
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
   

 
 

   

 
 

   
 

       
 

   
   

 
 

   
    

  
 

 
 

   
   

    
 

 
 
  

March 28, 2017 

The Honorable Thad Cochran The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
Chairman Vice Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate United States Senate 
S-128, The Capitol S-128, The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 

Subject: Support the National Coastal Zone Management Program 

Dear Chairman Cochran and Vice Chairman Leahy, 

We write to express strong support for the National Coastal Zone Management Program 
(CZM Program) which the Administration is proposing to cut despite its value to coastal states 
and territories. This program has been a critical tool for states and its loss would be felt by all 
citizens that live, visit, and work in coastal regions. 

Created by the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) in 1972, the CZM Program achieves 
multiple goals for coastal communities including economic development, enhancement of public 
access and recreation, and protection of coastal resources. States face unique challenges and the 
CZMA recognizes that states have the sovereign right to pursue their own solutions and manage 
uses of their own coastlines and submerged lands. The CZM program provides federal support 
for these state programs to ensure that as a nation, all coastal states and territories can enable 
their coastal communities to achieve both state and national priorities. 

This state-federal partnership also enables states to leverage federal funds to streamline 
permits, provide grants to communities, and ensure federal actions are consistent with state laws. 
Moreover, the CZMA requires a dollar-for-dollar state match for almost all federal funding, with 
states matching over $59 million FY2016. The state-match component demonstrates the state 
commitment to coastal management and it is a sound investment that leverages the benefit of 
every taxpayer dollar. 

The CZM program has helped organizations and communities like ours achieve coastal 
management successes for over 44 years, with strong support from those of us that represent 
communities, businesses, and organizations listed below. It benefits all coastal states and 
territories, including the Great Lakes states, and we urge you to support full funding for this vital 
program. 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Mary Munson 
Executive Director 
Coastal States Organization 

Stephanie Bailenson 
Senior Policy Advisor for 

Oceans and Coasts 
The Nature Conservancy 

Elizabeth W. Mabry 
Senior Policy Manager, 

Ecosystems 
Environmental Defense 

Fund 

Emily Woglom 
Executive Vice President 
Ocean Conservancy 

Jessie Ritter 
Senior Policy Specialist 
National Wildlife Federation 

Sarah Chasis 
Oceans Program Director 
Natural Resources Defense 

Council 

Karen Hyun, Ph.D. 
Director, Water and Coastal 

Policy 
National Audubon Society 

Jeff Benoit 
President 
Restore America's Estuaries 

Jim Bradley 
Vice President, Policy & 

Government Relations 
American Rivers 

Derek Brockbank 
Executive Director 
American Shore & Beach 

Preservation Association 

Tim Dillingham 
Executive Director 
American Littoral Society 

. 
Pete Stauffer 
Environmental Director 

Jennifer Savage 
CA Policy Manager 
Surfrider Foundation 

Rebecca Roth 
Executive Director 
National Estuarine Research 

Reserve Association 

Judy Tucker 
Executive Director 
The Coastal Society 

Shannon Yee 
Policy and Conservation 

Director 
National Marine Sanctuary 

Foundation 

Josie Quintrell 
Director 
IOOS Association 

Barry Holliday 
Executive Director 
Dredging Contractors of 

America 

Jeff Collier 
Mayor 
Town of Dauphin Island, 

Alabama 

Carl P. Fortuna, Jr. 
First Selectman 
Town of Old Saybrook, 

Connecticut 

Barbara Sharief, MSN, 
ARNP 

Mayor 
Broward County Board of 

County Commissioners 



 
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Reggie Loper 
Effingham County 

Commissioner 
Effingham Couny, Georgia 

Ronald Feldner 
City Manager 
Garden City, Georgia 

Billy Edwards 
City Manager 
City of Hinesville, Georgia 

John “Patrick” Zoucks 
McIntosh County Manager 
McIntosh County, Georgia 

Barton A. Alderman 
Mayor 
Springfield, Georgia 

Jason Buelterman 
Mayor 
City of Tybee Island, 

Georgia 

Wayne Motley 
Mayor 
City of Waukegan, Illinois 

Ryan Bourriaque 
Parish Administrator 
Cameron Parish Police Jury, 

Louisiana 

Michael S. Yenni 
Parish President 
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana 

