UNITEHERE! 1ocai 2850

1440 Broadway, Suite 208, Oakland, CA 94612 510/893-3181 Fax: 510/893-5362 .

August 3, 2016

Board of Commissioners

San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 10600

San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Commissioners:

I write to express UNITE HERE Local 2850°s opposition to the proposed hotel at
2350 Harbor Bay Parkway (BCDC Permit Application No. 2016.003.00). Many members
of Local 2850 live in Alameda, work near the project site at the Oakland airport, and/or
use the area for recreation. The project is too large for the parcel, would significantly
obstruct views of the Bay, and would inhibit public access to the shoreline.

As noted by BCDC staff and members of the BCDC Design Review Board, the
project would block views of the Bay for virtually the entire length of the parcel, and
would provide no dedicated view corridor. The proposed hotel is much larger than
anything: that was considered for this site when the Harbor Bay development was
originally conceived, and a building this large right up against the shoreline pedestrian
and bike paths would be intimidating and discourage use of the shoreline by the public,
especially since the hotel will be unwelcoming to the public at large and only open to

\ hotel guests. This is in stark contrast to the restaurant or restaurants that were originally
planned for the site.

Even after the BCDC amended its agreement with the master developer of the
Harbor Bay Business Park to allow more flexibility for development of the parcel, a hotel
is still not permitted under the agreement. Likewise, the City of Alameda’s zoning
ordinance restricts the parcel to “a) a single use building containing either a restaurant or
private offices or b) a mixed use building containing on the upper floor or floors private
offices and on the ground floor one or more visitor serving commercial uses such as
either a sit down or take out restaurant snack bar or coffee shop.” (See City of Alameda
Ordinance # 3086, attached.) While the BCDC is not charged with interpreting or
enforcing cities’ zoning ordinances, you should be aware that the validity of the City
entitlements for this project are in dispute and not settled.

Furthermore, the project does not comply with the setbacks from the Shoreline

Park that are required under the Planned Development regulations adopted for the Harbor
Bay Business Park. While this is also a question of consistency with City zoning
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regulations, it is also directly relevant to the BCDC’s mission of maximizing public
access to and views of the Bay.

As you know, the project was heavily criticized by the Design Review Board,
which recommended that the applicant return to the DRB after making significant
revisions addressing concerns related to public access and views. The applicant chose not
to return to the DRB and has made only the slightest changes to the project. We urge the
Commission to preserve public access and views of the Bay by denying the permit for
this project.

Sincerely,

Ty Hudson
Research Analyst
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Thursday, August 4, 2016 at 9:47:49 AM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: | oppose issuing a building permit for the proposed hotel at 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway in Alameda.
Date: Thursday, August 4, 2016 at 9:46:24 AM Pacific Daylight Time

From: Lisa Rudman

To: Arbelaez, Jhon@BCDC -

Dear Jhon Arbelaez,

As a San Francisco Bay resident, | oppose issuing a building permit for the proposed hotel at 2350 Harbor Bay
Parkway in Alameda.

Putting a monster hotel on a tiny parcel doesn't make sense. Blighting our waterfront, blocking our views and bay
access, and congesting our scenic shoreline would diminish our quality of life. The hotel developer's gain would be
our loss!

Please don't let us down! Deny a permit for this intimidating building on the Bay. Vote NO!
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Lisa Rudman
Oakland, CA 94618
510-658-4244
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Thursday, August 4, 2016 at 9:29:24 AM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: 2850 Harbor Bay parkway hotel development

Date:  Thursday, August 4, 2016 at 9:24:59 AM Pacific Daylight Time

From: Kerwin Allen

To: Arbelaez, Jhon@BCDC, McCrea, Brad @BCDC, Michaels, Jaime@BCDC

Dear Sirs,

Rather than send some form letter written by others and signing my name, | am taking the
time to write you in my own words to state my unwavering disapproval of this the proposed
hotel development on Harbor Bay Parkway. The most recent drawings provided by the
developer do almost nothing to mitigate the deficiencies pointed out by your staff review
of the project. The parcel is tiny at 1.17 acres. A 5-story hotel with a 27 foot setback is
incredibly out of place where proposed. The hotel developer, while claiming fo have
made “concessions”, have done almost nothing 1o make this project more palatable to the
goals and ideals of BCDC in my humble opinion. The need to find parking offsite, the need
for a “car-stacker” and the 65 ft. height all run extremely counter fo reasonable
development and access to the bay for walkers, joggers and bikers that have been a
hallimark to what BCDC is about.

