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MATTER

Birds Are Vanishing From North America

The number of birds in the United States and Canada has
declined by 3 billion, or 29 percent, over the past half-century,
scientists find.
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Abstract

Species extinctions have defined the global biodiversity crisis, but extinction begins with loss
in abundance of individuals that can result in compositional and functional changes of

losses across much of the North American avifauna over 48 years, including once common

species and from most biomes. Integration of range-wide population trajectories and size
estimates indicates a net loss approaching 3 billion birds, or 29% of 1970 abundance. A
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passage of migrating birds over a recent 10-year period. This loss of bird abundance signals
an urgent need to address threats to avert future avifaunal collapse and associated loss of
ecosystem integrity, function and services.
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Bird Species — 1997 Survey vs.

2010-October 2019

Table3-2.  Summer Bird Counts by Site and Habitat Type.
Summer Bird Counts by Site and Habitat

Gen'l Bird Site{s) 45 7.8 10,11 1 17 9 1 89

ird Habitat 1 1 1 112 6245 3

Fish Site A H B cC G G c M

Lecation in Harbor  Outer Mid Inngr Duter Mg Mid Cuter Mid
Habitat DD OD DD S8 58 Rl 8I CP total

code Species Commen Nama  AREA {acres) 635 173 275 184 39 ] 1 1
NEGR western greba ) 1 1
WCGr  western andfor Clark's grebe 0 20
ERFE brown pefican 1 2 3
DCCO  double-crested cormarant 4 3 3 81 3 2 98
BRCO Brandt's cormorant i 1
GBHE great blue heran 1 1
GREG great egret 1 1 1 3
SNEG snowy egret 1 3 & 0
BNHE  black-crowned nignt heron 1 1 2
BLSC black scoter 1 1
SUsc surf scater 1 25 Fi ]
KILL killdeer 2 2
WILL willet 1 3 4
WESA wastem sandpiper &5 68
CAGU Califarnia gull 2 3 5
HERM Haermann's gull 5 1 G
WEGL wastarn gull 57 i3 40 0 i 30 i 184
®EGU unidentified gull 2 2
CATE Caspian tem 20 12 15 2 2 51
FOTE Forstar's tem 25 3 12 1 41
LETE Califomia least tem 1 19 2 4 25
RODO rock dove 13 1 14
MCDO maourning dove 1 2 3
BRSW bam swallow 7 3 10
AMCR American crow 4 4
EUST Eurcpean starling 2 2

RWEB read-winged blackbird 1

number of taxa - g 1 17 11 5 3 3 2 ' 27
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Summer 2019 Eelgrass Plantings —
82 Test Plots — 12,300 Plants
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* Birding Hot Spot (Audubon approved)

Th e Ta ke d Way * Eelgrass Planting was Successful (Monitoring Period

has Begun)

* Well-Functioning Subtidal Habitat, Even if Success

Criteria Don’t Agree (Yet)
11



Goals - Middle Harbor Target Habitats

Middle Harbor Shoreline Park
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