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Policies for a
Rising Bay

BCDC was created in 1965 to address a shrinking
San Francisco Bay due to haphazard filling and to
iIncrease public access. BCDC policies restrict
development in the Bay to water-oriented uses,
require mitigation for any Bay fill, and ensure
projects in the Bay and along the shoreline
iInclude public access. BCDC has succeeded and
now the Bay is larger than it was in 1965. The Bay's
natural resources are also more profected and
nundreds of miles of the shoreline are accessible
to the public.

Today, the Bay is getting larger due to sea level
rise, presenting new challenges. Some flood
protection strategies may require larger amounts
of Bay fill than BCDC has ever permitted. Since
the Bay is changing in unanticipated ways, we
need to formulate adaptation strategies that
allow fill where appropriate, allow the Bay to
claim upland areas, and ensure that our shoreline
remains public and all Bay Area residents are
protected from flooding.

The Project

The Policies for a Rising Bay Project
evaluated the Commission’s laws and
policies in light of sea level rise to
determine it changes are needed to
help the region advance appropriate
resilience and adaptation actions. To
ensure a broad and collaborative
review of the Commission’s laws,
oolicies, and climate change
orogram, the Steering Committee
iIncluded over 30 stakeholders
representing public, private, and non-
governmental organizations.

Figures 1-4: Conceptual case studies developed with Steering Committee members and experts

Working together with steering
committee members and other
Inferested parties, the Commission
staff analyzed existing laws and
policies through one-on-one

INnferviews, case studies, permit review,

and a series of working meeftings. The
Policies for a Rising Bay project has
been a multi-step, collaborative
process that led to the exploration of
specific policy issues and
recommendations for consideration
by the Commission.
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Policy Options

Steering committee discussion in
conjunction with staff analysis and
consultation produced a wide range
of both short-term and long-term
policy options as potential solutions.

Recommendations focused on policy
changes are presented foday at the
posters fitled: Fill for Habitat
Restoration, Green Infrastructure for
Flood Protection, Social Equity and
Environmental Justice, and Adaptive
Management. Please visit the
appropriate posters to learn more.

Policies for a Rising
Bay Project
Final Report
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Visit www.bcdc.ca.gov/prb.html to
download the full Policies for a Rising
Bay Project report.

Steering Committee Members