Wouldn't a more reasonable approach be a much smaller hotel that is not as tall with a
much greater setback from the bay, which offers better access2 One that is in keeping
with traditional approach in the Harbor Bay Business Park to respecting the bay trail, and is
more sensitive to all and not simply catering the almighty dollar by packing as many
people as possible on a miniscule site? :

| plan on attending the BCDC meeting today and speaking against this really ill-suited
project on behalf of myself, and the nearest affected homeowner’s association.

Thank you,

Kerwin C. Allen

Kerwin C. Allen, PE | Vice President

Kennedy/Jenks Consultants

303 Second Street, Suite 300 South | San Francisco, CA 94107

P: 415.243.2150 | F: 415.896.0999 | Direct: 415.243.2457 | Cell: 415.350.7811

in} £/
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Wednesday, August 3, 2016 at 9:26:36 AM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: Please vote against the building permit for 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway in Alameda
Date: Tuesday, August 2, 2016 at 9:48:52 PM Pacific Daylight Time

From: Leda Nelson

To: Arbelaez, Jhon@BCDC

Dear Jhon Arbelaez

As an Alameda resident, | oppose issuing a building permit for the proposed hotel at 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway in
Alameda.

Putting 2 monster hotel on a tiny parcel doesn't make sense. Blighting our waterfront, blocking our views and bay
access, and congesting our scenic shoreline would diminish our quality of life. The hotel developer's gain would be
our loss!

Please don't let us down! Deny a permit for this intimidating building on the Bay. Vote NO!

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Leda Nelson

1525 Saint Charles St, Alameda CA 94501
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Tuesday, August 2, 2016 at 3:05:18 PM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: Harbor Bay hotel (Permit application 2016.003.00, agenda item #8 on August 4)
Date: Tuesday, August 2, 2016 at 2:59:38 PM Pacific Daylight Time

From: Travis Wilson
To: Arbelaez, Jhon@BCDC

Dear Commissioners:
Please do not approve a multi-story hotel on Alameda shores.

Because the original Settlement Agreement in no way obligates you to accept this proposal, we Alamedans ask you t6é
consider that its nominal "public access improvements" do nothing to compensate for the permanent loss of
resources we value: open space and public views to the Bay.

Alameda is a modest town populated mostly by environmentally-minded residents who prefer open space over
development. Don't take my word for it; consult every public vote and poll on the topic. For example:

- 79% of Alameda voted "Yes" for stronger protection of parkland [1].

- 67% of those polled say "Too much growth and development” is a serious problem facing Alameda [2].

- Citizen group quickly collects signatures for ballot measure blocking development at Crown Beach [3].

Our Planning Board may have approved this development, but | write on behalf of Alameda residents who, in
general, value the protections BCDC provides. In my estimation, Alamedans have no desire to add another building to
the Bay skyline. The proposed hotel development:

- Is irresponsible

- Is irrevocable :

- Sets a precedent for closer encroachment (27 feet set back from the bay, instead of the current 75 feet)

- Makes it harder to reclaim bayfront resources for more responsible use in the future.

Please reject the proposal on August 4. Thank you,

Travis Wilson

1. http://www.smartvoter.org/2012/11/06/ca/alm/meas/D/

2. https://alameda.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&I|D=caeb7caa-6b2 1-46a7-8695-e43ca8205d05.pdf , page 7
3. htip://alamedasun.com/news/signatures-gathered-crab-cove-ballot-measure . It's generally accepted that the

ballot measure would have passed if Council hadn't nullified it.
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Monday, August 1, 2016 at 2:05:04 PM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: August 4th Meeting re Hotel in Harbor Bay Business Park, Alameda
Date:  Tuesday, July 26, 2016 at 1:44:39 PM Pacific Daylight Time

From: Reyla Graber

To: Arbelaez, Jhon@BCDC

Dear Jhon,
Per our phone con this morning | am sending you an email regarding the Hotel project submitted by Ms. Patel.

