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January 11, 2017

Mr. Erik Buehmann, Principal Permit Analyst

San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 10600

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Galilee Harbor Settlement Agreement
Dear Mr. Buehmann,

The Richardson Bay Maritime Association (RBMA) is writing in enthusiastic support of
the Galilee Harbor Community Association’s (GHCA) request to extend their
Settlement Agreement for a second 20-year term.

The RBMA is a volunteer, 501(c)3 organization, established in 1998 for the purpose of
preserving and revitalizing Sausalito’s maritime heritage and traditions. The RBMA
serves as a public resource promoting the working waterfront and traditional
maritime skills through public outreach, maritime exhibits, research and educational
activities.

In keeping with our RBMA efforts to support vital aspects of the Richardson’s Bay
community, we continually appreciate the contributions of the Galilee Harbor
Association as they serve the public and promote preservation and stewardship of
our waterfront. They have set about and accomplished many things including
protecting and encouraging re-growth of the Mono Street Marsh, holding an annual
Maritime Day that attracts a large number of people from far and wide to learn
about maritime skills and enjoy maritime traditions, plus individual members
participate in city sponsored committees and in local civic organizations.

For these reasons and more, we hope you agree and recognize the GHCA as worthy,
granting the requested extension and renewal of the Settlement Agreement.

Sincerely,
Roberta Maloy
Treasurer

PO Box 1108, Sausalito, CA 94966-1108, www.richardsonbaymaritimeassociation.org
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January 4, 2017

Erik Buehmann

Principal Permit Analyst

San Francisco Bay Conservation & Development Commission
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 10600

San Francisco, CA 94102-7019

Email: erik.buehmann@bcdc.ca.gov

Transmitted via Electronic Mail

Re:  Extending Settlement Agreement in the Matter of San Francisco Bay Conservation &
Development Commission v. Galilee Harbor Community Association

Dear Mr. Buehmann,

On behalf of San Francisco Baykeeper (“Baykeeper”) and our more than five thousand
members and supporters who use and enjoy the environmental, recreational, and aesthetic qualities
of San Francisco Bay, I respectfully submit these comments for consideration by the San Francisco
Bay Conservation and Development Commission (“BCDC”) in support of extending the Settlement
Agreement between BCDC and the Galilee Harbor Community Association (“Galilee”) to allow
houseboats and live-aboards at Galilee. Over the past decade, Baykeeper has volunteered with
Galilee members at annual cleanup events, has participated in Galilee’s annual Maritime Day
celebration, and coordinated with Galilee’s Harbor Manager to reduce pollution in the Bay.

Galilee’s community is committed to restoring public access to the waterfront, including
public paths and ADA accessible docks, which are rare elsewhere in the Bay Area. Galilee’s
operations are the opposite of privatizing the waterfront.

In 2007, Galilee’s members proactively mobilized and successfully protected the Mono
Street Marsh from the Cosco Busan oil spill by deploying boom materials to keep oil away from the
marsh’s vegetation. No additional government cleanup was required due to Galilee’s vigilance.

Galilee members are active environmental stewards of the Mono Street Marsh and
Sausalito’s waterfront. Baykeeper strongly encourages BCDC to extend the Settlement Agreement
and permit the Galilee community to continue to thrive on the water.

Very truly yours,

erle ) npal

Nicole C. Sasaki
Associate Attorney
San Francisco Baykeeper

P 1736 Franklin Street, Suite 800
2N DSy

ATBREREPERS AN Pollution hotline: 1 800 KEEP BAY Oakland, CA 94612
i?ﬁirﬁlgié’m. FOUNDING MEMBER Www,baykeeper.org (510) 735-9700
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January 2, 2017

VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL

Mr. Erik Buehmann, Principal Permit Analyst

San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 10600

San Francisco CA 94102-7019

Re:  Galilee Harbor, Sausalito CA — Permit Renewal
Dear Mr. Buehmann:

I understand that the application of Galilee Harbor in Sausalito for renewal of its
permit is coming before the Commission on January 19. I am writing to voice my support
for that community and for renewal of its permit for the longest possible period.

I moved to Sausalito in 1974 (to attend USF Law School) and soon met members of
the waterfront community of the day. As it happens, my independent project for my local
government law course at USF was an analysis of the Commission’s authority and actions
with regard to the Sausalito waterfront (as it existed 40 years ago).

Acknowledging that — in the 1970s — there were a number of environmental issues
involving the overall waterfront community, I was also cognizant of the value the
community provided to its members, to Sausalito and its long maritime history, and to
southern Marin. Among the many people I came to know, there were merchant seamen,
sailors (including several who had or have since circumnavigated the globe), artists,
craftspeople, as well as many people who, even then, could never afford to live in Marin
but for the Sausalito waterfront.

