
Goeden,-Brenda@BGD( 

Subject: BCDC Hearing South Bay Shoreline Project, Reach 1, Phased Consistency Determination No. 

C2015.006.00 

Date: Friday, January 12, 2018 at 12:02:55 PM Pacific Standard Time 

From: Jack Lucas 

To: Goeden, Brenda@BCDC 

Dear BCDC Commissioners, 

Hesitate to comment on South Bay Shoreline Project, Reach 1, that you have under consideration at January 18 Meeting, as have not 
reviewed project details for over a year now, but would like to submit a few basic concerns for the record. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers appears to be Ignoring hydrological data of riverine storm flows In Guadalupe River and Coyote 
Creek that historically are found to coincide with high San Francisco Bay tide surge, In low barometric storm events. 100-yeareflows for 
the two rivers reach 20,00 cfs each, lo rise above channel capacity with reflux from high tide sea levels. 
Guadalupe River flow has tidal influence upstream lo #101, so overbanklng can occur well behind Shoreline super levee. 

A recently completed Napa River flood project model anticipated reflux conditions by creating extensive overflow marsh uplands, 
between City of Napa and Sa'n Francisco Bay, at Highway 12, that buffered Napa River flood flows successfully. The proposed South 
Bay Shoreline Project, Reach 1, Is In need of a similar reflux overflow marsh buffer to protect Alviso. 

The wetlands acreage that would seem most suited to be set aside as uplands flood buffer, the inland reaches of Artesian (Grey Goose) 
Slough, associated with San Jose Water Treatment Plant lands Is under development so no longer an option. 

It Is therefore my belief that eX1ensive upland marsh buffer needs to be engineered between COE Shoreline Levee Project and Union 
Pacific Railroad's South Bay crossing berm. Union Pacific RR has plans to double t,;ack South Bay crossing and raise berms above sea 
rise flood levels, so a flood gate at Drawbridge might be all that Is necessary to block bay tidal surge. Coyote Creek flood flows could' 
extend throughput this upland marsh, and not reflux to Alviso and Golden Triangle Industry. This scenario allows San Jose Water 
Treatment Plant option to use Pond 18 capacity for effluent storage in four day event. 

Aside from this suggested riverine flood control addendum to U.S. COE's South Bay Shoreline Project, would like to note: 
- step levee at northern edge of Treatment Plant sewage ponds provides high water escape refugia for California Clapper Rail and Salt 
Marsh Harvest Mouse. It is containment levee for unlined sewage pond, so COE levee, sited ten feet to north, would not excavate such 
toxic sediments for levee base and could compensate for intrusion into SMHM mitigation marsh.e
- wlll Udal hydrology be retained by COE levee conduits for new Chicago Marsh and for Refuge weUands at Grand Blvd?e
- is elevation differential resolved at intersection of COE levee with Union Pacific tracks for Bay Trail access continuity?e

Thank you for including me in notification of BCDC review of this critical COE South Bay Shoreline Levee Project. 

Libby Lucas 
174 Verba Santa Ave., 
Los altos, CA 94022 



( OlJI I( I! 

December 15, 2017 

Lieutenant General Todd Semonite 

Commanding General and Chief of Engineers 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

441 G Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20548 

Dear Lieutenant General Semonite, 

On behalf of the Bay Area Council, I am writing to you to urge your support for a new start .construction 

authorization for the Santa Clara Valley Water District's (District) South San Francisco Bay Shoreline Project 

(Shoreline Project). This flood risk reduction project is vital to the public health, safety, and resiliency of Santa Clara 

County, home of Silicon Valley. 

The District, the California State Coastal Conservancy, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) have been 

working on this project since 2005. The Shoreline Project will provide protection from 1-percent tidal flooding in 

urban areas adjacent to the South San Francisco Bay, restore up to 25 square miles of habitat, and provide public 

access and recreation. A 1-percent tidal event has been estimated to cause $6.14 billion in damages across 4,700 

acres of low-lying areas. In these areas, there is the potential for damage to vital infrastructure including the San 

Jose-Santa Clara regional wastewater facilities, the Silicon Valley Advanced Water Purification Center, and major 

regional highways such as Route 237. In addition, major Silicon Valley businesses would be inundated by this 

potential flooding, as well as approximately 2,500 homes, at a time of historic housing shortages region-wide. 