I am opposed to this project in it's concept and the specifics.
Reyla Graber

Dear BCDC Commissioners:

I am a 30 year resident of Alameda and live on Bay Farm Island, just down the road from this proposed

project.

If this hotel were built it would be a travesty.

it borders the Shoreline Trail which is beloved by hundreds of people who bicycle and jog and walk the trail.

The hotel is way oversized for the parcel: It would be overbearing; intrusive and disruptive to the present ' ,
peace and calm you find along the ftrail.

Imagine walking Muir woods and, coming around a corner, suddenly coming across a 5 story hotel right in
your path. Thats what people would see, coming around the bend, coming from Alameda.

OK, this may be an exaggeration, but people do find Shoreline Trail very relaxing and rejuvenating.
It will definitely no longer have the same ambiance and qualities, if a large commercial hotel is built
right on the trail. And 25 feet back from the trail is NOTHING. | know that, and certainly you must
know that.

Additionally, public access around/thru the hotel would be a farce and will be extremely limiting.

Now, with the parcel as open space, people can easily walk/around over the parcel to access the Trail.
This parcel is way to small for such a large building.

Additionally, parking is a large problem.i is inadequate and insufficient.

MS. Patel hires non union labor and these poor employees are going to have to find their way out there in

_th|§ desolate spot, and at night, without public transportation being available.

Additionally,-we don't want the area "paved" and see paving as a detriment. Cement is not a great walking
material. _

Regardless of what the Hotel claims,| see no real, valuable addition to the Shoreline Trail. What the Hotel
adds, like the cement, will be a negative in my view and views of my neighbors and fellow walkers.

This proposed hotel is in the wrong spot. It is a very poor design for this location.

Do we really need an elevator parking garage right along the Shoreline Trail? No we do not.
An office building, as zoned, would be much more appropriate.

In summary, | ask you--- please do not approve this project.

Sincerely,

Reyla Graber

178 Basinside Way.

Alameda, Ca. 94502
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Monday, August 1, 2016 at 2:05:45 PM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: No shoreline development at Harbor Bay
Date: Monday, August 1, 2016 at 9:44:48 AM Pacific Daylight Time

From: Diane Livia
To: Arbelaez, thon@BCDC

Dear Mr. Arbelaez,

1 have become aware that the City of Alameda is planning on permitting development on a very precious piece of
shoreline in SF Bay at 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway, Alameda. As | understand it, this development would block views

of the Bay, block access to the Bay, re-route the Bay Trail, contribute to the problems we will have with sea-level
rise and set further precedent for developing our Bay shoreline beyond the limitations of our enjoyment.

I was born and raised in the Bay Area; | have lived and worked in the Bay Area my entire adult life. | use this part of

the shoreline on a regular basis to escape a bit of the intensity of living in this conurbation we call the Bay.

I strongly oppose further building-on the Bay shoreline, and [ strongly oppose BCDC issuing a permit for this
Alameda building. This building would be outsized and an eyesore.

Do not let the notion that development is key to our economy drive this decision. This kind of development will

diminish our future.
Please deny this permit.
Sincerely,

Diane Livia

6445 Colby St.
QOakland, CA 94618
510-547-2033

Cc:

Tom Bates, City of Berkeley Mayor

Wilma Chan, Alameda County Supervisor

Jane Kim, San Francisco County Supervisor
Aaron Peskin, San Francisco County Supervisor
Lawrence Goldzband, BCDC Staff

>k 3k sk ok 3k sk ok ok sk ok oK Sk ok ok sk oK oK kK sk sk
Diane Livia

6445 Colby St.

Oakland, CA 94618
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Monday, August 1, 2016 at 2:06:26 PM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: Alameda proposed hotel on bay-front property!
Date: Monday, August 1, 2016 at 11:52:38 AM Pacific Daylight Time

From: Marilyn Schumacher
To: Marilyn Schumacher

Dear Friends and Representatives,

As an Alameda resident and San Francisco Bay resident, | oppose issuing a building permit for the
proposed hotel at 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway in Alameda.