Over the years since then, I have watched the community change. In many parts of
the waterfront, it has become positively middle class. Docks have been built or rebuilt with
modern sewage, water and electrical systems. Derelict vessels have been removed. Marinas
filled with high-priced yachts have been constructed. Office buildings have been built along
the shore. Many of these changes were positive; however, many came at a great cost. There
are far fewer persons involved in maritime trades and life, many fewer artists, far fewer



Mr. Erik Buehmann, Principal Permit Analyst

Re:  Galilee Harbor, Sausalito CA — Permit Renewal
January 3, 2017

Page 2

affordable living opportunities.

One very positive change in the past 40 years was the creation of Galilee Harbor. It
has provided a haven for people involved in one way or another with maritime life and
artists, many of whom could never live anywhere in the Bay Area (or perhaps California)
but for Galilee Harbor. It is a vibrant community that is actively involved in maintaining a
good quality of life, a safe place for children to grow up, and a clean environment.

I know several children (now young adults) who grew up in Galilee. Without
exception, they are bright, engaging, involved and possessed of a special perspective and
experience gained through life on the water.

Marin generally, and southern Marin in particular, is suffering greatly from its
minimal stock of affordable housing. Those of us who live here see it every day in the ever
increasing traffic congestion (and attendant air pollution). Among its many attributes,
Galilee Harbor provides affordable housing for a substantial number of people, both young
and old. It is important to all of us to maintain the housing stock we have.

Galilee Harbor is also an important part of the Sausalito Community. They hold
events (such as Maritime Day) which many “outsiders” attend and enjoy. They help support
events such as the Fourth of July parade and celebration in adjacent Dunphy Park. Members
of the Association have given well attended presentations regarding maritime life at the
Sausalito Public Library. They help make Sausalito the special and unique place that it is.

The Galilee Harbor Association has not been inactive since the original permit was
issued. It has continually worked to improve both its shore side and water environment. It
has created community gardens. It has added walkways and more access to the waterfront
for the public. It has policed itself to ensure that it maintains proper sanitation and other
standards. It has helped preserve historic vessels.

I strongly urge the Commission to reissue its permits to Galilee Harbor. They have
lived up to everyone’s hopes and expectations and have both earned and deserve the right to
continue to exist as the positive community that it is. If you or any member of the
Commission have any questions or would like any additional information, please contact
me.

Sincere‘l'yw
\ {
el
James Parton 111

cc. Galilee Harbor Association
BCDC - GALILEE 20170103



RICHARDSON’S BAY REGIONAL AGENCY

Mr. Erik Buehmann, Principal Permit Analyst

San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 10600

San Francisco CA 94102-7019

November 3, 2016

Dear Mr. Beuhmann,

I would like to write a letter of enthusiastic support for the Galilee Harbor Community
Association. In my duties as the Harbor Administrator for the Richardson’s Bay Regional
Agency over the past 22 years, | have watched as Galilee Harbor went through their thoughtful
development process, construction phases and organic evolution into a well-run harbor that
provides a model for the Sausalito area in the realms of maritime preservation, public access and

low-income housing.

Additionally, due to Galilee’s responsible stewardship and their zero-discharge policies, the
twice-annual tests we conduct for pathogens are consistently below state mandates (TMDLs) for
water recreation. | appreciate their attention to the environment and the quantifiable
improvements that have become part of the harborside culture there.

Sincerely,

Bill Price
Harbor Administrator
Richardson’s Bay Regional Agency

CC: Galilee Harbor Community Assn.

¢/o Marin Co. Community Development Agency 3501 Civic Center Drive, Rm. 308 San Rafael, CA 94903
cell 415-971-3919 fax 415/331-1667
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Renewal of Galilee Harbor's settlement agreement with BCDC
1 message

Holm, Linda M SPN <Linda.M.Holm@usace.army.mil> Thu, Nov 3, 2016 at 3:04 PM
To: "erik.buehmann@bcdc.ca.gov"” <erik.buehmann@bcdc.ca.gov>

Dear Erik Buehamann,

My name is Linda Holm and | am a park ranger at the Bay Model is Sausalito. For several years | have been consuiting
the Galilee Harbor Association with respect to their wetland restoration project. | am very supportive of their efforts and

think of them as a shining example of conservation, preservation and stewardship, and what can be accomplished by a

few dedicated individuals who take the initiative to act. They are an inspiration many.