James B. Cantrelle 
Parish President 
Lafourche Parish 

Government, Louisiana 

Gordon E. Dove 
Parish President 
Terrebonne Parish 

Consolidated Government, 
Louisiana 

Lisa O’Donnell 
Chair, Board of Selectmen 
Town of Essex, MA 

Kim Driscoll 
Mayor 
Salem, Massachusetts 

Todd I. Selig 
Administrator 
Town of Durham, NH 

Michael P. Summer 
Mayor 
City of Lakewood, Ohio 

Eileen Bulan 
Mayor 
City of Vermilion, Ohio 

Dale Shafer 
City Manager 
City of Nehalem, Oregon 

Stevie S. Burden 
Mayor 
City of Wheeler, Oregon 

Geoff Wullschlager 
City Manager 
City of Wheeler, Oregon 

John J. Tecklenburg 
Mayor 
City of Charleston, South 

Carolina 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
  

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

Bill Otis 
Mayor 
Town of Pawleys Island, 

South Carolina 

Crystal L. Dingler 
Mayor 
City of Ocean Shores, 

Washington 

Debra S. Lewis 
Mayor 
City of Ashland, Wisconsin 

Gordon T Ringberg 
Mayor 
City of Bayfield, Wisconsin 

Joseph Pinardi 
Board Chairman 
Iron County, Wisconsin 

John T. Dickert 
Mayor 
City of Racine, Wisconsin 

Bruce C. Hagen 
Mayor 
City of Superior, Wisconsin 

Dan Bond 
Environmental/Grants 

Coordinator 
City of Gulf Shores, 

Alabama 

Casi Callaway 
Executive Director & 

Baykeeper 
Mobile Baykeeper 

Walter C. Ernest IV 
Director of Operations 
Pelican Coast Conservancy 

Yael Girard 
Executive Director 
Weeks Bay Foundation 

Randy Short 
President/CEO 
Almar Management, Inc. 

and 
Marine Recreation 

Association Member 

George Jacob 
President & CEO 
bay.org / Bay Ecotarium 

Steven Aceti 
Executive Director 
California Coastal Coalition 

Susan Jordan, 
Executive Director 
California Coastal Protection 

Network 

Sara Aminzadeh 
Executive Director 
California Coastkeeper 

Alliance 

Cara Martinson 
Federal Affairs Manager/ 

Legislative Representative 
California State Association 

of Counties (CSAC) 

James M. Haussener 
Executive Director 
California Marine Affairs 

and Navigation 
Conference 

Susan Harvey 
President 
North County Watch 

Duane L. Kenagy, P.E. 
Interim Chief Executive 
Port of Long Beach 

Sejal Choksi-Chugh 
Executive Director & 

Baykeeper 
San Francisco Baykeeper 

David Lewis 
Executive Director 
Save The Bay – San 

Francisco 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

  
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Dan York 
Vice President 
The Wildlands Conservancy 

Zachary Plopper 
Conservation Director, 

WILDCOAST 

Roberta Guerrero 
Executive Director 
Micronesia Islands Nature 

Alliance 

Stewart J. Hudson 
Executive Director 
Audubon Connecticut 

Leah Lopez Schmalz 
Program Director 
Connecticut Fund for the 

Environment 
Save the Sound 

Melvin Woody 
Chairman 
Connecticut River Gateway 

Commission 

J. H. Torrance Downes, 
Senior Planner 

Lower Connecticut River 
Valley Council of 
Governments (RiverCOG) 

Laurie Murphy 
Executive Director 
Emerald Coastkeeper, Inc 

Justin Bloom 
Executive Director 
Suncoast Waterkeeper 

Courtney Reich 
Owner 
Ecological Planning Group 

Robert Ramsay 
President 
Georgia Conservancy 

Denise R. Grabowski, AICP, 
LEED AP 

Principal and Owner 
Symbioscity 

William C. McDonald 
Acting Director 
Guam Bureau of Statistics 

and Plans 

Marjorie Ziegler 
Executive Director 
Conservation Council for 

Hawai‘i 

Livit Callentine, AICP 
Staff Planner 
County of Maui, Department 

of Planning 
Maui, Hawaii 

Robin Kaye 
Friends of Lana’i 

Heather Simmons 
Executive Director 
Hawai‘i Forest Industry 

Association (HFIA) 

