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TO:	
   Rising	
  Sea	
  Level	
  Working	
  Group	
  Members	
  

FROM:	
   Lawrence	
  J.	
  Goldzband,	
  Executive	
  Director	
  (415/352-­‐3653;	
  larry.goldzband@bcdc.ca.gov)	
  
Joe	
  LaClair,	
  Chief	
  Planning	
  Officer	
  (415/352-­‐3656;	
  joe.laclair@bcdc.ca.gov)	
  
	
  

SUBJECT:	
   February	
  5,	
  2015	
  Commission	
  Rising	
  Sea	
  Level	
  Working	
  Group	
  Meeting	
  Summary	
  
	
  

1.	
   Roll	
  Call,	
  Introductions	
  and	
  Approval	
  of	
  Agenda.	
  Rising	
  Sea	
  Level	
  Working	
  Group	
  
Member,	
  Kate	
  Sears	
  called	
  the	
  meeting	
  to	
  order	
  at	
  approximately	
  11:00	
  am.	
  Commissioners	
  
present:	
  Doherty,	
  McElhinney,	
  Pemberton	
  Pine,	
  and	
  Scharff,	
  and	
  Barry	
  Nelson,	
  Chair	
  Bay	
  Fill	
  
Policies	
  Working	
  Group.	
  Leslie	
  Alden,	
  staff	
  to	
  Kate	
  Sears,	
  

2.	
   Total	
  Water	
  Level	
  Discussion.	
  Joe	
  LaClair	
  provided	
  a	
  presentation	
  regarding	
  Sea	
  Level	
  
Rise	
  and	
  the	
  Total	
  Water	
  Level	
  Approach	
  for	
  the	
  San	
  Francisco	
  Bay.	
  

a. The	
  presentation	
  discussed	
  the	
  many	
  factors	
  that	
  influence	
  the	
  Total	
  Water	
  Level	
  	
  
of	
  the	
  Bay.	
  
(1)	
   Sea	
  Level	
  Rise	
  
(2)	
   Astronomical	
  Tides	
  
(3)	
   Storm	
  Surge	
  
(4)	
  Wind	
  Waves	
  
(5)	
   El	
  Nino	
  Events	
  

b.	
   While	
  factors	
  influencing	
  Total	
  Water	
  Level	
  in	
  the	
  Bay	
  occur	
  in	
  other	
  estuaries	
  
around	
  the	
  world,	
  the	
  Bay’s	
  unique	
  tidal	
  system	
  amplifies	
  tides	
  in	
  the	
  South	
  and	
  
North	
  Bay.	
  

c.	
   The	
  West	
  Coast	
  (eastern	
  Pacific)	
  has	
  seen	
  a	
  lower	
  rate	
  of	
  sea	
  level	
  rise	
  over	
  the	
  last	
  
thirty	
  to	
  forty	
  years,	
  while	
  the	
  western	
  Pacific	
  regions	
  have	
  experienced	
  heightened	
  
sea	
  level	
  rise.	
  An	
  oceanographic	
  oscillation,	
  called	
  the	
  Pacific	
  Decadal	
  Oscillation	
  
(PDO)	
  is	
  expected	
  within	
  the	
  next	
  fifteen	
  to	
  thirty	
  years	
  that	
  could	
  result	
  in	
  more	
  
rapid	
  Sea	
  Level	
  Rise	
  on	
  the	
  West	
  Coast.	
  The	
  timeline	
  for	
  this	
  oscillation	
  is	
  very	
  
conservative	
  and	
  does	
  not	
  account	
  for	
  increasing	
  melting	
  and	
  other	
  climate	
  change	
  
factors.	
  

d.	
   The	
  Commission	
  is	
  currently	
  undergoing	
  legislative	
  discussions	
  regarding	
  BCDC’s	
  
responsibility	
  to	
  address	
  Sea	
  Level	
  Rise.	
  While	
  there	
  isn’t	
  much	
  detail	
  currently	
  in	
  
the	
  Commission’s	
  policies,	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  up	
  to	
  the	
  Commission’s	
  discretion	
  when	
  
reviewing	
  future	
  projects	
  and	
  applications.	
  