Attached is my letter of support. | put a hard copy in the mail to you yesterday but with all the folks voting by mail | am
quite certain the post offices in the area are becoming bogged down and in the event that the deadline is rapidly
approaching for the settle renewal, | thought | better send you a copy of my letter of recommendation via email to be

sure that you got this in time.

Please give the Galilee Harbor's settlement renewal with BCDC consideration. They are definitely, in my opinion, worthy
of renewal.

Your efforts in this matter are deeply appreciated.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,

Linda M. Holm

Park Ranger

USACE - Bay Model
2100 Bridgeway
Sausalito, CA 94965
415-289-3023

@ Letter of Support - Galilee Harbor Wetland Restoration Project.docx
14K



Linda M. Holm, Park Ranger
US Army Corps of Engineers - Bay Model
2100 Bridgeway
Sausalito, California 94965

415-289-3023

Dear Erik Buehmann,

This is a letter of support for the Galilee Harbor Community Association and their accomplishments in
revitalizing and restoring a former wetland adjacent to their unique floating home community situated

on the beautiful Sausalito waterfront.

There is no doubt that the residents are clearly dedicated to the project and refer to it as a labor of love
as they carefully collect and distribute the native grasses and plants in the right consecutive order to
insure their survival and repopulation.

This particular wetland restoration project is 2 work in progress conducted by the residence and children
in particular. Their efforts are evident by the amount of native wetland plants taking hold, spreading out

and collecting sediment.

This original strip of wetland had been reduced to an area trampled by hikers and their off leash dogs
(and the waste left behind). There were no nesting and resting places safe for shore birds. Erosion and
subsidence along the coastline was observable. The litter and trash was not only an environmental
concern but an eyesore for the residents.

The community rallied for a fence to be installed preventing public access and thus the task of restoring
a piece of abused landscape back into a functioning, natural brackish marsh environment commenced.
Today the land is well on its way to returning to its origins as an intricate part of Richardson Bay’s bio
sensitive ecosystems. Now birds and other native wildlife are frequently sited.

I have personally observed the transformation over the years and participated in promoting the benefits
of wetlands at their Maritime Day celebration and festivities that annually attract a visitation of several
hundred people from surrounding communities. Galilee Harbor is good role model and inspiration in
terms of wetland stewardship and what a single, small community can accomplish.

In light of the climate changing and waters rising, we know the importance of wetland restoration
projects and their ability to absorb large amounts of flood water thus reducing damage to personal
property in the vicinity. There is little wetland left in Sausalito as the coastline is largely covered in
riprap so any place were a wetland can be reintroduced should be considered a major plus.

| hereby recommend that you renew Galilee Harbor’s settlement agreement. | believe that this project
serves in the best interest of the entire City at large and the wildlife that depend on it. If you have any
questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Linda M. Holm



THE ARQUES SCHOOL
P.0. BOX 2010, SAUSALITO, CA 94966

October 16, 2016

Mr. Erik Buehmann

SF BCDC

455 Golden Gate Ave, Suite 10600
San Francisco, CA 94102-7019

Dear Mr. Buehmann,

I strongly support the renewal of Galilee Harbor’s settlement agreement. Having
lived in the area for more than sixty years, I have been delighted by BCDC’s ef-
forts during the last few decades to protect our our shores and bay. At the same
time, I cherish what remains of Old Sausalito, including the community at Galilee

Harbor.

A number of our school’s graduate students have been able to settle at Galilee Har-
bor which is one of the few places in Sausalito where a craftsperson can afford to
live. Some of our best graduates still live there. They are helping to preserve
Sausalito’s traditional boatbuilding heritage.

I encourage your agency’s continued support of Galilee Harbor.

Robert Darr,
Founder and Director of The Arques School of Traditional Boatbuilding.
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Brian C. Crawford
DIRECTOR

Roy Bateman
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
MANAGER

Marin County Civic Center
3501 Civic Center Drive
Svite 308

San Rafael, CA 94903

415 473 627971
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COUNTY OF MARIN ;

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

September 21, 2016

Mr. Erik Buehmann, Principal Permit Analyst

San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 10600

San Francisco CA 94102-7019

Galilee Harbor
Napa Street Pier, Sausalito
(Galilee Harbor Community Association)

Subject:

Dear Mr. Buehmann:

| understand that Galilee Harbor has applied for renewal of its Settlement Agreement
with BCDC. Through my work as Manager of the Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) Program in Marin County since 1984, | am familiar with Galilee
Harbor. Beginning in 1983, CDBG has provided Galilee Harbor with over $2.3
million in federal grant funding for site acquisition, harbor facilities, and public

improvements.