Phase 1 of this project (EIA 11) would not only provide the flood protection that is needed to protect the residents, 

infrastructure, and economy of South San Francisco Bay, but it will also restore approximately 3,000 acres of 

former salt ponds to tidal wetlands, benefiting fish and wildlife and providing recreational opportunities for Santa 

Clara County residents. These benefits, along with the cost abated by providing flood protection, creates a benefit­

cost ratio for this authorized project of 2.9 to 1 at a 7 percent discount rate for intermediate sea level change. 

The District, the California State Coastal Conservancy, and the USACE staff have done everything possible to ensure 

construction can start in the spring. Consequently, and in consideration of the reasons stated above, I strongly 

urge you to support a new start construction designation for the Shoreline Project in the Fiscal Year 2018 Work 

Plan. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Wunderman 

President & CEO 

Bay Area Council 

bee: Julie Minerva, Eric Swedlund, Mark Kadesh, Dave Ramey 

P 415.946.8777 353 Sacramento Street, 10th Floor 1215 K Street. Suite 2220 

F 415 981.6408 San Francisco. California 94111 Sacramento, California 95814 
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December 8, 2017 

Mr. Ryan Fisher 

Acting Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

108 Army Pentagon, Room 3E446 

Washington, DC 20310-0108 

Dear Mr. Fisher, 

On behalf of the Bay Area Council, I am writing to you to urge your support for a new start construction 

authorization for the Santa Clara Valley Water District's (District) South San Francisco Bay Shoreline Project 

(Shoreline Project). This flood risk reduction project is vital to the public health, safety, and resiliency of Santa Clara 

County, home of Silicon Valley. 

The District, the California State Coastal Conservancy, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) have been 

working on this project since 2005. The Shoreline Project will provide protection from 1-percent tidal flooding in 

urban areas adjacent to the South San Francisco Bay, restore up to 25 square miles of habitat, and provide public 

access and recreation. A 1-percent tidal event has been estimated to cause $6.14 billion in damages across 4,700 

acres of low-lying areas. In these areas, there is the potential for damage to vital infrastructure including the San 

Jose-Santa Clara regional wastewater facilities, the Silicon Valley Advanced Water Purification Center, and major 

regional highways such as Route 237. In addition, major Silicon Valley businesses would be inundated by this 

potential flooding, as well as approximately 2,500 homes, at a time of historic housing shortages region-wide. 

Phase 1 of this project (EIA 11) would not only provide the flood protection that is needed to protect the residents, 

infrastructure, and economy of South San Francisco Bay, but it will also restore approximately 3,000 acres of 

former salt ponds to tidal wetlands, benefiting fish and wildlife and providing recreational opportunities for Santa 

Clara County residents. These benefits, along with the cost abated by providing flood protection, creates a benefit­

cost ratio for this authorized project of 2.9 to 1 at a 7 percent discount rate for intermediate sea level change. 

The District, the California State Coastal Conservancy, and the USACE staff have done everything possible to ensure 

construction can start in the spring. Consequently, and in consideration of the reasons stated above, I strongly 

urge you to support a new start construction designation for the Shoreline Project in the Fiscal Year 2018 Work 

Plan. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Wunderman 

President & CEO 

Bay Area Council 

bee: Julie Minerva, Eric Swedlund, Mark Kadesh, Dave Ramey 

P 4 I 5 946.8777 353 Sacramento Street, 10th Floor 12 15 K Street, Suite 2220 

F 4 I 5 981 .6408 San Francisco. California 941 11 Sacramento. Ci,lifomia 95814 
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December 8, 2017 

Mr. Mick Mulvaney 

Director of The Office of Management and Budget 

The Office of Management and Budget 

725 17th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Director Mulvaney, 

On behalf of the Bay Area Council, I am writing to you to urge your support for a new start construction 

authorization for the Santa Clara Valley Water District's (District) South San Francisco Bay Shoreline Project 

(Shoreline Project). This flood risk reduction project is vital to the public health, safety, and resiliency of Santa Clara 

County, home of Silicon Valley. 