Putting a monster hotel on a tiny parcel doesn't make sense. The two-story office buildings down the street
have set backs of 75 feet and offer landscaping and both pedestrian and bike paths. The hotel developer's

latest plan would eliminate one bike path entirely and widen the concrete shoreline path by paving over

landscaped area.

Blighting our waterfront, blocking our views and bay access, and congesting our scenic shoreline would
diminish our quality of life. The hotel developer's gain would be our loss!

Please don't let us down! Deny a permit for this intimidating building on the Bay. Vote NO!

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Schumacher
1829 Clinton Ave.
Alameda, CA 94501

MarilynSchumacher

Broker Associate
CalBRE #00904530

ReSults exceeding the challenges

MarilynSchumacher.com weekly blog, website
Powered by Fusion Real Estate Network
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Monday, August 1, 2016 at 8:17:19 AM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: BCDC Hotel Permit for 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway, Alameda, CA
Date: Monday, August 1, 2016 at 6:25:04 AM Pacific Daylight Time
From: RNesel

To: Arbelaez, Jhon@BCDC
CcC: mayor@ci.berkeley.ca.us, wilma.chan@acgov.org, Jane.Kim@sfgov.org, Peskin, Aaron@CDSS-
Contacts :

Dear Mr Arbelaez,

| oppose issuing a building permit for the hotel, as currently designed, at 2350 Harbor Bay
Parkway in Alameda.

While this is a lovely location and a good use of the property, the proposed plan does not
respect the public's right of access nor safeguard the bay.

As | understand it, the hotel developer's current plan has a setback of just 27 feet, eliminating
one bike path entirely and widening the concrete shoreline path by paving over landscaped
area. This minimal setback, combined with a 5 story building, will result in the building
"looming" over the shoreline, rather than respecting it and retaining the essential calm, natural
quality of the shoreline. It is also inconsistent with an already established setback of 75 feet
used in the existing two story office buildings on the same shoreline.

Recommend that any design must retain current bike and pedestrian direct access to the bay
(not routed through parking lots, garages, or around buildings).

Approving this current plan would constitute a serious loss of valuable, much appreciated
and well used public access to our local/regional bayfront. Please DENY a permit for this
version of the hotel on Harbor Bay.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Rita Nesel
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Monday, August 1, 2016 at 8:18:11 AM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: Proposed hotel at 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway in Alameda
Date: Sunday, July 31, 2016 at 3:38:30 PM Pacific Daylight Time
From: em kelle

To: Arbelaez, Jhon@BCDC

Dear Mr. Arbelaez,

As an Alameda resident, | oppose issuing a building permit for the proposed hotel at 2350 Harbor Bay
Parkway in Alameda.

Putting a monster hotel on a tiny parcel doesn't make sense.The two-story office buildings down the street
have set backs of 75 feet and offer landscaping and both pedestrian and bike paths. The hotel developers'
latest plan would eliminate one bike path entirely and widen the concrete shoreline path by paving over
landscaped areal!

Blighting our waterfront, blocking our views and bay access, and congesting our scenic shoreline would
diminish our quality of life. The hotel developer's gain would be our loss!

Please don't let us down! Deny a permit for this intimidating building on the Bay. Vote NO!
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Eileen Kelleher

14 Leonard Ct.
Alameda, CA.
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Monday, August 1, 2016 at 8:18:59 AM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: Hotel project submitted by Ms. Patel

Date:  Saturday, July 30, 2016 at 8:48:34 AM Pacific Daylight Time
From: Mary Tigh

To: Arbelaez, Jhon@BCDC

Dear Jhon,

| am a long time resident of Alameda and often go over to the Shoreline Trail where this new hotel would be built.
Whenever | have been there on the week-ends it has been full of children, families, and many single individuals -
riding their bikes, walking their dogs, picnicking, or just hiking together and enjoying each others company.

What a shame it would be to take this beautiful spot away from our ‘

Alameda residents by adding a a large hotel and paved walkway in that area. This would not only spoil the view, but
it would take away the lovely free space that individuals and families are so in need of today.

