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Joel Ell inwood, AICP 
Lawyer -Pia nner 

6520 Lonetree Boulevard. Sui te 1004 
Rocklin. California 95 765 
joel.ell inwood@lawyer -planner .com 

December 11 , 2009 

Ming Ye ung, Coastal Planning Analys t 
San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission 
50 California Street, Suite 2600 
San Francisco, California 94111 

Re: Levee Maintenance; Extension of BCDC's "Bay" jurisdiction 
(BCDC Inquiry File No. SL.VS.7136.1 - ChippsNan Sickle Island) 

Dear Ms. Yeung: 

...,_ .. - - . .. - - ., " . - I 

Please be advised that I have been retained by Glenn Mastelotto, owner of Dante Farms (Duck 
Club #910). Mr. Mastel otto requested that I respond to your letter of December 2, 2008. 

Mr. Mastel otto is seeking information from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Port of 
Stockton regarding responsibility for damage to the levees on Chipps Island facing the ship 
channel w hich Mr. Mastelotto contends was caused in large part by wave action from passing 
ships of larger draft traveling to the Port of Stockton as a result of dredging conducted by the 
Corps. The Port of Stockton entered into an agreement with the Corps to indemnify and hold 
harmless from claims for just such damages. 

Although the levees on that face of the Mastelotto/Dante Farms property on Chipps Island are 
damaged, the tidal action affects only a portion of the property, predominantly in the 
southwestern side. An aerial image of Chipps Island is attached for your reference. The four 
parcels owned by Mastel otto/Dante Farms are east of the red line. The damaged levee areas 
are indicated by the dashed yellow line. The extent of tidal action attributable to the damaged 
portion of the levees is highlighted. 

The remainder of the property is managed w ith adequate levees, surge channels that are 
intended to rise and fall with tidal action and gate structures along Spoonbill Slough. The 
smaller parcel on the north side of the former railroad grade was flooded due to levee breaks 
caused by a prior owner of the property to the north w hich have been repaired by the cwTent 
owner, Thad Woodin . 
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The northern part of the isla nd was formerly known as the "Fin & Feathers" Club. At one time 
it was Lmder common ow ners hip a nd Glenn Mas tel otto performed ma intenance and water 

ma nagement for both properties for a period fro m the mi d-1980s for about 15 yea rs. 

The Mastel o tto fa mily is now ma rketing the property w ith my assistance. Two potentia l 
buyers pl an to repa ir the broken levee areas to restore the property to full y ma naged 

condi tion. A third is a prominent conserva tion organiza ti on that is interested in enhancing the 
a rea of the property that is subjec t to tida l ac tion fo r habitat and fi shery restora tion pmposes. 
We are ho peful a bout fina lizing one of these potential transactions within twelve to eighteen 
months. Until we know w hich direc ti on the successful bidder for the property wants to go, 

my clients can' t reasonably ma ke plans or undertake repairs w hich may not be cons istent w ith 
w hat the eventua l buyer 's plans for the property may be. 

My clients reques t an extens ion of a t least 24 months so that any claim with the Port of 

Stockton can be resolved and to give the opportunity for one of the buyers to s tep forward 
with a commitment to purchase that w ill either provide the resomces needed to ma ke the 

repairs or di spense w ith repairs, but undertake other improvements tha t w ill ac tua lly enhance 
the ti da l influence on the property. Please advise ifthere any more informa tion is needed for 
approva l of the extens ion requested . Yow· coopera tion and assis tance is mos t appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

oel Ellinw~-Pianner 
cc: clients 

Enclosures (2) 



L AL 45''"S.·OO"'W: 
r. -"' .u·oz·ocr fl. -'- ""., •. , ... ,o ... ..v. 
~ ,( tf••,:,r--~1!?· e. 
$. MH·-..II 'Cir>"' r. 
4 M .:~rJroq·;...-: 
1t MZ~Z7'A?"ko; 
~ ~Z'r2f41(1;. Jt( . 
St ~KZ!rn~·w. 

: -~ ~~::::;;;: :1· 
.11! MJ"' ~r•· fl./. 
a ~'l·~r~· N . 
..-. ~.,.T,/rDO" l!L_, _ 
'$; ,.,. J<•:n;.• ~ 
.4>. ..!H•Sio'Ji,"E' 
'1. K. :R,.• t»'UI .. £ 
/ I . IY.tf!I•D~ 'P,•V 

'"' « ozt•J:r:.!(:r w 

lJ'O.-· 
1 5.J. ?<~' 
I Jo.- " 

.. • I S~,r. ~ 
,n. T~t'; 

JJ• . .. r ·' 
~~ ... ~ 
3't'-~· 
t.so.i!J<>• 
z.Y~· 
:::s:&Yr 
rz::tl.9r 
JSf.4.,... 
£:1-··~? 
r..s.~ . 

~~r. 
/ ~" .. 1 

.Z#IU' 

POR. T2N., T 3N,R.!E.,8R.IW,MDB8M. 

. \ 

Suisun 

~~M!~~ 
REVISIO., OAT£ BY 

5.80. 299 

® 
299.15 !Ac. 

s.ao. 379 

VAN 

Sf:C. COR. 
-+- erPROJ. 

NOTE · ASSESSOR'S BLOCK 
& LOT NUMBERS 
SHOWN IN CIRCLES 

I 

Tax Area Cod~ 
60053 

. .. 
d 
~ . 
i l 

s.a a zga 

aoY 

·9.C 

@ 

Assessor's Map Bk. 90 -Pg. 
County of Solano, Cali. 