The District, the California State Coastal Conservancy, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) have been 

working on this project since 2005. The Shoreline Project will provide protection from 1-percent tidal flooding in 

urban areas adjacent to the South San Francisco Bay, restore up to 25 square miles of habitat, and provide public 

access and recreation. A 1-percent tidal event has been estimated to cause $6.14 billion in damages across 4,700 

acres of low-lying areas. In these areas, there is the potential for damage to vital infrastructure including the San 

Jose-Santa Clara regional wastewater facilities, the Silicon Valley Advanced Water Purification Center, and major 

regional highways such as Route 237. In addition, major Silicon Valley businesses would be inundated by this 

potential flooding, as well as approximately 2,500 homes, at a time of historic housing shortages region-wide. 

Phase 1 of this project (EIA 11) would not only provide the flood protection that is needed to protect the residents, 

infrastructure, and economy of South San Francisco Bay, but it will also restore approximately 3,000 acres of 

former salt ponds to tidal wetlands, benefiting fish and wildlife and providing recreational opportunities for Santa 

Clara County residents. These benefits, along with the cost abated by providing flood protection, creates a benefit­

cost ratio for this authorized project of 2.9 to 1 at a 7 percent discount rate for intermediate sea level change. 

The District, the California State Coastal Conservancy, and the USACE staff have done everything possible to ensure 

construction can start in the spring. Consequently, and in consideration of the reasons stated above, I strongly 

urge you to support a new start construction designation for the Shoreline Project in the Fiscal Year 2018 Work 

Plan. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Wunderman 

President & CEO 

Bay Area Council 

bee: Julie Minerva, Eric Swedlund, Mark Kadesh, Dave Ramey 

P 415.946.8777 353 Silcramento Stre('t, 10th Floor 1215 K Street, Suite 2220 

F 415 981.6408 San Francisco. California 941 11 Sacramento, California 95814 
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NOV -2 2017 

RECEIVE 

COASTAL CONSERV/\NCY
OAKLAND, CALIF 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

CIVIL WORKS 
108 ARMY PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON DC 20310-0108 

Mr. Sam Schuchat, 
Executive Officer 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1515 Clay Street, 10th Floor 
Oakland, California 94612 

Dear Mr. Schuchat: 

This is in response to your letter dated July 21, 2017, requesting the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers support construction funding for the South San Francisco Bay 
Shoreline Flood Risk Management Project in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2018. I apologize for 
the delayed response. 

As you are aware, the FY 2018 President's Budget did not include funding for this 
project. While no commitments can be made at this time, the South San Francisco Bay 
Shoreline project will continue to be considered for funding along with many other 
programs, projects, and activities competing for available Federal resources across the 
Nation. 

Thank you for your interest in the Army Civil Works program. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas W. Lamont, P.E. 
Senior Official Performing the Duties of the 

Assistant Secretary of the Army 
(Civil Works) 

NOV 2 S 2017 
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EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor 
JOHN LAIRD, Secretary for Natural Resources 

November 29, 2017 

Lieutenant General Todd Semonite 
Commanding General and Chief of Engineers 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
441 G Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20548 

Ryan A. Fisher 
Acting Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army 
108 Army Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310 

Dear Lieutenant General Semonite and Mr. Fisher: 

I am writing to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and to the Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
the Army to support construction funding for the South San Francisco Bay Shoreline Project in 
Fiscal Year 2018. The California State Coastal Conservancy, an agency within the California 
Natural Resources Agency, has been working with the Corps of Engineers and the Santa Clara 
Valley Water District since 2005 on this project, which was authorized for construction in the 
Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act in 2016. 

Construction of the Shoreline project will provide flood risk management for Silicon Valley while 
restoring wetland ecosystems in San Francisco Bay. A four-mile levee will provide coastal flood 
protection for approximately 2,500 residents in the Alviso community of north San Jose and for 
the San Jose-Santa Clara Regional Wastewater Facility, which serves 1.5 million people and 
17,000 businesses. Approximately 3,000 acres of former salt ponds will be restored to tidal 
wetlands, benefiting fish and wildlife. The benefit-cost ratio for this authorized project is 2.9 to 1 
at a 7% discount rate, making it a very desirable project from an economic perspective. 

