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2003 Transfer: 
A Public/Private Partnership 

16,500 acres 
15,100 in South Bay 
1,400 along Napa River 





 

  

 

 
   

 

Project Goals: 

1995 San Jose Floods 

Chinook Salmon 

Habitat Restoration 
Public Access and Recreation 
Flood Risk Reduction 
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15,100 acres 1st 
acquired Restored Phase 1Phase 1from Cargill Ponds! complete Planning

complete 

2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2023 

Initial Phase 1 
Stewardship construction 

Plan begins 

Restored to Date 
Tidal: 1,600 ac 
Muted Tidal: 1,440 ac 
Reconfigured Ponds: 710 ac 
Total: 3,750 ac 

30New Trails: 7 miles 



      
  

   

1,600 acres tidal restoration 
1,440 acres muted tidal 

(Mercury report coming soon!) 





    
   

 
        

Restored ponds are now 
home to reproducing
endangered species, 

after less than a decade 



  

  

710 acres reconfigured ponds 

Photos: Cris Benton 
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Birds increased 24% from Winter 2011 to 2012 
Birds increased 125% from Winter 2003 to 2012 

Takekawa 



   

  
 

Protected species 
are responding! 

Photo credit: Jenny Erbes 



   

    

7 miles of new trails 

Photos: Judy Irving - Pelican Media 
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Public Access Features: 
Kayak Launch & Saltworks Boardwalk 

Eden Landing Bay Trail 
improvements recently featured on
Open Road with Doug McConnell. 





  
 

 

  

  

Adaptive Management Restoration 

Phased implementation of 
Project 

You are here 
Amount of 90:10 
tidal marsh tidal marsh: 

restored ponds 
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15,100 acres 1st 
acquired Restored Phase 1Phase 1from Cargill Ponds! complete Planning

complete 

Initial Phase 1 
Stewardship construction & Phase 2 

Plan Phase 2 construction 
planning begins expected to 

Restored to Date begin 
Tidal: 1,600 ac 
Muted Tidal: 1,440 ac 
Reconfigured Ponds: 710 ac 
Total: 3,750 ac 

30New Trails: 7 miles 

2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2023 







 What’s Next??? 
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Sustainable?? 
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Sustainable?? 

1. History 

2. Data 

3. Models 
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         1850 vs 1989 



         1850 vs 1989 



         1850 vs 1989 



New Marsh
1989 to 2012



Sustainable??
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1. History

2. Data

3. Models



Sediment: 
The Macro and Micro of Patterns in the South Bay

Maureen Downing-Kunz 
John Callaway
Daniel Livsey
David Schoellhamer

NOTE: This information is preliminary and is subject to revision. It is being provided to meet
the need for timely best science. The information is provided on the condition that neither
the U.S. Geological Survey nor the U.S. Government shall be held liable for any damages
resulting from the authorized or unauthorized use of the information.



Dumbarton Bridge concentration

Mid-depth SSC at Dumbarton Bridge, 
Water year median and interquartile range, 

1993-2016

* 2012-2013 data gap due to bridge construction
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Lower South Bay sediment flux 

* 2012-2013 data gap due to bridge construction

Livsey et al., in review



Theoretical Tidal Wetland Development
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Accretion at A21 and A6
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Measured Tidal Wetland Development
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A6 
200 mm/yr

Island Ponds A21
Southern stations

100 mm/yr

Lower 
Muzzi Marsh 
10 mm/yr

Natural 
mid &

high marsh
3 mm/yr

Natural 
low marsh
6 mm/yr

Island Ponds A21
Northern stations

30mm/yr

Elevation
MLLW MTL MHHW



Sustainable??
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1. History

2. Data

3. Models
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Partnerships



www.southbayrestoration.org
Like us on Facebook or Follow us on Twitter

John Bourgeois
California State Coastal Conservancy

John.Bourgeois@scc.ca.gov
408/314-8859

http://www.southbayrestoration.org
mailto:Jbourgeois@coastalconservancy.ca.gov


Phase 2 in Alviso & 
Ravenswood
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Island Ponds Preferred 
Alternative
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Alviso Pond A8 
Preferred Alternative
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Mountain View Preferred 
Alternative
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Retain Existing Public Access
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Chain link fence to separate trail from levee 
and habitat area beyond

New trail to retained viewing 
platform (EV)

New trail to (V1):
2 benches; 
2 panels

New ramp to be 
built to existing 

platform



New Public Access 1
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Chain link fence to separate trail from 
levee and habitat area beyond

New trail to retained 
viewing platform (EV)

New trail to (V1):
2 benches; 
2 panelsExisting 

Views



Visual Simulation of V1 & Trail
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830 square feet (~30 feet by 30 feet)

14 feet wide830 square feet (~30 feet by 30 feet)

14 feet wide

Between Refuge Pond A1 and MV-owned Charleston Slough

Bay Trail Spine



New Public Access 2
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440 square feet

Existing 
Views



New Public Access 3
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(V3)

Existing 
Views
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Ravenswood Preferred 
Alternative
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Existing Conditions



New Public Access

68

Chain link 
fence to 

separate trail 
from habitat 

area

(V4)

Three red outlined areas above sum to 9,960 square feet.
Each faces a different restoring habitat.

Will be elevated several feet above surrounding areas.



Views Into Three Habitats
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Dry salt panne in Pond R3

Tidal marsh in Pond R4

Managed ponds in Ponds 
R5/S5



Photos of Similar Features
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Examples of Signage and Information Panels from Bedwell Bayfront Park and Shoreline Park

Phase 1 Recreation and Public Access Features



Examples: Phase 1 Gates & Fencing

71




