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October 14, 2009
TO:
Commissioners, Alternates and Interested Parties
FROM:
Will Travis, Executive Director (415/352-3653 travis@bcdc.ca.gov)
Joe LaClair, Chief Planner (415/352-3656 joel@bcdc.ca.gov)

SUBJECT:
Draft BCDC Staff Report and Preliminary Recommendations on Adapting to Climate Change 
(For Commission consideration on October 21, 2010)


Recommendation

The staff recommends that the Commission endorse the approach described below to encourage additional public input on proposed Bay Plan Amendment No. 1-08 dealing with climate change. The approach includes three components: (1) a comment form for providing recommendations on alternative Bay Plan language; (2) a public workshop; and (3) a special meeting of the Commission for receiving additional public input and discussing the proposed Bay Plan amendments with the public. 

Staff Report

On September 3, 2010, the staff mailed, emailed and web-posted its third preliminary recommendation on Bay Plan Amendment No. 1-08. As required by the Commission’s regulations regarding Bay Plan amendments, the material included a notice for the October 7, 2010 public hearing on proposed Bay Plan Amendment 1-08 concerning climate change. At the conclusion of the October 7, 2010 public hearing, the Commission directed the staff to develop means to gather additional input from the public on alternative language for the proposed Bay Plan findings and policies. 

The staff recommends that the Commission encourage additional public input on proposed Bay Plan Amendment No. 1-08 by: (1) providing a comment form to allow members of the public to easily offer their recommendation for alternative Bay Plan language; (2) host a public workshop that would be conducted by the staff; and (3) hold a special meeting of the Commission to receive additional public input and discuss the proposed Bay Plan amendments with the public. 

Attached is a comment form that members of the public can use to provide input to the Commission on recommended language changes that a member of the public believes the Commission should adopt. The first column includes the existing Bay Plan language. The second column shows the changes proposed in the staff’s third preliminary recommendation on Bay Plan Amendment No. 1-08. The third column, entitled “Alternative Language,” shows any proposed additions, deletions and revisions to the current findings and policies provided by the public during the public comment period, from September 3, 2010 to October 7, 2010. A blank space is provided next to each finding and policy for additional recommended language changes if anyone would like to propose alternative language.

The staff will hold a public workshop on Friday, October 29, 2010 from 1:00 to 5:00 pm at the Commission’s offices to provide local governments and the public with an opportunity to ask questions about the proposed amendments and to provide recommendations for changes to the proposed language. The staff will brief attendees on the proposed Bay Plan changes followed with question and answers, suggestions and a general discussion.
The staff also recommends that the Commission hold a special meeting of the “ BCDC committee of the whole.” All members, Commissioners and alternates, would be invited to attend, but a quorum of the Commission will not be necessary to conduct the committee meeting. All interested parties, including local governments, regional agencies, advocacy organizations and the general public would be invited to participate in a dialogue rather than just staff presentations and public testimony. A date and venue will be announced at the October 21, 2010 Commission meeting, posted on BCDC’s website, emailed and mailed to interested parties on Friday October 22, 2010. The meeting will occur before November 4,  2010.

The staff also recommends that the Commission keep the public hearing on Bay Plan Amendment No. 1-08 open until November 4, 2010 to ensure everyone who wants to comment has had a chance to do so. In advance of that meeting, on October 29, 2010, the staff will mail out an updated version of the comment form. At the October 21, 2010 and November 4, 2010 public hearings, the Commission can provide the staff with direction on how to resolve any outstanding policy issues. The staff will take all this information into account and develop a final recommendation, which would be mailed out on November 24, 2010 for a vote by the Commission at its December 2, 2010 meeting. 
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