The Corps of Engineers is currently completing design work and securing all necessary permits, 
with the goal of starting construction on the levee in the spring of 2018. We ask that Fiscal Year 
2018 construction general funds be provided to the Shoreline Project to allow this nationally 
significant project to move forward. Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 

(Jlk-uw&
John Laird 
Secretary for California Natural Resources 

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311, Sacramento, CA 95814 Ph. 916.653.5656 Fax 916.653.8102 http://resources.ca.gov 

http://resources.ca.gov


cc. Mick Mulvaney, Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
725 17th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20503 
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Service 
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Protectio11 Age11cy 
U.S. Fis/1 & Wildlife Service 
U.S. Geological Survey 
Wildlife Co11servatio11 Board 

November 28, 2017 

Lieutenant General Todd Semonite 

Commanding General and Chief of Engineers 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

441 G Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20548 

Ryan A. Fisher 

Acting Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) 

Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army 

108 Army Pentagon 

Washington, DC 20310 

Dear Lieutenant General Semonite and Mr. Fisher, 

I am writing to express the San Francisco Bay Joint Venture's (SFBJV) 
support for the South San Francisco Bay Shoreline Study. The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineer has been working on the Shoreline project since 2005, with their non­
federal partners, the Santa Clara Valley Water District and State Coastal 
Conservancy. The Shoreline project was authorized for construction in the Water 
Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act in 2016. 

The SFBJV is a partnership of nun-governmental organizations, utilities, 
landowners, and non-voting agencies with a goal to acquire, restore and enhance 
wetlands and riparian habitats and associated uplands, and sub-tidal habitats to 
benefit birds, fish, and other wildlife in the San Francisco Bay Area. The SFBJV is 
one of the eighteen federally-sponsored habitat Joint Ventures to implement the 
North American Wetlands Conservation Act and federal bird conservation plans. The 
SFVJV Management Board consists of 27 agencies and private organizations whose 
members agree to support and promote the goal and objectives of the Joint Venture 
and who represent the diversity of wetlands interests found in the San Francisco Bay 
Region. 

The South Bay Salt Pond Project represents the greatest opportunity to 

restore wethands in the South Bay and further implementation of SFBJV goals by 
habitat for shorebirds, waterfowl and endangered species. 

Construction of the Shoreline project will provide flood risk management for 
Silicon Valley while restoring wetland ecosystems in San Francisco Bay. A four­
mile levee will provide coastal flood protection for approximately 2,500 residents in 
the Alviso community of north San Jose and for the San Jose-Santa Clara Regional 
Wastewater Facility, which serves 1.5 million people and 17,000 businesses. 
Approximately 3,000 acres of former salt ponds will be restored to tidal wetlands, 
benefiting fish and wildlife. The benefit-cost ratio for this authorized project is 2.9 to 



., . ' 

1 at a 7% discount rate, making it a very desirable project from an economic perspective. 

The South San Francisco Bay Shoreline Study is a high priority project for the SFBJV partnership. We 
ask that you give the Shoreline Project full consideration for new start construction funding in Fiscal Year 
2018. The Corps' staff and their non-federal partners have done everything possible to ensure construction can 
start in the spring of 2018, assuming federal funds are provided. If you have any questions about the San 
Francisco Bay Joint Venture and how important this study is to our mission and goals, please contact our 
Coordinator, Beth Huning. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Ross-Leech 
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KANSENCHU 
CHAIR: ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT, 

CHAIR: HATE CRIMES 
SPORTS, TOURISM, AND INTERNET MEDIA 

ASIA/CALIFORNIA TRADE AND 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, TWENTY-FIFTH DISTRIC T 

INVESTMENT PROMOTION October 2, 2017 FOSTER CARE 
IM PROVING BAY AREA 

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 

Larry Goldzband APPOINTMENTS 
COMISSION ON ECONOMIC Executive Director 

DEVELO PMENT 
San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission 
455 Golden Gate Ave., Suite I 0600 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Bruce Wolfe 
Executive Officer 
San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 
1515 Clay St., Suite 1400 
Oakland, CA 94612 

Dear Mr. Goldzband and Mr. Wolfe: 

I am writing to ask your agencies to give full consideration to the permit applications submitted by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers for construction of the South San Francisco Bay Shoreline Project. 