Craig Clouet 
President 
Hawaii Geographic 

Information Coordinating 
Council 

Donna Wong 
Executive Director 
Hawaii’s Thousand Friends 

Alice P. Hewett 
Ko`olaupoko Hawaiian 

Civic Club 

Kevin Chang 
Executive Director 
Kua'āina Ulu 'Auamo 

Rene Siracusa 
President 
Malama O Puna 

Arthur Kimbal Thompson 
AIA 

Chair 

Angela Anderson 
Vice Chair 

Donna Brown 
Member 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Phil Fernandez 
Member 

Dawn Hegger-Nordblom 
Member 

Sue Sakai 
Member 
Marine and Coastal Zone 

Advocacy Council 
(MACZAC), Hawaii 

Albert Perez 
Executive Director 
Maui Tomorrow Foundation, 

Inc. 

Rachel Neville 
Manager 
O`ahu Invasive Species 

Committee (OISC) 

Jean Brokish 
Executive Director 
Oahu Resource 

Conservation and 
Development Council 

Dr. Takiora Ingram 
Executive Director 
Pacific Writers Connection 

Angela Hiʻilei Kawel 
Executive Director 
Paepae o Heʻeia 

Scott Sullivan 
Vice President 
Sea Engineering, Inc. 

Natalie Johnson 
Executive Director 
Save the Dunes 

Kristopher Krouse 
Executive Director 
Shirley Heinze Land Trust 

Laurie T. Cormier 
Coastal Zone Manager 
Calcasieu Parish Police Jury, 

Louisiana 

Amanda M. Voisin 
CZM Administrator 
Lafourche Parish 

Government, Louisiana 

Gordon E. Dove 
Parish President 
Terrebonne Parish 

Consolidated Government, 
Louisiana 

Paul Niedzwiecki 
Executive Director 
Cape Cod Commission 

Wendy Northcross 
CEO 
Cape Cod Chamber of 

Commerce / CVB 

Richard Delaney 
President and CEO 
Center for Coastal Studies 

Jack Clarke 
Director of Public Policy & 

Government Relations 
Mass Audubon 

Randall Lyons 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Marine 

Trades Association 

Edward Anthes-Washburn 
Port Director 
Port of New Bedford 

Kim Driscoll 
Mayor 
Salem, Massachusetts 

Tim Glidden 
President 
Maine Coast Heritage Trust 

Jane E. Disney, Ph.D. 
Senior Staff Scientist 
Education Director 
MDI Biological Laboratory 

Dan Schutte 
District Manager 
Lake County Soil and Water 

Conservation District 

Molly Thompson 
Executive Director 
Sugarloaf: The North Shore 

Stewardship Association 

Peter Kinner 
Trustee 
Great Bay Stewards 

Roger W. Stephenson, APR 
Principle, Stephenson 

Strategic LLC 
Management Committee 

member, Piscataqua 
Region Estuaries 
Partnership 

Policy Advisory Committee, 
UNH Sea Grant 

Cliff Sinnott 
Executive Director 
Rockingham Planning 

Commission 

https://www.mdibl.org/


 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 

Kimberly M. Reed, CFM 
Planning & Zoning 

Administrator 
Rye, New Hampshire 

Jay Diener 
Chair 
Seabrook-Hamptons Estuary 

Alliance 

Michael A. Trainque, P.E., 
Chairman 

Board of Directors 
Southeast Watershed 

Alliance 

Michele L. Tremblay 
President, Board of 

Directors 
New Hampshire Rivers 

Council 

Robert M. Roseen, Ph.D., 
P.E., D.WRE., 

Principal 
Waterstone Engineering 

Margot Walsh 
Executive Director 
Jersey Shore Partnership 

Paul Gallay 
Hudson Riverkeeper 
Riverkeeper, Inc. 

