design.	
  As	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  their	
  insightful	
  advice,	
  the	
  public	
  
enjoys	
  better	
  access	
  to	
  and	
  along	
  the	
  shoreline	
  of	
  the	
  San	
  Francisco	
  Bay.	
  With	
  the	
  
Commission's	
  approval,	
  we	
  will	
  forward	
  these	
  resolutions	
  to	
  Mr.	
  Kriken,	
  Mr.	
  Thompson	
  and	
  
Mr.	
  Hirsch.	
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Given	
  these	
  role	
  changes,	
  the	
  BCDC	
  staff	
  recommends	
  that	
  the	
  Commission	
  approve	
  
three	
  Board	
  Alternates,	
  Tom	
  Leader,	
  Stefan	
  Pellegrini,	
  and	
  Gary	
  Strang,	
  as	
  official	
  Board	
  
Members.	
  Additionally,	
  the	
  staff	
  recommends	
  that	
  Board	
  Member	
  Karen	
  Alschuler	
  serve	
  as	
  
Chair	
  and	
  that	
  Board	
  Alternate	
  Gary	
  Strang	
  serve	
  as	
  Vice	
  Chair.	
  Both	
  have	
  indicated	
  their	
  
willingness	
  to	
  do	
  so.	
  	
  

In	
  summary,	
  no	
  new	
  Board	
  Members	
  are	
  proposed.	
  Rather,	
  the	
  roles	
  of	
  existing	
  Board	
  
Members	
  and	
  Alternates	
  would	
  be	
  changed.	
  Therefore,	
  the	
  staff	
  recommends	
  that	
  the	
  
Commission’s	
  Design	
  Review	
  Board	
  be	
  comprised	
  as	
  follows:	
  

	
  

Board	
  Members	
  
Karen	
  Alschuler,	
  Chair	
  (Urban	
  Planner)	
  
Gary	
  Strang,	
  Vice	
  Chair	
  (Architect	
  and	
  Landscape	
  Architect)	
  
Cheryl	
  Barton	
  (Landscape	
  Architect)	
  
Tom	
  Leader	
  (Landscape	
  Architect)	
  
Roger	
  Leventhal	
  (Civil	
  Engineer)	
  
Jacinta	
  McCann	
  (Landscape	
  Architect)	
  
Stefan	
  Pellegrini	
  (Architect)	
  
	
  
Board	
  Alternates	
  
Ephraim	
  Hirsch	
  (Structural	
  Engineer)	
  
John	
  Kriken	
  (Architect)	
  
Michael	
  Smiley	
  (Landscape	
  Architect)	
  
Steve	
  Thompson	
  (Architect)	
  
	
  

If	
  approved	
  by	
  the	
  Commission,	
  these	
  new	
  roles	
  would	
  go	
  into	
  effect	
  at	
  the	
  next	
  Design	
  
Review	
  Board	
  meeting	
  to	
  be	
  held	
  on	
  June	
  7,	
  2016.	
  

	
  