2	
  

 

(1)	
   Generally,	
  most	
  applicants	
  do	
  not	
  discount	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  address	
  Sea	
  Level	
  Rise	
  in	
  
their	
  permit	
  applications.	
  Most	
  developers	
  accept	
  about	
  three	
  feet	
  of	
  
adjustment	
  based	
  on	
  staff	
  recommendations,	
  but	
  suggesting	
  projects	
  plan	
  for	
  
more	
  than	
  three	
  feet	
  also	
  creates	
  a	
  problem	
  of	
  physically	
  separating	
  the	
  projects	
  
and	
  public	
  from	
  the	
  Bay	
  surface	
  and	
  surrounding	
  development.	
  

(2)	
   Projects	
  could	
  be	
  classified	
  into	
  different	
  types	
  of	
  categories	
  to	
  guide	
  the	
  
Commission	
  on	
  decisions	
  where	
  minimum	
  height	
  requirements	
  may	
  be	
  
necessary.	
  For	
  example,	
  a	
  housing	
  project	
  likely	
  has	
  more	
  permanence	
  ,	
  so	
  the	
  
Commission	
  might	
  view	
  project	
  requirements	
  for	
  this	
  use	
  more	
  closely	
  in	
  light	
  of	
  
Sea	
  Level	
  Rise.	
  Given	
  BCDC’s	
  limited	
  jurisdiction,	
  local	
  government	
  will	
  still	
  be	
  
the	
  main	
  voice	
  on	
  development	
  by	
  applying	
  local	
  land	
  use	
  policies.	
  

(3)	
  Without	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  adaptation	
  strategy,	
  projects	
  that	
  require	
  ongoing	
  
raising	
  of	
  grade	
  could,	
  at	
  some	
  point,	
  become	
  a	
  Bay	
  fill	
  issue.	
  

e.	
   The	
  large	
  December	
  2014	
  storms	
  demonstrated	
  the	
  increasing	
  effects	
  of	
  Sea	
  Level	
  
Rise.	
  Total	
  Water	
  Level	
  is	
  an	
  effective	
  and	
  useful	
  way	
  to	
  educate	
  the	
  public	
  and	
  
decision	
  makers	
  about	
  flood	
  risk	
  from	
  storms	
  and	
  sea	
  level	
  rise. 

3.	
   BCDC	
  ART	
  Program	
  Outreach.	
  Joe	
  LaClair	
  provided	
  an	
  update	
  on	
  the	
  ART	
  Program	
  
Outreach	
  efforts,	
  currently	
  underway	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  future	
  plans	
  for	
  outreach	
  to	
  other	
  counties.	
  

a.	
   BCDC	
  staff	
  will	
  conduct	
  a	
  planning	
  exercise	
  in	
  Solano	
  County	
  on	
  February	
  27th	
  to	
  
discuss	
  the	
  ART	
  Program	
  explain	
  BCDC’s	
  permitting	
  process	
  and	
  how	
  we	
  guide	
  
applicants	
  through	
  that	
  process.	
  

b.	
   Upcoming	
  ART	
  Program	
  Outreach	
  meetings	
  are	
  planned	
  for	
  Contra	
  Costa,	
  San	
  
Mateo,	
  and	
  Marin	
  Counties.	
  

4.	
   Risky	
  Business	
  Project	
  Discussion.	
  The	
  Working	
  Group	
  briefly	
  discussed	
  the	
  Risky	
  
Business	
  Project	
  as	
  outlined	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  and	
  its	
  possible	
  implications	
  for	
  Bay	
  Area	
  
resilience	
  planning.	
  

a.	
   Interest	
  in	
  bringing	
  Bruce	
  Riordan	
  of	
  JPC	
  to	
  a	
  future	
  meeting	
  to	
  discuss	
  how	
  the	
  
Climate	
  Readiness	
  Institute	
  can	
  assist	
  with	
  preparation	
  of	
  a	
  regional	
  sea	
  level	
  rise	
  
strategy.	
  