Tom Wright 
President 
Regional Plan Association 

Lee Willbanks 
Upper St. Lawrence 

Riverkeeper 
Executive Director 
Save The River 

Joseph M Campbell, DC 
President 
Gas Free Seneca 

Mary Kay Costello 
Director of Public Safety 

Service 
City of Rocky River, Ohio 

Jonathan Holody 
Director of Planning and 

Development 
Euclid, Ohio 

Larry Fletcher 
President 
Lake Erie Shores & Islands 

Mark Nystrom 
Energy, Environment and 

Land Use Policy Manager 
Association of Oregon 

Counties 

Denise E. Lofman 
Director 

Hannah Dankbar 
Coastal Planner 
Columbia River Estuary 

Study Taskforce (CREST) 

Valerie S. Folkema 
Commission President 
Port of Garibaldi 

Richard T Townsend 
Planning & Community 

Development Director 

Debra Martzahn Nicholson 
Senior Planner 
City of Lincoln City, Oregon 

Phillip Johnson 
Executive Director 
Oregon Shores Conservation 

Coalition 

Bryan W. Pohl, CFM 
Community Development 

Director 
Tillamook County, Oregon 

Giovanna Guerrero-Medina 
PhD 

Executive Director 
Ciencia Puerto Rico 

Luis Jorge Rivera Herrera 
Environmental Scientist and 

Planner 
2016 Goldman 

Environmental Award 
Recipient - Island and 
Island Nations 

Wanda I. Crespo Acevedo 
Director, Urban, Regional 

and Environmental 
Planning Division 

Estudios Técnicos, Inc. 



 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

   
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

Duane Parrish 
Director 
SC Parks Recreation and 

Tourism 

Paul Carroll, PE, PMP 
Engineer 
AECOM 

Mary Edna Frasier 
Artist 

Chris Rae 
Chief Technical Officer 
Blue Urchin Consulting, Inc. 

David Rogers 
General Manager 
Charleston City Marina 

Jessica Hardesty Noris, PhD 
President 
Charleston Natural History 

Society 

Andrew J. Wunderley, Esq. 
Executive Director 
Charleston Waterkeeper 

Emily Cedzo 
Air, Water, & Public Health 

Project Manager 
Coastal Conservation 

League 

Norman Levine, Ph.D. 
Director, Lowcountry 

Hazards Center 
College of Charleston 
Director, Santee Cooper GIS 

and Remote Sensing 
Laboratory 

Meta L. Van Sickle 
Department Chair 
Department of Teacher 

Education 
School of Education, Health 

and Human Performance 
College of Charleston 

Quinn Burke, Ed. D. 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Teacher 

Education 
School of Education, Health 

and Human Performance 
College of Charleston 

Mark Wilbert 
Director of Emergency 

Management and 
Resilience 

City of Charleston 

Cathryn Zommer 
Executive Director 
Enough Pie, Inc 

Nancy Smith 
Folly Green and Folly Beach 

Turtle Watch 

Frank Knapp Jr. 
President & CEO 
South Carolina Small 

Business Chamber of 
Commerce 

Lia Colabello 
Community & Partnerships 

Director 
The 5 Gyres Institute 

Kirstin Dow, 
Professor of Geography 
University of South Carolina 

Merrie Koester, Ph.D. 
Science Literacy and Arts 

Integration Specialist 
Director Project Draw for 

Science, USC Center for 
Science Education 

Shea Gibson 
Meteorologist SE Region / 

East Coast / Tropics 
WeatherFlow, Inc. 

Bob Stokes 
President 
Galveston Bay Foundation 

Diane Wilson 
Executive Director 
San Antonio Bay 

Waterkeeper 

Skip Stiles 
Executive Director 
Wetlands Watch 

Dale Beasley 
President 
Coalition of Coastal 

Fisheries 

Margaret Barrette 
Executive Director 
Pacific Coast Shellfish 

Growers Association 

Chris Wilke 
Executive Director 
Puget Soundkeeper Alliance 

Bill Dewey 
Director of Public Affairs 
Taylor Shellfish Farms 

Sara AH Hudson 
Director 
City of Ashland Parks and 

Recreation Department 

Corey Zetts 
Executive Director 
Menomonee Valley Partners, 

Inc. 

Cheryl Nenn 
Riverkeeper 
Milwaukee Riverkeeper 

Marjie Tomter 
Ozaukee Treasures Network 

Kathy Tank 
Executive Director 
Port Washington Tourism 

Council 

Paul Holley 
President 
Wisconsin Harbor Towns 

Association 