1 urge you not to approve this project - for the good of our city and our residents!! Thank you very much for taking
my request under
consideration.

Respectfully,

Mary Tigh
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July 3, 2016

BCDC

455 Golden Gate Ave,, Suite 10600
San Francisco, CA 94102

RE: Proposed Hotel Project @ 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway, Alameda, CA
Dear BCDC Commissioners:

Golden Gate Audubon has demonstrated a consistent and deep commitment to preserving
the wildlife and the public access areas of our region for 99 years. We are especially keen to
preserve bayfront areas that wildlife and people share and enjoy in compatible ways.

We urge BCDC to deny a permit for the hotel pro;ect proposed at the 2350 Harbor Bay
Parkway in Alameda, CA. First of all, a 100-room hotel 63’ high right on the bayfront, plus
a separate covered parking structure is entirely inconsistent with the usage envisioned by
your HBIA settlement agreement, let alone the usage assumed in the public’s mind. Need I
remind that this particular property site is contiguous at both ends to a public waterfront
trail with a wide open view of the Bay? This proposed project would be serious degradation
of the public’s visibility, let alone the public’s access and sense of unimpeded shoreline
access for healthful enjoyment of that shoreline, which is popular with thousands of Alameda
residents who walk, jog, ride their bikes, bird-watch all down that shoreline area.

This proposed hotel project would have deleterious effect on Bay wildlife, public access, and
future defensible shoreline planning in numerous ways. The proposed hotel is just 27’ from
the Bay’s edge when BCDC's standard is far more substantial by requirement.

Unfortunately, Alamedans have suffered unduly from the lack of suitable attention from
BCDC to projects on Bay Farm Island for years; this project represents yet one more attempt
to compromise Alameda residents’ public enjoyment and non-destructive use of the Bay’s
shoreline directly between a public shoreline park and a public access trail! This proposal
is precisely the type of short-sighted irresponsible private development pI'O] ject that BCDC
should prevent.

Your mandate is to prevent developers who have neither the natural resources’ perspective,
nor the public’s interest at heart, from effectively ruining the public’s viewscapes around the
Bay, to preclude the degradation of the public’s pleasure in and rightful public welcome
access to our communities’ shorelines, and to safeguard the natural resources of San

GOLDEN GATE AUDUBON SOCIETY
2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite G Berkeley, California 94702
phane 510.843.2222  jux 510.843.5351  weh www.goldengateaudubon.org
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Francisco Bay. As Audubon, I cannot help but add that there is quite a substantial cohort of
native and migratory wildlife that depend on unimpeded movement corridors and low flight
paths from the bay front to the Bay Farm’s inland lagoon system and this project represents
a destruction of that vital opportunity. Given anticipated rates sea-level rise and the need to
contemplate the public’s gain in any buildout that complicates “defensible” shoreline
capacity for the long-term, this proposed project is also undesirable. -We urge you to reject
this project.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely yours, N
e

Cindy Margulis -

Executive Director

Cc: Jhon Arbelaez

GOLDEN GATE AUDUBON SOCIETY
2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite G Berkeley, California 94702
phouc 510.843.2222  fax 510.843.5351  weh www.goldengateaudubon.org



SIERRA
C LU B San Francisco Bay Chapter

FOUNDED 1892 Serving Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin and San Francisco Counties

July 25, 2016

Board of Commissioners

San Francisco Bay Conservation & Development Commission
Port of San Francisco Board Room

Ferry Building Second Floor

San Francisco, CA 94111

Attention: Lawrence J. Goldzband, Executive Director‘(Iarry.goldzband@bcdc.ca.gov)

SUBJECT: Proposed Harbor Bay Hotel at 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway, Alameda
Dear Commissioners:

The Sierra Club is opposed to building a hotel at the proposed location on Harbor Bay
Parkway because it would mar a unique viewshed along San Francisco Bay.

An uninterrupted shoreline greenway extends along Harbor Bay Parkway between two
commercial sites. Other than the proposed hotel site, this greenway is a public park. Any
modifications to the hotel design cannot resolve the unavoidable loss of value to the public
shoreline experience.