Authorized by Congress in the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act in 2016, the 
Shoreline Project will restore close to 3,000 acres of former salt ponds to tidal wetlands and provide coastal 
flood risk management for northern San Jose. The Shoreline Project is a critical part of the South Bay Salt 
Pond Restoration Project, the largest wetland restoration effort on the west coast of the United States. Over 
15,000 acres of former commercial salt ponds were acquired in 2003 by state and federal resource agencies, 
followed by an extensive public planning process, and the start of restoration actions and monitoring in 
2009. The Shoreline Project will double the acres of wetlands restored to date as part of South Bay Salt 
Ponds Project, while providing flood management for: 650 housing units and 2500 residents and 
infrastructure in the community of Alviso; the San Jose-Santa Clara Regional Wastewater Facility, which 
cleans the wastewater of over 1.5 million people in the South Bay; and State Route 237, a major Silicon' 
Valley artery. 

I thank you for your work Lo protect San Francisco Bay and I urge your agencies to approve permits for the 
construction of the South San Francisco Bay Shoreline_ Project. 

KANSENCHU 
1h State Assemblymember, 25 AD 

Printed on Rscycled Pap9r 



 
John L. Varela 

Santa Clara Valley
.'.,/.':,O Alnwde.ri 1 -xpresswoy, Son Jose, CA 95118 361'1 I ('108) 26'-i 2600 I www.valleywater.org 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

July 13, 2017 John L. Varela / Chair (District 1) 
Barbara F. Keegan (District 2) 

Richard P. Santos / Vice Chair (District 3) 
Linda J. LeZotte (District 4) 

Nal Hsueh (District 5) 
Lieutenant General Todd Semonite Tony Estremera (District 6) 
Commanding General and Chief of Engineers Garv Kremen (District 7) 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
441 G Street NW INTERIM CHIEF EXEClJTIVE OFFICER 

Washington, D.C. 20314-1000 Norma Camacho 

CLERK OF THE BOARD 
Subject: Construction New Starts for Flood Risk Reduction Projects in FY 2018 

Michele L. King, CMC 

Dear Lieutenant General Semonite: 

I am writing to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to support a new start construction 
for the South San Francisco Bay Shoreline Study Project. The Santa Clara Valley Water District 
has been working on this project since the feasibility agreement with USACE and the California 
State Coastal Conservancy was signed in 2005. 

This project will provide protection from 1 % tidal flooding including consideration for sea level 
rise to urban areas adjacent to the South San Francisco Bay. A 1% tidal event has been 
estimated to cause $6.14 billion in damages and affect 4,700 acres and more than 5,000 
structures including roads, highways, parks, airports, sewage treatment plants, utility 
infrastructure, and the Silicon Valley Advanced Water Purification Center. In addition to homes, 
many globally recognized Silicon Valley businesses, such as Google and Cisco, are located in 
the projected flood inundation area, as is a portion of U.S. Highway 101 in the area of the City of 
Palo Alto. 

The project phase requiring a new start for construction in Fiscal Year 2018 is referred to as 
Economic Impact Area 11 or EIA 11. The Benefit-Cost-Ratio on EIA 11 is 2.9 to 1 for 
intermediate sea level change at a 7% discount rate, making this project very desirable from an 
economic perspective. In terms of project status, the design agreement has been completed 
and the target date for completion of the draft Project Partnership Agreement (PPA) is 
December 2017. However, the PPA cannot be executed until the project receives a construction 
new start authorization. 

I hope that as you consider construction new starts for Fiscal Year 2018 you will focus on 
including critical flood risk reduction projects, including the South San Francisco Bay Shoreline 
Study project. 

Sincerely, 

Chair/Board of Directors 

cc: Board of Directors (7), N. Camacho, M. Richardson, R. Callender, R. Gibson 
lh:em 
0713a-l.docx 

Our mission is to provide Silicon Volley safe, clean water for a heolthy life, environment, and economy. 

www.valleywater.org
https://Alnwde.ri