During my career with the County, | have seen the Galilee Harbor Community
Association gain skills and experience as an organization. Perhaps you have
noticed that Galilee Harbor staff Donna Bragg and Doreen Gounard take regulatory
requirements seriously and are quite capable of meeting those requirements. What |
have experienced is that they have built the Galilee Harbor Community Association
into a reliable steward of the natural environment, the historic working waterfront,
and the community benefits of affordable live-work space for low-income people.

Every year, | visit Galilee Harbor to do an on-site monitoring. These are some of the
things that have impressed me over the years:

» Galilee Harbor residents value being in harmony with the natural
environment. With great joy, Galilee staff described their success in
transplanting shoreline intertidal plants from one area of the harbor to
another, so that cord grass, pickleweed, and salt grass are now firmly
established. Galilee Harbor is a member of the Clean Boating Network.
Their Harbor Manager is certified as a first responder for marine oil spills.



PAGE2 OF 2
> The Galilee Harbor Community Association is a highly competent property

manager, willing and able to enforce rules and regulations that have been
adopted for the public good. They are responsible landlords. When they are
in doubt about how to interpret CDBG regulations, they call me for advice.
They contract with EAH, a well-regarded local non-profit affordable housing
organization, for assistance with income certifications of residents. When
they have used federal funds for improvements, they have carefully complied
with federal labor standards and prevailing wage requirements. Galilee staff
keep informed about fair housing and affirmative marketing regulations. They
understand the importance of establishing and following rules and procedures
for the long-term good of the community.

> Galilee Harbor has fulfilled its promise to be a predominantly low-income
community of people working in marine and artistic occupations. Galilee
residents include people who build and repair boats, and artists who are
inspired by their location on the Bay. Over 85% of the residents have
incomes within the CDBG income limits.

> Galilee Harbor preserves the living history of a working waterfront where
people of modest means share a sense of community. As housing prices
increase, Sausalito is at risk of losing the diversity that has historically been
part of its appeal. Visitors to the area are impressed with the historic
ferryboat pilot houses that form the gateway to the Galilee Harbor piers, but
as they walk further along the piers, they experience the more subtle aspects
of this extraordinary, eccentric, and quirky community. In that sense, Galilee
Harbor provides a special public access experience.

Renewal of the Galilee Harbor Settlement Agreement will enable this unique project
to continue to provide public benefits to the local and regional community.

Sincerely,

>
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.1,»7‘_} % “a =
// Kj‘. g Wm

7

Roy Bateman
Community Development Manager

cc: Marc Zeppetelio, Esq., Chief Counsel

E\Roy's Docs\PROJECTS\GALILEE\Galilee Harbor BCDC Letter Sept 201 6.Docx/roy

COUNTY OF MARIN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 3501 Civie Center Drive - Suite 308 - San Rafael, CA 94903



¥, SAUSALITO POLICE DEPARTMENT

John Rohrbacher
Chief of Police

June 9, 2016

Doreen Gounard, Harbor Mananger
Galilee Harbor

300 Napa St.

Sausalito, CA 94965

Ms. Gounard,

I understand that Galilee Harbor is concerned about re-opening the portion of land behind your office
building for public use. The Sausalito Police Department’s recommendation several years ago to close that
secluded area was based on the fact that it had become the site of illegal activities, such as public
drunkenness, theft, and narcotics related crimes. The Sausalito Police Department still supports our previous
recommendation and feels that if that area were to be re-opened and left unrestricted for public use, the land

would be used by people once again for illegal activities.

When we made our recommendation, we also requested that you relocate your picnic tables and bench to a
more open area in order to discourage the criminal element from loitering. We are happy to see that you
acted upon this recommendation and that by taking this action you have reduced the instances of disruptive

and illegal activity along the north end of your shoreline path.

The Sausalito Police Department is also pleased to see that Galilee Harbor has recently placed use limits with
restricted hours on the public dinghy dock on your property. This has undoubtedly helped deter some of the
problems that your property was experiencing with the anchor out/boating community during the evenings.

Even with all the efforts Galilee Harbor has taken to protect their property and residents, incidents of crime
and public disorder have still taken place in the area. Since 2014, the Sausalito Police have responded to 294
calls for service around your property for a wide range of incidents. Unfortunately, one of these calls was
regarding an assault against you by a man who is frequently in the area and has a history of combative

behavior.

Please know that the Sausalito Police Department is appreciative of your efforts to maintain a safe
environment for your residents.

Sincerely,

NV

John Rohrbacher
Chief of Police

29 Caledonia Street = Sausalito, CA 94965 « Phone (415) 289-4170 = Fax (415) 289-4175
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