Up until 2014, the proposed hotel parcel was zoned “Open Space.” The Alameda City
Council has not approved this project. However, after the planning board did, a narrow issue
on appeal was uphelid.

The preservation of an uninterrupted viewshed along Harbor Bay Parkway is at stake. When
the City of Alameda rezoned this parcel from Open Space to Commercial in 2014 it increased
the land value by $1 million. The loss of shoreline public views, on the other hand, is
priceless. '

Bay Plan Public Access Guidelines state, in part, that development should “provide, maintain

. and enhance visual access to the Bay and shoreline.” Constructing this hotel would neither

maintain, nor enhance, visual access. On the contrary, it would destroy visual access.

We agree with design review board member Cheryl Barton's observation that approving this
project would set “a dangerous precedent.” Permitting this hotel to be constructed in the
middle of a shoreline greenway would become a textbook example of piecemeal planning,
oblivious to the larger setting and surroundings. '

- Approving this project with the condition that the applicant return to the design review board

with satisfactory revisions would be an exercise in futility. The Sierra Club urges the

Page |1



commission to declare the proposed hotel incompatible with Public Access Guidelines and
deny the permit without condition.

Sincerely yours,

|
Olga A. Bolotina

'Chair, Northern Alameda County Group, Sierra Club SF Bay Chapter

cC:
Brad McCrea, Regulatory Director (415-352-3615; brad.mccrea@bcdc.ca.gov)

Jaime Michaels, Chief of Permits (415-352-3613; jaime.michaels@bcdc.ca.gov)
Jhon Arbelaez-Novak, Coastal Program Analyst (415-352-3649; jhon.arbelaez@bcdc.ca.gov)
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Tuesday, July 26, 2016 at 8:34:44 AM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: Hotel project at 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway in Alameda

Date:  Sunday, July 24, 2016 at 8:49:14 PM Pacific Daylight Time

From: Sue Greenspan

To: wilma.chan@acgov.org, Goldzband, Larry@BCDC, Arbelaez, Jhon@BCDC

Dear BCDC Commissioners and Staff Members,

| am writing to express my opposition o the proposed 5-story, 100-room, 82-parking space hotel on a tiny, 1.17
acre parcel at 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway in Alameda. My reasons are as follows:

A five-story hotel is too tall for the location and will block views and access to the Bay.
It will sit right on the Bay Trail only 12 feet away.

lts size is inappropriate for the size of the parcel.

The public access pathways are woefully inadequate

It is my understanding that the parcel has been zoned open space for 25 years. | feel very strongly that it should
remain open space with unobstructed views and access to the Bay.

Sue Greenspan

49 Sand Harbor Road
Alameda, CA 94502
(510) 523-1839 (home)
(510) 747-3077 (work)
(510) 541-3646 (cell)
(208) 979-7857 (fax)
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July 22,2016

Board of Commissioners

San Francisco Bay Conservation & Development Commission
Ferry Building Second Floor

San Francisco, CA 94111

Re: Proposed Harbor Bay Hotel in the City of Alameda

Dear Commissioners,

[ write to inform Vyou of my newspaper column that appeared May 19 in Alameda’s
local newspaper, the Alameda Sun. It can be accessed online or read below.
https://ionalameda.com/2016/05 /19 /hotel-reservations/

Many Alamedans have been waiting to see the developer’s design changes, but the
staff report with exhibits, which was posted today, illustrates that only minor, token
changes have been made. Furthermore, at the behest of the developer, you do not
have the benefit of further review by your design review board.

Please deny the building permit.

Sincerely,
Irene Dieter
Alameda resident

.
HOTEL RESERVATIONS

Good project. Wrong place.

A proposed 100-room hotel on the shoreline of Harbor Bay Business Park

is facing mounting opposition. If a growing number of residents and
organizations get their way, the project will not move forward.



The unlandscaped 1.17-acre waterfront parcel where the hotel is proposed
is a short distance south of the Harbor Bay Ferry Terminal and directly
next to the public restrooms that accommodate the existing park on both
sides.

For over 25 years, this patch of land had been zoned as Open Space. Two
years ago, the former mayor and city council rezoned the spot as
Commercial Manufacturing with a Planned Development overlay, in order
to help the property owner attract a buyer who was interested in building
an office with a restaurant on the ground floor. A hotel operator instead
became interested in the lot.

The Committee to Complete Shoreline Park believes the hotel project is ill
conceived and has rallied the support of residents, the Sierra Club, UNITE
HERE! Local 2850 (union), and the Cantamar Homeowners Association of
Harbor Bay.

“We’re not opposed to hotels, but they should be planned responsibly,”
said Pat Lamborn, an Alameda resident and cofounder of the Committee to
Complete Shoreline Park. “A hotel of this size simply doesn’t fit on this
parcel.”

On May 9, the projeét came before the design review board for the San
Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC), the
state agency that issues permits for shoreline development. The board
advises the commission. '

Union representative Wei Ling Huber from UNITE HERE! stated that the
hotel conflicts with the agreed-upon uses in the zoning change. Gary
Thompson, secretary of the Cantamar Homeowners Association, said most
residents in the neighborhood were unaware of the hotel project and are
opposed to it. The Chair of the Northern Alameda County Group of the
Sierra Club, Olga Bolotina, noted that the project is incompatible with



BCDC’s public access guidelines, saying the hotel “would neither maintain,
nor enhance, visual access.”

The proposed rectangular five-story hotel would be the only obstruction on
the otherwise continuous scenic greenway along the bay. “It’s hardly
inviting,” said Lamborn. “One of the public paths would go through a
covered garage.” | |

The entire design review board voiced objections to the project and
recommended the developer come back with a new design that
incorporates a host of public benefits. One board member stated that
approving the development, as introduced, “would set a dangerous
precedent” because it abuts the shoreline and the public gets little in
return. The applicant has done “a minimum to accommodate the public
and is shoehorning a building that doesn’t fit,” another board member said.

When Harbor Bay was in its infancy, this small parcel was set aside for the
ferry terminal with an open-air canopy. When it was later learned that the
water was too shallow there, the ferry terminal was moved to its present
location. The next plan was to attract a restaurant/concessionaire (allowed
under Open Space zoning) to support the nearby business community, but
that plan failed to gain traction because the business park hadn’t yet begun
to flourish, as it does now.

The design review board suggested that the hotel developer explore
doubling the size of a waterfront promenade or include a public
observation terrace or plaza and a restaurant so that it brings in more
people, beyond hotel customers, to enjoy the bay. “Make it a place that has
a spirit and life,” said one board member.

All eyes are now on the developer.



Subject: 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway

Date:  Friday, July 22, 2016 at 11:22:16 AM Pacific Daylight Time

From: Jody Linick

To: wilma.chan@acgov.org
CcC: Goldzband, Larry@BCDC, Arbelaez, Jhon@BCDC
Dear Supervisor Chan,

Tuesday, July 26, 2016 at 8:34:35 AM Pacific Daylight Time

As an Alameda resident, | wanted you to know | am opposed to the large hotel proposed for 2350 Harbor Bay
Parkway. | feel this structure will negatively impact access to and views of the Bay; it is not welcoming to the
public, but is designed to benefit private guests of the facility; and the proposed public amenities of a few

benches and a detoured path/walkway are inadequate.

I hope you will let the BCDC know this project is not right for Alameda or Alamedans. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Jody Linick
Alameda, CA resident

Jody Linick

Linick Consulting
mailto:jody@linickconsulting.com
http://www.linickconsulting.com
QuickBooks Certified Pro Advisor
Sleeter Group Certified Advisor
Member Cloud9 Client Advisory Board
Tel: (510) 773-2963

Fax: (877) 356-3487

Send me a file securely using this link
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Tuesday, July 26, 2016 at 8:35:19 AM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: Building permit at 2350 harbor bay parkway

Date:  Friday, July 22, 2016 at 11:26:57 AM Pacific Daylight Time
From: tracys

To: Arbelaez, Jhon@BCDC

If you are going to approve this permit, the bike path should continue along the bay (not rerouted around the hotel)
and the hotel should be limited to 3 stories. '

Thank you

Tracy

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device
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